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INTRODUCTION. 



THAT quarter of the world which Geogra- 
phers call Asia, is the immeose continent which 
lias east of Europe, extending about 7,600 
miles from east to west, and about 5000 from 
north to south. 

The boundaries of Asia are exceedingly well 
defined, and obTiousto those who undertake the 
perilonsandfatigaing circuit of its Iiaiits, or the 
more humble^ but at the same time, safer task 
of tracing them upon the map* 

Let ns take the latter course, and we shall find 
that its northern boundary is the Arctic Ocean 
«---and that on the east, the Pacific. The sou- 
thern is called the Indian Ocean, though it is in 
fact but an extension of the Pacific, whilst its 
western limit, proceeding from south to 
north, is the Red Sea, the Isthmus of Suez, 
the Mediterranean Sea, the Straits of the Dar« 
dannelles, the Sea of Marmora, the Black Sea, 
the. Sea of Azof, the river Don, from its 
entrance into the last-named sea^ aaa f^t ^ ^^^« 
aidanble part of lia co\w«^— A3ftft w«t'^^'^> 



iii«til it meets the great chain of mouDtaing 
which separates Russia ia .Asia from Russia in 
£urope, and this chain, which is called the Ural 
Mountains, which runs north till it meets the 
Arctic Ocean^ from which we began to trace 
the limits we have mentioned. 

The reader, therefore, will understand from 
this that Asia is on the north, east, south and 
west, almost surrounded by water, the only 
land limit being that short isthmus which runs> 
from the northern extremity of the Red Sea, 
to the shore of the Mediterranean, and the Ural 
xange which runs from the ri?er Wolga to the 
Arctic Ocean. 

If we look at the southern boundary, which 
is called the Indian Qcetiu, it will be found 
that in several plfices, the shore Is indented by 
several seas, gulphs, and bays', all of which, 
though still they are but parts of the great coU 
liection of water called the Indian Ocean, take 
a distinct name from the countries, the shores 
of which are washed by them. 

The first of them, beginning from the west, is 
called the Arabian Gulph or lied Sea, dividing 
Arabia from Africa* 

The second is the Persian Gulph, separating 
the north-eastern shore of Arabia from Persia. 

The third is the Arabian Sea, which strefches 

from the south-eastern shore of Arabia to the 

western coast of Hihdostan, and the. western 

.coast of the Birman empire. 

TAe coan tries comprised wUhm t)h%«e\vmvV% 

^A? ranojufiftDd extensive. The iiaipf^aAYiVLVl^^ 
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jhowever^ of Including all wiihip no small jr. 
book) suggests the p^-opriety of dividing this 
quarter of the Wprjid into thre^ parts, each 
of which will be the subject of a separate 
yolume,and so far will be complete in itself. 

According to this dirisioa, the presejit 
Tolume will embrace the British possessions iv 
the East, Iliadostan^ aodthe countries adjacent, 
Caubul, Nepaul, and the Birra^n empire, it will 
also comprehend the vast empire of China, 
which on account of ks commerce with £ng« 
laud, passing thro' the hands of the East India 
Company, is habitually associated in idea with 
our British dominions in Asia. These, taken 
together may be denominated $outh Eastern 
Asia. 

South Western Asia comprises. Persia, Ara. 
)>ia, the Holy Land, Turkey in Asia, and will 
form the subject of fmother book. 

The third volume will contain an account of 
Russia in Asia which extends right across the 
whole Continent from its Westeni^ j[)oundary to 
the Sea, and also of that vast district whicii is 
wandered over by the different tribes of Tar- 
tary, and separates Asiatic Russia from China, 
and the kingdom of Thibet, this would be pro- 
perly denominated Northern Asia. 

The characters here given are fictitious, and 
are introduced for the sole purpose of adding 
interest to the compilation ; the reader, how. 
jBver may rest persuaded, that thU Is t\xft. <^^Nk5|. 
i'ittBiice in wUch Uxx \ft ^"^^^Vfe^Viw*^- '^^^^^^^ 

l4 
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^ia;rried a well conducted young womao, whom 
liehad known for many years, and who did not 
think his heart less honest because he wanted 
a limb: and to give her the justice she deserved, 
an exellent wife she made. Whenever George 
came home from a Toyage, her welcome face was 
the first that greeted him as he stepped ashore, 
and when he was embarking for another i:oy. 
age, her farewel was the last voice that he heard* 
In the intervals that he spent in Dublin be« 
tween his voyages, none was so happy as Sally, 
nor was there in aU the neighbourhood a hus- 
liand more domestic than G-EoaoE; his room 
was always so neatly settled, his meals so 
comfortably dressed, and his wife's smile so 
cheerful, that he often said he knew no place 
so attractive as his own iire,.Side ; ^^ let othert 
go to spend their money from home— -perhaps 
many are foolish enough to think the public 
house a place of enjoyment ; for my own p^rt 

' I never could see any thing in it at all to be 
compared to home. I like a glass of Grog 
too, and no one ever said George Walsh was 
sorry to see his friend take share of the best h« 
had to give him ; but there is no occasion for 
us tsi gftt drunk together to shew our gladness 
at meeting, nor can aiw one pcisuade mc that a 
tap.room is half so good a place to welcorhe him 
in as my own snug lodging." in his younger 
days he had been gMdy, like too many of his 
jnessmaies, and whatever prixe money wa.^ 
cowing to him, orpay (Jup wlieu \\Uf e^^V c^tci^ 

^»to poft^ be could spead as IIiou^VvVj^^X^ ^. 
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•any one, and many a pound which he had' 
earned in a hard gale, or by the capture of an 
■enemy^s vessel, had been squandered away most 
improvidently. He was taught Jbetter, how* 
ever, by the following circumstance:— -One day- 
that the vessel was in harbour, he got leave to 
go ashore at Portsmouth, under a' promise to 
the first Lieutenant that be would come off to 
the ship before dark-*— he drank to excess, got- 
into a riot, and so far from keeping his word, 
he had been guilty of great ins«ibordioation to 
the midshipman who had commfuid of the boat. 
—How many there are whom the love of drink 
has brought to ruin. Every one who knows the 
discipline which ie kept up aboard a king's ship, 
must at once see that such an act could not be 
passed over. He was put in irons, tried by a 
court-martial , and but for his former excellent 
character and the exertions of his Captain, he 
would have suffered the severest punishment— « 
Forgiven, therefore, he firmly resolved that the 
enemy, as he called grog, should never g^t the 
weather-gage of him again, and he kept his 
word. He had been always a good seaman, 
but after this, his conduct was so exemplary, 
his diligence and attention sogieat, that he soon 
rendered himself a favourite with his officers, 
and through their kindness was allowed to take 
instructions from the school.master who taught 
navigation to the midshipmen ; and so weVV^^ 
quainted did he become "Xw %. ^o\V>\\aft. ^'J^ 
every thing which a aeamaw %\\o\i\^^'«?^^^ 'k^^,^ 
*e at length waa ptomQl^^ ^^ ^^ t».nr%:^ 
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«Bcer, aid retalaed kU iiUuation (ill ike 
aoipiitatioji of his baoil disabled km from 
fWbcr serWoe. 

The domestic history of persons in this class 
of life 18 soon told* As Wiiliaio, the son of 
this deserving couple grew up, he was sent to a 
nei^bouring school, ^nd' having alivays before 
ills eyes the example of his parents, and thi'ir 
gvidaace also, for they never let an opportunity 
pass of teaching hhn his duty to God and to his 
neighbcHir, he became distinguished amongst 
bb comrades as an intelligent honest* hearted 
boy. At the age of thirteen his father took 
him a trip to Jamaica^ to try how he would like 
the sea ; but in truth it was more to see whe^ 
ther it would agree with his constitution, for 
living all hb boyhood among ships on the quay, 
sod always taking great delight in climbing the 
yifging, or paddling about in the river Lifiey, 
IV hen he was so fortunate as to see any of his 
fiither*8 friends, who would lot him take a row 
}o a yawl, It is not surprising that he preferred 
the sea to any other kind of life. On his re* 
turn therefore, from his voyage, William was 
duly aj^renticed aboard the same ship of which 
his father wasffiate,and there, underliis father's 
eye, he^ in the oparse of seven years foip* 
which he was boand^acquired a good knowledge 
of seamanship ; and as he had al ways such a ki nd 
adviser near him, he escaped those dangers to 
which the youogy sent so early from home, and 
^ Jhagaeatl/ left to themselves at « oltaii 
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1m this manner things proceeded for some 
years — Sally always parking from lier husband 
and son with tears, and welcoming them home 
with joy, (for it seems to be mercifully intended 
by the Almighty, that our sense of happiness 
should increase in proportion as it has been pre« 
ceded by anxiety ;) but at length they were to 
learn, that he who looks for uninterrupted en- 
joyment in a state which is to all a chequered 
scene of good and ill, will be grieviously dis« 
appointed. Sally had been always delicate^ 
and it was only the comforts which Profidence^ 
in its goodness had bestowed on her, that pro- 
longed her life to the age of fifty — she had al* 
ways had a bad chest, and the changes in our 
variable climate, always ejected her when she 
made the least freedom with herself in throwing 
off her warm clothing. She had accompanied 
her dear husband and son as far as the bay, and 
though perhaps h was but the same distress she 
had always felt when .they left her, she often 
said aftei wards she had a foreboding it was the 
last time she was to see them. *'' Don't be- 
down*hearted, Sally/' said George, as he gave 
her the last kiss, and helped her over the ship's 
side. ** if it be the will of God that we should 
'''^never meet again in this vvorld,you know there is 
another port, where we may hope, thrpugU hit • 
mercy, to see each other after all pur storms 
of life are over. Don't be uneasy for us, 
dear mother, cried W%VVWm» ^^>at >fc»»N» Vssfc 
liUle soogyou always VWeAl«>aft%.t \ *''^'**^'^^^, 
a sweet little cherub thai %v\a xi^^^^N JT^V 
watch for the life of v^^^ Ja^^^V? ^"^ 
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f hould we not trast in God now as before," said 
|ie more seriously, as the blood mounted to his 
face, and Sally saw, or thought she saw a tear, 
in the corner of his eye ; ^' this trip over, you 
know father has been long talking of laying 
himself up in dock for the remainder of his 
days, and though he has along standing regard 
for our good ship George the Third, yet I hope 
to persuade him ta make this his last sea voyage, 
and to stay at*faome with you in quietness and 
oomfort for the rest of his days." 

This was their simple and affectionate parting, 
and they all hoped that William's little plan of 
happiness would be realized, but it was other, 
wise disposed. .It blew fresh, and was one of 
tliose chill November days which give us warn- 
ing of winter, and it might have been that Sally 
exposed herself too much as she watched the 
vessel which was sailing from her with those 
fhe most loved on-^arth ^ but whatever was the 
cause, it is certain that she was almost imme. 
diately attacked by a pleurisy, which, although 
the Doctor removed it by copious bleeding, left 
her iu such a weakened state, that she soon 
showed all the symptoms of a (decline. ** If it 
were the will of God that I should live till their 
return," as days and weeks passed over, and 
broughther nearer to the time whenshemightex* 
pect them, ** I tiiink I should die happy ;'» — 
however, infinite wisdom had otherwise decreed 
it. It is not necessary to mention all she suffered 
'"^/brilteivare very fe w who have aot f)JL oikfttXwva 
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or other witnessed the sure progress of consuinf>v 
tion, when it has seized fast hold of the consti* 
tution. The cough, which shook her whole 
frame, and the unceasing pain in her side, had 
entirely deprived her of sleep for some nights, 
And ^wasted h«r away almost to a shadow; 
still her dissolution was not immediately ex.. 
pected, and there was eren some hope that life 
might last for two, or even three weeks, before 
which, in all likelihood, her George and WiU 
liam would be returned ; bnt jusf as the third 
week had passed, came on a tiemendous gale— 
a severer gale has seldom visited our shores, and 
^ what still farther served to make her despond, 
it blew right down the channel, so that it wav 
quite hopeless that the vessel in which they were 
could stand en its course against it. Anxiously 
<}id she watch the streamers of the vessels lying 
opposite her residence, and fearfully did she 
listen to the wind as it blew in violent guste 
against the windows of her sick chamber, until 
at length, as she told a friend, who had attended 
h^T throughout her illness, and had listened 
with the i0ost soothing l^indness to all her wishes 
for their teturn she began to feel the truth of thjB 
wise man's saving, as she had read it in the Bi- 
ble, that*' hope deferred maketh the heartsick." 
It was to this dear friend she confided her last 
message to those she loved, and it wds with him 
she prayed j that throug|lvlVvemex\NA^^^ Vvx^^-. 
tleemer they might a\V be vexiwiUeA^o \svv«X^^>^^ 
ip another and a betlex >woT\iiL,>siV^^^ ^^^* 
no more pain, neither sKcVi^^^^ ^^^ ^^^e^^ 
Cod Aiffifs^ilf wipes the U«lx itoxa v^^et^ 
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Tbe person we have mentioned as irceifing 
iier last wishes, had in a short time an opportu- 
nity of communicating them to George and his 
son, for they arriTed two days after her remains 
had been laid in the grave. It would be diflli. 
cult to describe the bitterness of their grief. It 
was, indeed, a severe blow to both, for they had 
expected to find her as usual on the quay when 
they landed, and were some minutes ashore, be- 
fore they learned the loss they had experienced. 
They gradually however, became more com« 
posed after they had minutely enquired into 
every particular of her illness and death, and 
had visited the humble spot that contained her 
remains. In this respect, indeed, they were so 
bappy as to learn many of those little circum. 
stances which affection loves to treasure up in 
the memory on such occasions, for Sally had 
been a universal favourite among her neighbours, 
and few there were who had not some little ex« 
pression of her's about her husband and son to 
mention. But though time and religion, for both 
George and William were humble and pious 
Christians — though time and religion by degrees 
reconciled them to their loss, it was not easy for 
George to come to a determination as to his fu- 
tare |>roceedings. He and his son had often 
daring their voyage out and home discoursed 
together upon the plan which has been already 
mentioned, and at last it had been resolved that 
the former should remain at home for the future, 
Mad //re upon the Utile savings wVicViVveW^ 
ft»i^ alf/e to wMke, to^^ther with Vis GiecuN^icii 
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pension 9 and a small annoitjr of ^20 a y«*ar, 
which bis merchant-employers had often told 
him should be the reward oif his long and faith, 
ful services, whenerer he desired to enjoy the 
ease and quietness so necesRary 1o his years, for 
he was now in his sixty -fifth year — but his wife's 
death broke up all this — his partner was gone, 
his other hand, as he called her, had been taken 
from him, and though he no longer felthimself 
equal to the fatigues of a seafaring life, what 
pleasure could he find in remaining, when every 
thing reminded him of his loss^ He had, how- 
ever, another place which appeared to him (he 
bpst under all circumstances ; he had been hi« 
therte an out.pensioner of Greenwich Hospital, 
that is^ he had been allowed to receive his pension 
in Dublin, but it now occurred to him that if he 
could obtain admission as an intern pensioner, be 
would not want for society amongst his old ilitp* 
mates, and might enjoy through the generiNii 
offer of his employers, many little comforts 
which increasing age had rendered necessary to 
him. This, therefore, was soon arranged — his 
former Captain, now Admiral Bli5sct,had been 
tor some years Governor of the Hospital, and 
KO great h the recommendation of a good cha. 
racter,that he even wrote to inform his old boat* 
swain, that a vacancy having occurred, he had 
been found the senior applicant, and according, 
ly admit led, and also to assure him that he &Kq^^^ 
hold the same rank amoT\|[^ \\\s \\v«^\^ ^«w^».- 
nioos, and receWe e^ery \uA\i\^exv«A ^^^^^j!j^^ 
rules •/ the place permUu<\- W ^"^^ ^^^^^^ 
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that his own son had lately been appointed to a 
new frigate, and as he was making up his crew, 
and understood that William was a prime sea. 
man, if he chose to enter as a volunteer on board 
the Ceres, he might rely on his Captain's good, 
ness, and on receiving such promotion as his 
merits should entitle him to. It is needless to 
Bay that both ofiers were gladly accepted : the 
father being proud at such condescension in his 
esteemed commander, and the son, like many 
young and enterprising seamen, having long 
wished to serve on board a man of war. 

We might now entertain the reader with many 
events which happened in the course of the laur 
years immediately precedini; the yHir 1814,. 
when the war having terminated, the Ceres was 
paid off, and her crew, amongst whom was 
William, discharged ; we might describe some 
severe engagements which she fought with the 
enemy, and the coolness and bravery displayed 
by William in several of these trying occasions ; 
but, however JDSt or. necessary war may appear 
to soiiie, it may be allowed us to lament that the 
prevalence of Christian principles has not taught 
mankind a more Christian way of settling thtir 
differences. It will, therefore, be sufficient to 
state, that a very short time had elapsed from 
the time of William's joining his ship till he 
became a great favourite with his Captain ; nor 
was this feeling of regard, as it may well be 
supposed, at all diminished, when William had 
jr/7 ^opportunity of Sdvlag his life in a des^eiale 
m^gaffement which the British hiiA vi\\]i;k «iu 
^oemj^'g ship. 
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The war, therefore, once over, and Captain 
Blisset seeing that there were no hopes of bi'ing 
soou employed, he resoUed to fill up his time in 
traTelling about, and extending his information; 
lie had a very good fortune, was highly connect. 
^, and. having offers of introduction to the 
^•vemor.Oeneml of India, hoped through his 
•ssisitance, to pr#cure those facilities for travel, 
ling through thecontinent of.Asia, which would 
enable him to see it to advantage. Come with 
me, William, said he ; as soon as I shall have 
made the necessary arrangement, I shall want 
a faithful steady companion, for I have plans ia 
my mind which will be attended both with dif. 
£cul ty Ind dan|er, and you stiall not be sor^y 
^hat you turned landsman at my wirii. I hope 
•to travel omer a great many wild coilntries before 
I return, and 4s I shall meet with barbarous 
tribes, very well disposed to take advantage of 
iny situation, T wish to hare the assisianca^of a 
4.^eol head, and if necessary, a good pftfr of 
hands, such as J know your's to be. You sliali 
not be my servaftt,but as you write a good hand, 
and don't want for sharpness, you shall be my 
companion, and if you must have an office, my 
oecretary, thou|h to say the truth, I shatl most 
probably write my own letters, in the mean 
4ime you will bt improving yourselfyand if yoa 
like seeing foreign countries, will not, I think^ 
iind your situation disagi.eeable. 

In this way, therefore, ^^%'^VCC\«^^'^'^ 
transformed from being Ca^laivw oi V>Bkft^^'^-'^^^ 
j^bo^rd the Ceres frigate, vivto Xx^^A'*^^^^ "'" 
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paniou and secretary of Captaifi Blisset. Nor 
if we could make the reader as vfeW acquaintfd 
with him as we are oorseUei, do we think the 
change would appear so extraordioary aa it maj 
at first seem. He was now in the prime ci 
manhood, stTong.built^actiTe,and well.looking, 
and thoogh he had passed so many years of his 
Hfe at sea, hie manners were neither rough nor 
Ivoisteroiis ; he had in his air that boldness whick 
those ]>ersonB acquire who pais much of their 
time amongst men — there was at the same time 
a respectful modesty, which accompanied his 
frankness, and shewed him to be a man of sense, 
and diseretioo. 

It was agreed between Capt. Blisset and Wil. 
liam, that the latter should take three months to 
visit bis fallier at Greenwich, and his friends in 
Dublin, whom he had not seen for such a long 
time, after which he should bt ready to enter 
upon his new situation. I shaljl be kept busy, 
said Captain Blisset, during this period, in pro. 
Curing the necessary permission from the East 
India Company, without whose license, no one 
is allowed to remain in their Eastern possessions; 
and also in furnishing myself with the introduc- 
tjon, which I shall want for the GoTernor.Ge 
neral, so as to be able to sail about the middle 
of July ; at what port we may land, I have not 
yet determined, but as I go out solely to in. 
crease my stock of information, I shall, of 
course, be pretty much decided by tbat cousi. 
derRtioo in my proceedings. 



We sliaM not detain the reader by describing 
WiUiam^s journey to Dublin, or (he joy which 
George experienced at the bight of his son, 
ivbea he came to him in Greenvrich; not the 
filial sentiments with which the latter returned 
all his affection ; he was still the same hale old 
inatiaswhen he left Dublin; a few more wrinkles 
there were in his brow, and a less firm step, but 
it was only William that could see them —for to 
the eye of casual obser?ation, his bodily powers 
bad experienced no alteration. His heart was 
the same as ever; and as he approached nearer 
and nearer to the grave, he grew more and 
9iore fond of serious conversation, and dwelt 
more frequently upon the prosi>ect of being re« 
united to his departed wife. This but in- 
creased his habitual cheeifulneps, and made 
him Increase in watchfulness, that the chief 
enemy should not come U()on him by sjirprise— 
The hoars flew so swiftly in his son's society, 
that it seemed but a couple of weeks, when the 
appointed day for their separation arrived, and 
it became nccesstry to pare. We pass over the 
scene that took place, for description could 
not do justice to their feelings — suflice it to say, 
that William was not ashamed of his tears^ as 
be shook his old father by the hand, and that 
George prayed to Him, who is the Giver of 
every blessing, that his iHfluence might guide, 
and his arm protect his son through eve^^ %^^^- 
tion of life into 5ir\ucV\ Y\^ T[\\^V.>a<i <:a>\^^* 
At the timeftxed ov^ NN VVVxt^^ vew^^.^v>^^^^ 
in London, having Y*reV\o\^s\>f l>\t\vss>x^^^^ 
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With such articles as ke might require ; bathenr 
an unexpected pleasure awaited him. It wasi 
at thia time that the Persian Ambassador, after 
having remained for some time in England, wa» 
about to return to his oyrn country, and as it 
was necessary to treat him with eT«ry distinctioiiy 
a roan of war was directed to carry him out, and 
a person of rank appointed to Accompany him, 
until he landed on the continent of India, as an 
additional mark of respect. The individual 
chosen for this office was no other than Captain 
Bli«set« and thus was he enabled to enter upon 
his travels under the most favourable auspices^ 
and with advantages which few, travelliuisr at 
private individuals at their own charge, could 
hope to enjoy. 

It was on the 18th of July, that the Asia, 64 
guns, set sail from the Downs, with the Persian 
ambassador, aud eight servaats aboard, Capt. 
Bliss* t and also William Walsh. On the 2l8t, 
•they lost sigiit of the Lizard Poinf the most 
southerly point of England, and after an 
agreeable passage of eleven days, reached the 
islands of Madeira, lying to tlie west of Africa. 
On the 1 1th September, they made the coast 
of South Amerioa; it was anusing, however^ 
to hear the Persians, who had been called on 
deck, to look at the new world, ejcpress their 
disappointment at beholding nothing but com- 
mon land and common trees, the name ne# 
world having led them to suppose that It was 
mJt/>getber aaiike the old. 
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Steering south from the coast of Brazil, thpjr 
800D got into the trade wind, and had a fresh 
gale, which carried them for four days con. 
siderably to the south, and here the weather 
became so yerj cold, that they were obliged to 
add to their . bed clothes^ and take to their 
. winter clothing. Hence, their course lay east* 
ward to the southern promontory of Asia. 

But it was not likely that the voyage should 
possess much interest to any aboard-^to the 
Ambassador and his train, it was irksome ii| 
the extreme, for the Persians ha?e a rooted an« 
iipathy to the sea ; even William, though aU 
ways ready to take the helm, or to put his 
hands to a rope when assistance was wanting, 
used to feel his time hang heavy and unoccu. 
pied, so true is it, that they are the happiest 
whose hands are busy. On the 20th October, 
^t two o'clock^ A. M. Capt. Blisset was awa- 
kened by William informing him that tbej 
were in Table Bay, the harbour of the Cape of 
Good Hope^ which is the southern promontory 
of the continent of Africa. The Cape liad been 
irisible frQm the mast head, from the middle of 
the preceding day,, and its appearence now in 
the bright moonlight, had a very fine effect from 
the deck, fiere they landed before breakfast, 
and employed the" few days that the shipremat»« 
ied, for the purpose of taking in water, in making 
an excursion up the country, in company wltk 
the AmlMissadoTi "wVvo \^^s \^t€\s^'^ ^>^». 
due honour by the GoN«it\voT- ^^"^v ^'^^ 
IVbrember, they ag^ln eiafewV^^^ ^^ew\^^^^ 
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soon after got into the monsoon, or trade wind, 
they proceeded for somie time without any 
remarkable occurrence. 

Shortly after passing the Cape, erery one 
aboard was awoke at day.break by a cry of 6re, 
and it may well be supposed that neither Cap- 
tain Blisset nor William was the last on deck to 
assist in extingutshiog it. The Persians also, 
were ready to give their help, but their extreme 
timidity and dislike to the' sea, made them so 
awkard and inefficient, that the Captain wus 
obliged with but little ceremony to send them be^ 
low and shut them up in their own cabin. I^et 
the reader reflect, how dreadful is the situation 
of those, exposed in the niiddleof the wide ocean 
to this destructive element. Onshore, a man 
may hope to escape from a burning house.. At 
sea, if shipwrecked on a desolate island, he is 
thankful to Providence for his presevation, and 
like Robinson Crusoe, soon learns to make the 
best of his situation, but to be in the midst 
of flames on the ocean, many hundred mites 
from land, in momentary expectation of the 
gunpowder, which these large ships of wat 
always carry for the use of their cannon, 
taking Are, and blowing the ?essel to atoms, 
or of gradually burning to the water's edge, and 
then foundering, these apprehensions make 
eren the stoutest tremble. Providentially, 
however, they were not long kept in suspense : 
^rerj^ one aboard^ with the eKce\ition of the 
I^f^rsiAaSy acted vnX\i calmness av\d\TvV.T^^\^\Vf> 

^nd in lesn than an hour tVve (V?Lm^?i vi^i^ 

^ompletriy got under. 
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During tlie Alms which they met soon aft«*r 
ia the middle parts of the Globe, the sea was 
as smooth as glass, and eveiy floating sub- 
stance thrown oTer board remaining round 
the Yesse], they were often obliged in the cool 
of the evening to lower the boats and tow 
her to some distance. This alternation of stiff 
breezes and calm weather continued for six 
weeks, so that when the town of Cochin, on 
the coast of Malabar was discerned from the 
^eck With telescopes, their supply of waters 
was actually reduced to one cask ; it may easily 
he imagined, therefore, how rejoiced was every 
onea->board, as they slowly approached the 
€OCoa.natgroTe8, which seemed to rise from 
the ocean on the low sandy shore near the town 
^f Cochin, where they anchored in the evening. 

After remaining two days at Cochin, in 
•order to take in water, cattle, poultry, fruits, 
and vegetables, luiuries which those alone 
know the value of who have been for a long 
time cooped up in a vessel, and living for weeks 
on salt provisions, the vessel sailed for Bombay, 
which, lying north of Oochin, on the same west, 
'em coast of the Peninsula of Ilindostan, the ves« 
sel was able to keep so close in shore, that the 
coast was always visible from the d^ck. On 
the last day of the year they cast anclior in the 
harbonr.of Bombay, which is an island lying 
on the western peninsula of Ilindostan, and is 
in fact the capital of the^VioVci Vi»ft ^V '^\\^v^sv 
settlements on that side, \va.Vvw% ^<cjr5wjvfc^^^ 
W4>yage of 18,589 mUe^Vu IV^ vj^sy^ «^ ^"^'^ 
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li^onChs, thirteen days, an average nearly oj^ 
112 miles in' the twenty.four hoortf. 

But herd it h necessary to inform the reader^ 
that this was not always the course pursued by 
those who wished to reach India from Europe'. 
So recently as the year 1493, the year after thd 
discovery of America by Christopher Colnm. 
bus, the route lay up the Mediterrauean Sea to 
Alexandria, in Egypt, across the isthmus of 
Suez to the Red Sea, and thenr either across th^ 
dfsert of Arabia,. or by water, thrdngh'tiimisd 
* Sea and the Indian Ocean, but in that yMJ* the 
Southern point of Africa, now called the CSj^ of 
Good Hope, Was descried by Bartholeme^^ 
Diaz', a Portuguese, who penetrated farther in 
this direction than any toyager before himy 
^ though, deterred by tempestuous weather, hl^ 
was fearful of attempting to penetrate farther 
^outh, foV he did not kno\V that, doubling this 
point, nothing opposes the navigator'^ course to 
India. In' four years after^ howefer, the im- 
portant fact was satisfactorily ascertained', and 
tlie name of the Cape of Tempe&ts which Diaz' 
had given to it, was changed into the more aus^ 
]iiciiii^ one of Cape of Good Hope. The Kio^ 

, Of*Portugal also equipped a fleet, which was 
8et)|t out under the Command of Vasccr de Gama, 

. vi^ho in a short time surmounted all the difhcui. 
ties which had deterred his predecessors, for he 
rounded the continent of Africa^ and' led his 
European fleet, for the first time. Into the In. 
i^/ji/r Seas, It is a curious fact, however, that 

46o^ffli the Fartuguese fre^uc^tVy VixxcYv^^ ^\» 
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Tfible Bay, in the voyages tQ and from India^ 
.they never thought of forming any permanent 
Settlement there. In the year 16<^, the Dutcl^ 
^xe4 upon it fis a station for their ^vessels, but 
it was not for fifty years after that they began 
to colonize it,and extend th^ir authority into 
the interior. At pjresent, t^e Cape of Good 
jEIope belpngs to the British, aqd as it pretty 
nearly dlvides^the voyage from Europe to India 
jjnto two equal portions, it naturally fotrms one ^ 
of the great land marks of the globe, as well as *^ 
a halting pUce for vessel^ bound to the East 
^Indies from Great Britain. 

When the novelty of the objects before him 
^ad, in some degree, worn otf, Willjam, under 
Captain Btisset's kind instructions, set himself 
jto iearn every thin^ connected with the islaud| 
^that was remarkable. 

Somb^y, which lies in lat. 18 58 norths 
and 72^ 38' east, stands upon a small island, 
separated from the western coast of th6 peni* 
insula of India by a narrow strait, and is one 
of a cluster of six small jslands, which form' 
together pne of the mpst safe and comd(odi6us 
harbours in the world, approachable at all 
times, and affording a safe anchorage during 
the most tempestuous seasons. Near the south* 
. em extremity of the island stands the light, 
house, which rises to the height of 150 feet 
above the level of the sec^^^tvd^Vv^'^V^sXvj^V 
At the distance of twenty .ovKt Tsvv\«.*^. Xv.^^®^^'^ 
Jkets are supplied from tUe vie\fe^\^o^^^%N^s»^^ 
piSmhttie^ and from iVie coaXTvo^^uVi^"^'^^^ 
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necessartes of life ; for though the people are 
industrious, and every spot that will admit of 
cultivation is sown with rice, or planted with 
cocoa nut trees, still so rocky is the soil, that 
in one year it does not produce food sufficient 
forthe coiisnmption of six weeks* 

The city is about a mile in length, and a 
quarter of a mile in breadth. It is surrounded 
by fortifications, being a place which, in time 
of war, an enemy would be most likely, from its 
situation, to seek to gain possession of. In 
the centre of the town is a large open space, 
called the Green, which is surrounded with 
many large well built houses. On one side 
stands the Bazar, which is crowded and well 
supplied with all kinds of merchandize and 
previsions. It is the residence also of the na- 
tive merchants. The Europeans hold their 
counting houses in town — but business once 
over, they resort to elegant and comfortable 
Tillas. 

The population of the whole island of Bom. 
bay is 2^0,000 souls, of whom about 170,000 
are Hindoos, and the rpmatnder made up of 
Parsees, Mahometans, Jews, and British ; and 
it will give some idea of the rapid advance 
which it has made in prosperity, that Charles 
II. about 140 years ago, granted it to the East 
India Company at the rent of ^10 annually, 
pa)able at the custom-house in London ; and 
so Jatelj as fiftj years ago, it was described by 
a /earned foreigner as having V\tVm tVv^ tvitwt^ 

i^^eding years increased from 70,000 lo 

^4o,(JOO inhabitants. 



Tfae ambassador was received with great dis«« 
tiDCtioD by the go?erDor of Bombay. Previous 
to landing, also, a number of Persian merchant^ 
came on board, and brought \iith themy accords 
ing to the cnstom of their country, presents of 
all sorts of fruit. But that which gave him 
most pleasure, was the receipt of a royal decree, 
jby which his sovereign conferred on him the title 
pi Khan, which means prince, and expressed 
Jiis entire approval of his conduct in England* 

Shortly after their arrival, Captain Blissef: 
had to arrange ^he ceremonial to be observed 
when the ambassador should return the gover- 
nor's visits — the Persians attaching great impor. 
tance to these forms, and valuing them just ii^ 
proportion to the parade and shoyi^, which were 
exhibited to them. On entering the fort,accor4r 
|ngly, he found the streets liped with soldiers, 
who saluted him as he passed, with the Indian ' 
salutation — Prosperity attend you. Two page9 
in red and gpld walked by his side, driving away 
the flies with large bunches of feathers, aii4 
several men with massive silver sticks walked 
before him with a ^tately air* Tlie goverdof 
himself was at the door of his residence to v 
receive him : and frequei|t discharges of artil. 
lery, and the sound of military music increas<id 
the effect of a scene, which evidently gave, 
inuch satisfaction to him whom it was intended 
jto honour* 

As we do not propose to do \£vo\^^'^'^^^^ 

rery rapid sketch o( W\\\\%to?& ^^'^'''^^'^Tn ^"^Is 
. frfej- the reader to a \\u\ft \iwV> w^vt^ 
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History of Remarkable Trees, for a description 
of the cocoa-nut tree, which grows in such abun- 
dance in these parts of India, and is converted 
to no less than three hundred and sixty uses,fur. 
nishing the inhabitants with cordage, timber for 
8hip.building,a fermented liquor called arrack^ 
▼inegar, oil, sugar, milk, food, paint, and all 
kinds of domestic utensils. The same little book 
will also g!?e a full description of the banyan 
free, which is called the wonder of the ?egetable 
world, and grows in great luxuriance in the 
eastern climates. This is the tree that throws 
out from its branches fibres which, in time, 
strike into theground,and become parent stems, 
so that it resembles an immense gro?e, although 
it is, in fact, but one tree. 

It happened that at this time^ a dry season of 
unusual length had set in, which gave our tra. 
Tellers an opportunity of remarking how little 
their countrymen at home are sensible of the 
goodness of Providence, in giving to them that 
alternation of sun-shine and rain,which clothes 
the ground with such abundant verdure. In 
Bombay, the burning heat of the sun soon 
changed the colour of the grass to a burnt hue, 
from which the abundant dews, which fail at 
night, were unable to recover it. ^^ Here,*' said 
Captain Blisset, ^^ we learn the force and beauty 
of those descriptions of fertilizing streams and 
refreshing showers, which occur often in the 
}Jo}j Bible.'* When rain is withheld, the hSea* 
reag are said to he as brass, and t\ie ^t1\i>% 
^oiM; but wbenU falls on the th\wty ^^\>V^e 
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language is equally poweifal — ^^ Thou visite|t 
the earth and blessest it ; thou makest It veiy 
plenteous ; thou waterest her furrows^ thou 
sendest rain into the little valleys thereof; thou 
makest it soft with the drops of rain, and 
blessest the in<;rease of it. Thou crownest the 
year with thy goodness — and thy clouds drop 
fatness." 

As the heat Is so very great in India, ?arioQS , 
are the methods had recourse to for moderating 
its violence ; and our travellers had reason to 
admire the ingenuity of human invention. The 
houses of the wealthy are built with thick walls 
to resist the heat : and every door and window 
shut to exclude the air i or if open, screens of 
matted grass are hung up before them, kept • 
constantly watered— for it is found, that as the 
hot air dries them up, the evaporation of the 
moisture produces a refreshing coolness. For 
the same reason, jars of porous earth full of 
watepare suspended in the current of wind; and 
the various liquors which they use as drinky are 
wrapped up for some time before they are 
brought to table, in a cotton cloth, kept con- 
stantly wetted. 

The native inhabitants of Bombay, and thqr 
resemble the other Hiadoes who reside on the 
continent, are generally of a dark tawney co« 
iour, of the middle stature, slight made, and 
well proportioned, with black e^e^ ^'QkAL^^Qlx:^^ 
und a mild expression oi coxmVevvwx^^* K\aw^ 
their good qualities, UieiT o\ie^\«^^'^ ^^, ^^'^^^ 
riora; resigaation in nurfotUm^- OKWt>^^'i'^ 
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liOHpitaiity : filial and conjugal affection, deserre 
jto be mentioned, for they might, in these re« 
JBpects be held up b9 examples to many who 
]think thems/^lyes far before them fn civiiizatiop. 
They are also extremely spber^ drinking only 
^ater, fnilk, and sherbet; and npne but thos^ 
jof the very lowest order are ever seen in a state 
iof into^fication. They eat morninglEind eTen» 
ing : and as from religious scruples, they ne?^r 
feed on any thing that has had life; their cook, 
ing utensils are yery simple — their plates and 
dishes are ^enjerally formed from the leaf of the 
plantain tree, or the white lily, ^nd are never 
used, a sepond time. 

The pen shave the )iead and beard, but leave 
Jthe mustiaxrhips on the upper lip, and a small lock 
<of ha|r dp the head. The higher class wear tur. 
jbans of fine mqslin of dii^erent colours, encir. . 
cled w,ith diamonds, rubies, and emeralds, and 
ia long gown p^ white calico^ whiph is tied roun^ 
the middle with an iembroidered sash. Their 
■ JBhoes are of red leather, or English broad clotf), 
sometimes ornamented^ and always turned up 
with a long point at the toel Their ears are 
bored and adorned with large gold rings ; and 
on their arms' they wear bracelets of gold or 
Vilver. The princes and hoblfes are adorned 
with pearl necklaces and ffojd chains, to which 
clusters of costly gems ate sw*^ei\^^^% 'Wv^v^^ii^ 
f^nor classes are rather daxket va to\s\^«ivs>^\ 
t^eir dress generally 'coi\a\at^ oi «l \.u\\i^\v^ ^ 
/W cotton YektkA drawer^-, 1^1^^^^< 
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hough the poorest usually contiriTe to purchase 
a silver bracelet for the arm. 

But that which excited most surprise ia 
William, was the early age at which the Indian 
womeo are marriageable ; and the rapidity with 
which their beauty decays. They are metheis 
at twel?e years of age, and grandmothera at 
five-and.twenty, ^' Yes,*' said Captain BUsset, 
when William mentioned his surprise, ^^ it if aa 
early time of life to have the cares of a family ; 
and early also to feel the approaches of old agff* 
But you will observe the consequence. — Whea 
they are most handsome they are children in 
sense — aqd when they come to acquire tenae) 
their beauty is gone : — though from the little 
education they receive, and the retired manner 
in which they are made to live, I donU think 
they can be very well informed companions at 
Uny time ; they know little of the world— -evcBi 
the highest in rank receiving no instructioii) 
<even ,in reading or writing, and not being per. 
mittetd to ea,i with their husbands or brothers, or 
to associate with strangers. And yet they shew 
a most affectionate disposition. They are pro- 
mised in marriage generally at the age of four 
or five. The bride afterwards sees her husband 
as a play.fellow, and about eleven she is con- 
ducted with great ceremony to his house, and 
enters upon the duties of a wife, and the mU- 
tress of a family. Shou\d \\v^ ^o^ ^vt ^xstv"^"^ 
thiB iiiferval, the glr\ lemiiwa «l V\^o^ \ox V&fe \ 
she has her head shaved, am\ ^'^^^^^^^f^^ 
every ornament. Whcu t>i« \iu^>c»»^ ^^ ^^ 



Irem Jhofne for any length of time, thej seldom 
Vear their jewels, since the person they mosj; 
jfished to please^ is no longer in their presence.'/ 

As fsir as the climate admits j the English fash, 
ions in houses, eqiiipagefi and dress, are generally 
Adopted amongst tjie European residents at Bom- 
bay. The d6mestic servants are seldom Euro* 
peans*— the ladies being better serveid bj youns 
females from the coisist of Malabar ; and the men 
9>y tiegrb, orMalayboys, trained by themselves. 
Vhe l^dia clerks anil writers' att^-ched to the 
/Commefrcial establishmenis of the East India 
jCompany, are Hindoos, and possess all the 
good Qualities of trust-worthy men ' being much 
^attached to their employer, careful of his itite- 
iirest, accurate in their accounts, and what is 
>ery sfngular, such exact itnitators of his hand-, 
writing, when it is their busipesS to transcribe ' 
liis letters, that ijt is oft^n difficult f.o distinl 
jguish between the original and the copy. 
^ Frota the situation of Bombay^ it con^mapds 
Hn^x'tensive commence with the countries situ. 
:ated io'the Persian and Arabian gulfs ; with the 
Test of Hindostan, aiid alio with the islands in 
the eastern ocean, and with Chipa.— With £u. 
rope also, and with different parts of America, 
ft carries oh a considerable thtde, so that ia 
!fiact,' though but an inconsidjerable spot, it may 
toe said to tjrade with the four quarters of the 
|;lobe. 

TheParseeSj whom "we ba^e aXt^aA'j s» 
iionedy ' are descendants of tboae 'wVv^ ^va^^ 
^en aot of Persia by' tfie MaVioTnela\i«^ ^ 

fifirefith ceD^ury^ ^settled ia JSuxetat \ vsA!^ 
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AoTe Aanone tnoti sand years hafeelapBeds^d^^* 
they are a distinct pieo'pie, contracting no roar* 
riages with' the Hi^doos• Some of those wha 
have settled in Bbmfoajr, are the ribhest indiyi-. 
ftuals on' the western' side of India. 0thers of 
them quit Qu'zerat, whe^e they lea;ve their fami* 
lies, and settle hi Bombay for a few years, tL$' 
8liip«.wrfgh't^, flf trad^e in ii^hich they e:R;el, sa? in^ 
thejr Wages carefully,' irntM they hate got toge« 
ther asnmcientsiim to go home and setup a trfide 
^pr themselves, indeed there was nothing sbuck 
William 80 much, a^ to see a number of ship^ 
Wrights hi white Aiuslhi dresses, working^upoa 
ft Tessel which they were then' building. 
• Before theiV departure from Bbntbay, WiHiam' 
attended his' minster iC an eVennig j^iCrty^at th^' 
house of one of the princf^^l Parsees, named Pes- 
tengee, and wa^ here able to form some idea of 
their great Wealth; the females were loaded with' 
ornaments. Pestengee's grand soii^, a child of 
SiBven yfears old,' with his little wife tWoyearsi' 
younger, appeared with' string^ of pearls af 
forge as hazel-nuts, besides fire or six long 
TOWS of the size of pea's, giVen to the.m on, 
their marriage^ whiefi had taken' phS^a few 
months before. On'^that o'ccasfon, the eim 
pense incurred yt&s computed at twelve thou-' 
sand pounds— the streets were^ carpeted and 
canopied with cotton' cloth ; £Oftfectionarf 
, and fniits Mr^re scattered among^ thi* populace ; 
processions and fire-Vorks were continued 
ihrough the night; the Bnii^t N^^^>K^xv\?vvtsa5«.^^ 
tfpid FAloable g^fti<a«ttltaut^A;wjio^^\.S5sw^^^^^ 
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itlations of the parties; and the littVebrkieaiicI 
bridegroom were borne along on an ornamented 
|>a1ftnkeen, covered with jewels^ preceded by 
.banners and musical iDStrumentSy and followed 
by crowds of people. Pestengee^s grapdfather 
had come from Guserat to Bombay^ a day-la« 
bonreT ; but industry and good conduct are re« 
warded in Bombay as well as in Great Britain 
andt Ireland, thought William as he listened to 
this account from a seijeant in one of the Eng- 
lish regiments quartered there, who had wit* 
nessed the bridal ceremony. Let it not be sup.' 
posed, howe?er.i that the fortunes amassed by 
the ParseeS) are all spent hi parade and feasl- 
ing. In the famine which desolated India in 
1806 and 1S07, a Parsee merchant fed five 
thousand poor persons, daily, for thn>e months ; 
besides other liberalities to the starving people; 
Another instance of the success that seldom 
fath to await honest industry, is found ia 
the history of him who is now at the head 
of the government dock-yards. Previous to 
1735, there were no docks at Bombay, the 
principal ship building station being at Surat* 
at that time, however, the British agent had 
such reason to be satisfied with the foreman, 
named Lowjeb, that he tried to persuade him 
to settle in Bombay, to superintend the ships 
which he intended to have. built there. The 
ittachnent and fidelity of this Parsee, howeyer 
4 o his master, could not be shaken by their ofiera, 
^ind he refused to olose wUkt]DLem\iuV3\\&»v«tr 
^Btlssi^a iras obtaUied, S\tic^ ^ix^^ ^{««^ ^^ 



tiistdrjr of the dock-yardsfiasbeeh the history of 
Lowjee^s fkmily, all of whom acted so uncor* 
i-uptedly in the discharge of their du'tj, that 
they ha?e been continued from father to son for 

fiye generations. In 1771, Lowjee introduced 
liistwograndsons into the yard^ biit determining 
that they should leiirn their profession practi^ 
cally, he made them work as coninion carpen^ 
ters at so much per moriihi ^ ^ 

These two were succeeded by theif two sonl^ 
fiomagee &nd Tamgee^ who carried on, the 
business with as much credit as their ancestors, 
iLod their success was so great in building ft, 
frigate, that the British Admiralty ordered 
Several to be laM down. They intended, at 
first, to have sent out a Kuropean builderj but 
the merits of Bomagee and his brother, recom« 
mended them so much, that they were placed 
over the dock yards, as mastfr^buUders* Bjr 
them, were built, four seventy.foar gun ships^ 
two thirty^eight, two thirty .sixes, besides 
t wenty.fi ve merchantmen, from 1000 to 600 
tons burden, &c. and some smaller craft. 

Wbat an instance, tiiought William, of the 
effects of a good example^ and how strongly 
does it prove that a good name is. the best 
-possesion a man can leave'td his children. 

During their st^y at Bombay, Captain BlisseC 
accbmpaified by William, n^ade an excursion 
to the island of £lephaifta, which is about two 
leagues distant, and is celchtilvd Ifix xV.'^x^- 
markabJe cares, cut by m^tv^A V^Xj^o^^ \^ ^^ 
rock. TheyfoandUcVidiioleTitee^lN^^^^^^*^ 
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In circumference, tmd consisted of two xocJb^ 
"momitftiBS and a small valley of rice fields l>a. 
tween, Cttltivated by a few Hindoo farmers**— 
Near the landing-place stands the figure of an 
elephant, the size of life, which probably gave 
Us name to. the island. 

Ascending the mountain by a narrow patfa, 
.they soon arrived at a snug cottage occupied by 
itSerjcant of Veterans, who had been placed 
thereby the English GoTernmeot to take charge 
«f the Cave and the figures. The former is a. 
great chamber or cavern hollowed out in the 
tock so as to leave four rows of massive co- 
lumns standing, which appear to support^the 
roof; they are uqtform, and placed at regular 
distances, and'forra three; magnificentavenues — 
the whole being 220 feet long and 150 broad ; , 
At the upper end of the apartment is aninu 
mense figure reaching nearly from the floor to 
the roof, a height of fifteen feet-*-in one of the 
hands of which is a lai^e Cobra di Capelieser. 
pent, while the other contains fruits, £owers^ 
&c. On each side of this figure is a gigantic 
statue of a man leaning on a dwarf. Think 
ffid Captain Blisset to his attendant, what 
time, labour, and ingenuity it must have 
required to cut away the rock, inch by inch^ 
leaving only these huge fignres and pillars 
Standing, and observe how ^ery rich the carviqg 
ti on the tops of these colinnns and along the 
iides of the cave. 

Hatlff^tbos satisfied his cariostty^ at Ele« 
jp^^jUffj. Cjfptain BUsset resolved to ^R«i tV^ 



fimilar ezcaTations in the islilnd of Salsetto, 
which is connected with Bombay by a cause- 
way. The party consisted of Aie gentlemen 
and himself, and a numerous retinue of attend, 
ants, who were obliged to carry beds, pro* 
Tisions, and every thing wanted. The great 
temple, like the one already described, is hol- 
lowed out of the rock, being upwards of ninety 
lieet long, thirty .eight feet wliie, and proper, 
tionably high, with a fluted concave roof. It 
is divided, into three aisles by two rows of 
columns; at the extremity of the middle aisle, 
which is the broadest, is a huge circular pile of 
rock, nineteen feet high, and forty-eight feet in 
circumference. In this temple, the party found 
no images, nor any kind of Sculpture,, except 
oathe capitals of the pillars, which are general- 
ly finished in a masterly style, and, what is very 
extraordinary, are but little impaired by time ; 
on the top of 9ome is a figure like a bull be- 
tween elephants, horses, lions, and animals 
of different kinds. 

After remaining some hours in the large 
temple, the party proceeded further up the 
mountain, by a flightof steps, hewn in the rock 
and continued to the summit. These steps led 
to smaller excavations, most of which consist of 
two rooms, a portico, and benches cut in the 
rock, to each also was annexed a cistern of 
water of «bottt three cubic feet, also hewn in 
the rock, for the preservation of raUv ^^ts£x« 
And may I ask, to wVial xx^^ iVe^^ ig^^v^-aJCw^^ 
were applied, said Ca^U\w ^Vx^^x^^Vo^vx ^\^^^M 
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Kentteman Who foi^med one of the ptrty^ &t0<f 
indeed, had accompanied them rather usmgvtfd^ 
than to satisfy his own curiosity. It i»th« 
opinion of some, replied he, that all these exca* 
Yations formed a great city, containing manjr 
thousand inhabitants, and that the largest tem« 
pie was their place of worship, whilst the smal* 
ler ones were the dwelling places of the people, 
according to their respective ranks in sppiety 2 
but the more received opinion is, that thes^ 
chambers were the abodes of the priests who 
oflictated in the temple, and that the circular 
figure was the idol they worshipped. 

During the stay of the party at Salsette, 
William was the means of saving the life oi a 
poor child, whom a tiger had actually seised, 
and was carrying off, whenhe fired the carbine 
which he carried,^ and obliged it to let fall its 
prey. Indeed from the number of the^e anl. 
mals, which infest the mountainous parts of the 
island, and often d/>seend into the plains, sucK 
accidents frequently occur. The infant had 
bven seized by its little dress of cotton, so that 
it received no injury except a few scratches 
from the bushes, through whi^h the animal was 
bearing it off, when the shot obliged it to let go 
Its intended victim. 

Having a great wish to see Surat, and the 

Ambassador not requiring his attendance. 

Captain Blisset*and William took the advafu 

tageofau English vessel which was bound to 

ikatport, ami had ouly teueUed at V^omUa>|^ 
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i6 nlkake arrangements for taking a freigM 
thence, on Us return. The wind was favour* 
able, and they arrived at their destination ia 
less than forty.eight hours, but were obliged to 
cast anchor, tn Swallow Roads, at the mouth 
' <^ the river Taptee, on the banks of which 
Sorat is built. It is the chief (own of the Pro. 
Tinee of Guicrat, and was formerly 9- place of 
great trade. Since the rise of Bombay, how« 
ever, it ha« much declined, though it still con. 
tains above 70,000 Inhabitants, The village^ 
^here our travellers disembarked, is called 
DomAs, and there they procured a carriage to 
convey them to the city, it is fortified with a 
brick wall, and from the numerous gardens and 
•pacious square's, covers so great a space, that 
Captain Blisset wag two hours and a half 
iralking round (hem.. 

It has been already said^ that the religion of 
the Hindoos does not perfiit them to eat animal 
food 5 however they carry theirHenderness for 
living creatures still further. In Surat there is. 
no hospital for hnman beings, but there is an 
extensive establishment, of this nature, for 
sick or maimed animals. When any one turns 
Wit an old horse, or any other domestic animal, 
as useless, the Ind/ans voluntarily assume the 
care of it, and place it in thia house, which is 
full of infirm, deorepid cows, sheep, rabbits, 
liens, pigeons, ^c, Our travellers saw also in it 
a great tortoise, ivhich waa h\vv\d vcA Vfe^S^^^®''v 
pif^ OS tbey iwet« toU^Vl&l^^^^^ ^^^^^^ 

^ % 
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the Indians keep even a physician, expressly for 
th^ purpose of attending these animals. I think 
Sir, said William, this is a great abuse of cha- 
rity. It is, replied Captain Blisset, though it 
certainly, originated in a compassionate feeU 
ing for the brute creation ; «nd though the 
money thus expended, might be much better 
applied. It strikes roe, that the other extreme, of 
destroying animals, that are do long«'r useful, 
er leaving them to peri,sh, h more reprehensible. 

When the religion of the country prescribes 
to the people the use of vegetable food only, it 
may well be supposed that a great soui'ce of 
luxury and expense is cut off; in fact a Hindoo 
Mrill live upon a pennyworth of rice daily ; so 
that it would be difficult for him to indulge his 
taste for splendour, in any other way than in, 
his dress and equ^)age, and certainly both are 
of the roost costly description. The hacker j 
which is a kind of covered waggon, Is of sim* 
pie, and to an European eye, of inelegant con- 
struction ; but it is in the oxen which draw it, 
that the Indian nobleman lavishes his money, a 
pair of white oxen will cost him 600 rupees, 
whilst, in adorning the points of their horns 
with silver, and in their trappings, a consider, 
able sum in addition is lavished. 

The citizens of Surat display their magnifi- 
cence, likewise, in their paUinquius. This is a 
sort of couch, stilpended upon a bamboo, and 
borne by four men. Th6 traveller reclines in 
/J/is, and is sh&deA from the s\in by a curtain ; 
^ jpaJanquiDy compUUXy ornamented m\\iw\N« 
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••rered with rich staiTs, and sospended upon ft 
handsome bamboo, properly bent, will cost 
above 200 pounds sterling. The bamboo, 
alone, of the Governor's palanquin, exclusive 
of the other ornaments, cost 125 pounds* The 
bearers of the palanquin, and Indian servantA 
wear no clothes except a small linen cloth about 
their loins, with close flat bonnets on their 
beads. [See frontispiece.} At Surat, the day is 
reckoned from sunset to sunset, and is divided, 
sot into twenty-four hours, but into sixty 
garris, each garri being twenty four minutes. 

On the 30th January, Captain Blisset re. 
turned from Surat, and resumed his attendance 
on the Persian ambassador. This, however, 
did not long continue, for in a fortnight after^ 
the latter set out on his return to Persia, the 
Captain having made all necessary arrange* 
ments for his accommodation. He had invited 
his English friends to accompany him, in fail 
overland journey homewards, promising thent 
all the advantaged which his knowledge of the 
country and influence could give ; but Captain 
Blisset had already resolved on deferrlngj^hif 
visit to Persia, until he should have ^en what- 
ever was remarkable In Hindostan, and the 
countries adjacent. With many expressions, 
therefore, of gratitude, he declined this proffered 
kindness, resolving however, to avail himself of 
it, when returning from India to Europe, and hav- 
ing taken leave of him, now t.uxIv^^>^%^^^K«2B*s^ 
to the objett of his voyiigje, Tflcis^^ ^^^^s? 
Iwging his sphere ot oV>%ex^^^^w\!^» ^^^ 
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already mentioned the high recomraendatlov i ^ 
ivith which he was furnished, when leafii^^ 
London, and the mission, on which \{e hs^/ 
beep employed, was not likely to lessen ti^e 
kindness which these letters of introductioii 
procured him ; nor was It merely in obtaining 
civilities from those in office, that they proved 
vsefol. The Qovernor of Bombay was about 
tq send despatches to Ceylon, an island situate^ 
aouth of the Peninsula of Hindosfan, and he 
therefore proposed to Captain Blisset to bear 
them to their destipation* You may chose^ 
said he, your own route, you may go the whole 
distance by water, or if yoy prefer it, land on 
the adjoining continent of Hindostan, and^ 
travelling southwards, embark at some port^ 
and thus reach your destination ; and, though 
you will not derive from my commission, any 
gi^ater advantage, at least you will meet with 
that accommodation to which officers travellin|[ 
on the public service are entitled-*— elephantS| 
borses, carriages, attendants and guides^ 
free of eipense. With this liberal proposal^ 
Captain Blisset at once closed, and in three 
days after the Persian Ambassador's departure, 
vie behold him, together with Wiiliamy 
landed on the peninsula of Hindp8tan,,an(i 
uursuing his journey southwards, haying de. 
termined to go to Popoah, which lies inland 
ffom the coast. But before we follow him in 
this route, it will be necessary to give the 
reader some idea of the geography of that 
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vast extent wblclit Is known by the name of 
Hindustan : 

Hiadostan is an eitensife region of Asia. 

I jing between 65^ and 05^of east longitude, and 

$And 35 north latitade. It comprehends all 

l&e countries situated between the south.wes* 

yiern part of the Chinese Empire and the Indian 

i ocean. China, therefore, forms its north-eastern 
boundary, and hardly can It be said to have i| 
•outiiern, for the peninsula being someyifbat in 
tho shape of a p«ar, the eastern and western 
•ides meet in a point, and form its southern ex« 
iremity called Cape Comorin« These western 
and eastern shores arc bounded, the former by 
the Arabian ocean, which separates it from 
JLrabia, and the letter by the Say of Bengal, 
ifhich lies b<^tweeii it and the Blrman Empire* 
It may also |>e mentioned, that the northerti 
part of the west side of Hiudostan^ abore where 
the Arabian Gulf eictends to, is bounded by the 
eastern extremity of the. kingdom of Persia. 
The principal cities of lllndostan are situated 
tlong the coasts, and. if i^e trarerse these, 
bcn^inning at the northern extremity of its 

- western shores, down to the southern promon. 
tory, Cape Comorin, and from thence up its 
eastern si4e } we shall meet with them in the 
following order-*- Bombay, Goa, and a few 
miles within land, Poonah, Seringa patam — from, 
this we come io Cape Comorin, and taking the 
ec^raeup the other si<k^ T\\»<:»wsBiaSR.'^^^^^^ 
dUAerry^ Madras, Ca\cvx\.V«L> 

Q5i 
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side is called the Malabar coast, an^ €ieeas«. 
tern the Coromandel. 

PooDah^thecity to which our travellers were 
DOW advancing, is the capital of the MahrUta 
state, which lies nearly fast of Bombay, 1q« 
Jand, and extends almost across the whole 
peninsula. The party consisted of six persons^ 
besides Captain Blisset, William, and the ser. 
vant, bot their attendants were nearly 200, nor 
could it consist, it was mentioned at Bombay, of 
fewer persons, for they were obliged to carrj 
tents, furniture, cooking utensils, and food* 

In their journey from the coast to Poonah^ 
the first town they met was Pan well, situated 
eight miles Inland from the shore. Here, at 
every step, our travellers were reminded that 
but little time had elapsed since ttie war be- 
tween the British and the natives had termi- 
nated, for, in the shops, every artizan had a 
' sword and spear lying beside him, and in the 
fields, every man worked with his arms girded 
on him. On the U night, the party pitched 
their tents among the hills that , form the out- 
skirts of the Ghauts, a chain of mountains^ 
stretching almost due north and south, along the 
i^est coast of India. Immediately facing them, 
' a troop of Bringarees had also taken up their 
residence for the night : these people area sort 
of itinerant merchants, travflling from one end 
of India to another, with salt, grain,aml assafe. 
tida, which last, in Indian cookery, is almost as 
accessary as salt» VVhat a smguVsLt %c«ii!e^ 
^^sr^t William^ tJThe looked Tipou it^ asA 
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Fecalled to mind how many thousand miles he 
was from his natiTe country. The Bringarees 
had lighted their fires, close by a stream of 
water, which reflected them upon its smooth 
surface ; on the opposite side of the strelim, the 
palanquin bearers were cooking their food a|^ 
while, at a little distance, some of the peopl|| * , 
were keeping up a blaze, with straw, to keep* 
the flies from the horses. . \ 

It was on the third day of this journey, that 
they Yisited the great cave of Carli, another . 
excaTated mountain, resembling that atSalsette, - ' 
and lying very near the summit of the moun- 
tain, over which they were about to pass, and^ 
although the ascent of the pass had much fatigued 
them, all their weariness was forgotten as soonaa 
they saw it. Instead of the low flat roof of the 
cave of Elephanta, this rises to a great height, 
with a highly arched roof, supported by twenty, 
one pillars on each side ; the length of this cave 
is forty paces, and its breadth fourteen ; the 
whole being chiselled out of the solid rock ; the 
capitals of these pillars are shaped like a bell, 
and on the top of each are two elephants, with 
two riders on each. 

The following day, after they had seen the 
temple at Caili, Captain Blisset and William 
had an opportunity of riding on two elephants, 
that were sent to meet them, by the English 
resident at Poonah, and they found the motions 
of these animals by no means ungleas^L^t^^V^^^ 
same time, that it v^oxAii W^ii ^wX.^V^^'^si "^^ 
^ood round trot to Veei^ \^\k v^XVia. VSassifkS "ov 
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animals W^re eleven feet high, their foreheads 
and ears beaatifqlly mottled, the tusks very 
ihick, and sawed oil' to a convenient length, for 
them to knpel, while the riders mount. On the 
Uck of the elephant, an enormous pad is tightly 
1^ with chains and cotton rope, upon this is 
p^ced the kvudah^ a kind of box, divided inta 
two parts, the front containing a seat large 
enough for two or three persons, and the back a 
space for the servant, who bears the umbrella i 
the driver sits astrid0 on the animal's neck, and 
i^Uh one foot behind each ear, guides him as he 
pleases ; at the end of each day's journey, the 
houdah was taken off, they were led to water, 
>^hen they washed and drank ; they were then 
fastened by the heels to a ppg in the stable, 
"when they lay down to sleep for a feir hours. 
Their food was rice, grass, leaves, and young 
branches of trees, but they are most fond of 
bread and fruits, particularly the plantain. 

From Poon^h, which, though the capital of the 
western Mahrattas, is a small and ill built dty, 
containing nottiin^ remarkable, the party set out 
oil a journey to Yisapour, which lies south-east 
of Poonah, 136 miles, intending to travel from 
thence to Goa, where they expected to find a 
vessel, which should carry them to the island 
of Ceylon. 

It was on this journey, that Captain Blisset 

made ^Viltiam remark the great resemblance 

which the manners of the people in these 

eastern count rieSy bore to ihose ot ip^V.T\wt\»\ 

^wesj MB described io the Bible. Oilw ^V&^^i 
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seethe Brahmin women of distfdetiAiif drawing 
water at the Tillage wetU, and tending their 
cattle to the lakes and rivers, to gire them 
drink ; and on one occasion they witnessed^ A 
scene, which recalled to them the meeting (^ * 
iween Abraham's servant and Rebecpa, as'thqp ,. 
entered the Ilindpo ? liiage, which ended the v 
day's journry. ^^ He made his camels to kneel 
down, without the city, by a well of water, at 
the time of the evening, even the time when tho 
women go oat to draw water ^ and bi*hold, Re« 
becca came, with her pitcher on her shoutd^f^ 
and the damsel was very fahr to look upon, and 
she went down, and filled her pitcher, and came 
Vp, and the servant said unto h«*r, let me drink, 
I pray thee, and she said, drink, and I^will 
give thy camels drin^ also ; and she hasted, and 
emptied her pitcher into the trough, and raa 
again unto (he well, to draw wat^^r, and drew 
for all the camels." In fact, said Captain 
Bliftfet, change the names, and it becomes a 
description of what we so offen behold. 

To detail the journey from Poonah to Visa, 
pour, would give but little interest to the reader ; 
It will sufiice, therefore, to say, that they merely 
passed through that city to the diamond mines, 
in the immediate neighbourhood, which furnish 
^hose beautiful §emsthat adorn the crown of the 
ifnoni^rch, and are, besides, so useful In the arts* 
These mines are said to have been discovered 
by a countryman, who, dl^feg^'^^ ^ ^Va^^ ^V 
gronad to sow mUlet) toutvA «i ^o\\s\fc\ "^^^5^* 
wb^ be sdld for a YvauA^otast ^nms^^ ^^^ ^^^ 



50 

inducing the iahabitaats to seirch .further, such 
was the success of their industry, that, not only 
many other atones were found, of considerable 
size, but that wonderful diamond, which after* 
wards formed the chief adornmeiit in the crown 
of the natire sovereign, Aurung Zeb. 

When the miners hare fized upon the place 
where they mean todig, they level another space 
somewhat larger, and enclose it with a wail 
about two feet high, only leaving large openings 
from space to space, to give passage to the watev 
which is made to flow through them, and, as 
occasion requires, to cover the ground. The 
place being thus prepared, the people that are 
to work meet all together, men, women, and 
children, the former to dig, and the women and 
children to carry the earth from the mine to the 
chamber prepared to receive it. When they 
£nd water, they cease to dig, and the water 
thus found washes the earth two or threetimes, 
after which it is let out at the aperture in the 
opposite side. When the earth has been washed 
and dried, they sift it in a kind of open sieve^ 
which operation is repeated before they begim. 
to look for diamonds. 

The party now proceeded without delay to 
Goa, a town on the West coast, which ikef 
reached in ten days, their number being reduced 
to Captain Blisset and his two followers, for 
the attt-ndants had left them the fourth day after 
they had quitted Poonah. On the road they had 
to traverse the same ridge of mountains which 
tAey kad crossed on their way toPooi^aXi^ \i>a3( 
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the accommodations which Captaio Blisset's of- 
'ficial situation procured for them, enabled theBi 
to make the journey with great ease. The citj 
of Goa was formerly the ^capital of the Porta, 
guese territories in India, at the time that thej 
possessed (he almost exclusive commerce with 
the East. At present, however, it is the. only 
^ttteroent they possess. It stands on the banks 
of the small, river Mandova, upon an island of 
the same name, about twenty. four miles in rir. 
comfarence, on the shore of a most beautiful 
bay. it, in fact, consists of two cities ; the old 
one, which is eight miles up the river, and the 
new, at its mouth. The former bnng unhealthy, 
is now deserted by all the Portuguese, except 
the clergy, who are ^erj numerous* It wat 
bere that St. Francis de Xavier landed, when he 
undertook his benevol^'nt mission for the conver. ■ 
son of the Hindoos, and his success was equal 
to his zeal. His remains were interred in one 
of the churches, and his tomb, which is of ex- 
quisite workmanship, and is adorned with a 
profusion of the most costly gems, was one of 
the first curiosities which Captain Blisset and 
William visited. 

The Viceroy and the principal inhabitants of 
Goa reside in the new town ; and here, there- 
Un*^ our travellers took up their residence dur- 
ing the few days that thoy remained there. They 
four d theancient European inhabitants vpry few 
in rumber, the remainder being all |^o\jle <i€ 
rolror, and many oftViem ^wVfcx ^^^\^^ ^"^^ 
tifes of India) owiBg to t\xe \xav^\\a.^\Wit^^"^^^^ 



from Africa, whose descendants Intermhed with 
the population. The settlement appears, indeed* ' 
almost abandoned by the mother country, ana 
the poTerty of almost eyery class is so great, • 
that women of respectable families, are very 
glad to earn their bread, by applying them* 
selves to occupations which, in other places, 
4re reserved for those of the poorest class. 

At Goa, it had been Captain Blisset's in. 
tention to take his passage for Ceylon, but hb 
desire to see something more of the interior of 
the peninsula, made him change his determina^ 
tioa ; as soon, therefore, as be had satisfied his 
cariosity there, he returned to the continent, 
and taking his coarse through an open and 
fruitful country, soon -arrived a6 the territory, 
of which Seringapatam is the capital. This 
city is situated ou an island, formed by the 
river Canvery, and Is extremely beautiful, 
being adoru«d with elegant buildings, squares, 
groves, and gardens, it was made the center 
of his power, by Tippoo Saih, who spared no 
pains to improve its fortifications, though his 
father, Hyder Ali, had left it remarkably 
strong. This Tippoo Saib, was the iufeterate 
euemy to the British in India, and having at 
last, by his cruelty, provoked an attack, thd - 
city was taken, after a most obstlsate defence, 
and he himself slain, it will. give the reader 
some idea, of the blessings wUtcfv we ft\\\o'<j^v«\v5> 
Jtre m a country where no man, uot'^N^^JvxXv^ 
Jii^eat, has the power to llurtanotVlCT,^^^•^^^ 
^^Jd^an despot, once, compett^a aO.OOO w^^^ 
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men^to qv\t the neighbouring district, and to 
go aod settle in Scrringapatam, where he was 
able, by this arbitrary act, to establ\>h rnanu* 
\ factures of different kinds. 

The f;hole city is sarroundod by what is 
palled, a bouqd hedge, the usual fence for ai| 
Indian town, composed of every thorny plant 
that the country produces. These are set from 
thirty to fifty feet in depth, and between them 
|s Bbwn a certain plant, called euphorbia, 
which is so caustic in its natqre, as (o corrode, 
uot only the human skiti, but even that of a 
horse, wfiich, on forcing its way through, might 
happen to touch it. 

Th<^ amount of Tippoo^s wealth will appear 
almost incn>dible ; at one time it consisted of 
7,O0Q elephants, 6,0G0 camels ; 1 1,000 horses, 
400,000 bullocks, 100,0pp buffaloes, 600,000 
^heep, and an immense quantity of Bre^arms. 

The throne of Tippoo Saib deserves a par-y 
ticular description j it was covered with-plates 
of gold, and over it was a canopy of the fame 
metal, supported by eight pillars ; thecaixopy 
liras fringed with pearls. The whole was 
crowned with a bird, made entirely of precious 
stones. Underneath the throne, lay the ^ure ' 
of a tiger, in the act of deTouring an European, 
and this concealed a curious piece of mechanising 
that produced sounds, resembling tl\fc ^xVk^^V^ 
person in distress, mixed ^ vl\v >i\i^ xoiwcw^ ^^ 
ffger; and it Is another \u^tikwcfe ^l Vv^ ^;^^ 

to Europeans, that, having ^^^^^^^^^^'^^^fS^.V 
^fanUlery to be cast, heb.a.4 ea^^ o^vv^^ 



as he thought it, with the head of a Eoropean 
devoured by a tiger^ How completely does 
aoger got the better of us, said Captain Blisset 
to William, when the natural wickedness of 
our nature is not corrected by religion, and how 
greatly would it contribute to the happiness of 
mankind, if all n^itions were frieudly towards 
each other. Yes ^ Sir, said William, I re- 
collect being once told, that we were ordered 
to lov** one another, and 1 know, that so fi(r 
from our bieing allowed to feel such hatred to 
our feJlow.creatures, we are expressly com. 
manded to love even our enemies. 
/ From Seringapatam their course lay toutherty 
and westerly along the coast of Malabar, as far 
as Cape Comorln, the extreme point of the 
Continent. 

Throughout the whole of this district, great 

quantitit»8 of pepper are gathered^ by cultivating 

' a small climbing plant, on which this spice 

hangs, like currants'. Indeed, no less, it is 

said, than 150,000 pounds weight are anau* 

^ ally produced and exported. 

NearCfipe Comorin, at a village called Con. 
I datchy, is the extensive fishery for pearls, 

I which is cflftrrt'd on by the natives. The Banks 

on which the pearl oysters are found, extend 
forty mijbfc'S along the coast, and are divided into 
four pontions, one of which only, is fished in 
/^(P^quy. that the oysters may ha^e time to 
ifMeh the proper size. The boats? ctcs^^^xw^. 
f'J^^rs, employed in this way, comniWMi^^^^ 
/«^iw» at sun-rise, aad coutiwxe ^ot^t«i^ 
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BOOD, when, the sea breeze setting in, tbej 
return to the shore ; five divers go down at a 
time, and remain under water about two mi. 
nutes, during which time tbey collect as manjr 
oysters as tht^y can, in a net; they, then, 
make a signal to be drawn up again. Every 
diver is expected to go down fifty times, in the 
course of a forenoon^. As Captain Blisset re* 
narked, they were all young men, and looked 
unhealthy ; nor was this merely in appearance, 
for those who escape the numerous sharks which 
are, sometimes ready to seize them, when they 
dive, in a short time become consumptive* 
' Did our ladies, at home, said he to William, 
know, that those Httle ornaments, which they 
wear, are procured at the great risk of life to 
their fellow creatures, I cannot think they 
would set so high a value on them. 

Cochin, the place to which our traTellers 
were now directing their course, had been vi* 
sited by them on their passage to Bombay, but 
their stay had been then too limited, to allow 
them accurately to inspect it. It is the chief 
city of a district, as we have already menti. 
oned, on the western coast, and belonging t6 
a native prince or rajah, wh^ is under the pro- 
tection of the British. It is built in the form 
of a semicircle, on a small island, which stands 
at the mouth of the Call Coylang RUev* XV* 
streets are wide and cowxtoo^x^^^^ ^^\^^^ 
stjrie of the building so \\\iLe VV^X. ^^ /^, 
Datch, thaty were it not iox tVi^i «^^^^^^^< 
iame of Us inhabitaats, aud V\ve ^ % 
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tbout {f, a stranger might suppose bimself 1 
^a town in Flanders. The harbour is on |^ 
north.easi side of the town, and, though £V 
approach <o it is difficult, owing, to the Lm 
which the river makes, and which can be jptL^ed 
only at high water, it is a place of much 
commerce ; exchanging its commodities with 
the whole coast of India, Arabia,' Persia, 
China and Bengal. This pait of the Malabar 
coast is much visited by sharks, for, as Captain 
BliRset and William walked over the green^ 
which adjoins the town, they saw .a large coU 
lection of the fins and tail of this fish, exposed 
to the sun to dry, and which, they ^«fre told| 
were intended for the China market. 

In the course of their stay at Cochin, it WBS 
9bser¥ed by our travellers, (haf scarcely one pt 
the natives^had his legs equally p^fr^d. This Is 
owing to a swelling, to which they are subject, 
which commences at the knee, and descends to 
the ankle, but does not hinder them from walk, 
ing about, as well as if both legs Wf*re perfect ; 
some impute it to the water, and others, to the 
fish diet, which they principally us^ ; suph a 
limb is known throughout India, by the name 
of a Cochin leg. 

At Cochin, Captain Blisset found a ship 
which had put in there for some repairs, and 
was on its way to Point de Galle, in the Isle 
of Ceylon, and as he hoped thus to obtain a pas« 
sage to Madras^ on the eastern shore of I)indos- 
^/7, aad hence to Calcutta, in Bwck^aV^ VitdW 
^^Ae$iUte to HfAil himself of it* 1\i^^«w 
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tn which he embarked was 800 tons blirdeft^ 
and called a country ship, to dtstingnkh it from 
those merchantmen which trade in the service 
of the £ast India Company^ between the East 
and Europe ; all the sailors were I^ascars, that 
is, native Indians, and the only Europeans, 
aboard^besides our travellers, were, the Captain, 
three officers, and the surgeon. The ship had 
been built of (eak wood,which lasts much longer 
than oak, and is also lighter by one-fifth than 
that wood. The rigging was of coier rope ; 
a cordage which is made of the cocoa nut husk ; 
ftteeped till the woody part decays, when the 
fibres are beaten, washed, and laid by hand^ as 
they are too stiff to be sputu It is strong, but 
has this disadvantage, that frost or rain rots it, 
and hence they are obliged to cover it with a 
coating of wai, and hempen yarn ; however^ 
for the cables, this is not necessary, for salt 
water preserves it. Scarcely had they anchored 
in the roads off Point de Galle, when they 
wer(> surrounded by a number of little boats, 
vffeiing vegetables, fruit and bread. These 
boats were so curiously constructed, that they 
toon attracted Wiiliam^s attention ; a hoUow 
tree formed the bottom, which had the shape of 
a canoe, on each side of this, a plank was sewed, 
with coier thread, and the seams ftlled up with 
a kind of rosin, called daunna, an old mat or 
a piece of coarse cotton served as the sail, and 
the rudder was an oar, or paddle* 

Ceylon is an \s\af\d NVit^ \\esi\\'^ ^'^\Kr|^'*!v 
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point of the peninsala of Hindostan by the straits 
of Manaar. Until lately the Europeans had 
not penetrated far into the interior, the native 
inhabitants opposing their advance, with great 
resolution, emd the unhealthlness of the climate 
offering a still more insuperable barrier^ than 
the unsocial manners of the natives, or, even 
the successive ranges of mountains, which tra- 
verse it in all directions, and are accessible on. 
ly by narrow passes. Within the last five years, 
however, the English Government sent a force 
against the King of Candi, the title by which 
the native sovereign is known, in consequence 
of his unprovoked attacks, and also his crueL 
ties to some British soldiers, whom he made 
prisoners. The result of this contest was, his 
entire subjugation, his throne, sceptre, and 
crown having been captured, and sent hom^ te 
our King, who was then Prince Regent. 

But though the climate of Ceylon is unheal, 
thy, it is extremely fertile, producing a: great 
variety of vegetables and fruits. The most va. 
luable, however, of its vegetable productions is 
cinnamon, which is the bark of a tree growiuj^ 
in^those extensive plnntations which lie in a tract 
of country, ten or fifteen miles wide, near Co- 
iumbo. This is a kind of laurel tree, whidt 
grows to the height of twenty feet, and is gene, 
rally supposed to be peculiar to this island. 
These trees are barked twice in the year ; the 
first barking being termed the grand harvest^ 
w/f/cli lasts from April to August •, iVe stcoxA 
beginning in November and l^rtsv\v\aV\^^ \t 
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JukQVLTf. On these occasionf, the brtnches are 
lopped off, the dutside scraped, and the bark 
loosened so as to separate into tubes, which 
are placed one within the other like the parts 
of a telescope, and spread out to dry ; bundlen 
4>f thirty pounds weight are then made up, and 
carried to the store^houses, where theqnalicy of 
the cinnamon is determined by tasting, a task 
which is very severe, from its always stripping 
jthe skin off the mouth and tongue. 

Point de Galle, to the governor of which it 
was Captain BUsset's^rst care to deliver the 
despatches of which he was the lieajrer, is an old 
fort) built long ago by the Dutch, and now 
very much out of repair, though it has a. cheer, 
ful appearance, from the rows of trees planted 
4>n each side of the streets* There are not many 
English families resident there, but, at the 
period of Captain Blisset's arrival, a great 
number had collected there, it being the last 
rendesvous of the fleet bound for Europe, and 
many had accompanied, thus far, their friendsy 
who were about to lake thw passage home, 
wards. A few days after, twenty-two sail got 
;nnder weigh, at day.brf>ak, and many an aiixi« 
4»uswish was sent with them, by the crowds, 
who collected, on the beach, to say farewel to 
their friends* Many an invalid, with whons 
4he eastern climate had disagreed, was return- 
ing home, in hopes that his native air would 
restore bis health, and many auxio^% ^^y^^^^v^ 
J»d sepanited themaelvea tiom V^«it OwX^^^^'* 
w^resendiQg themtoEuro^^ioTVXwcAx ^\xvc»JC>»^» 
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The sUthe eteiiing, CapUin 6tis8et and Wi/j 
liam went to see an example of the success^ 
which seldom fails to attend on pf^rseverance 
and industrf^ This was a little ciolony df Cbu ~ 
^^tese, who had been brought here, hj the Go^ 
Te^l^ment, as gardeners; for, whether from 
wan^of skill, or patience, none of the Euro^' 
peans^'.who have possessed Ceylon^ were ever 
able toVaise vegefablef, in the island. The 
Chinese,' however, succeeded, and now prou 
duce, not only table vegetables, in great qoana 
titles, but also have some thriving sugar plan* 
tations under tlieir managements These gar« 
deners have built themselves very neat hotisei 
in the garden, and our travellers observed, with 
great interest, the simple manner in which 
these people express their attachment to their 
native country^ At the upper end of the prln^ 
cipal room, in each hous<'^ there is a high stand^ 
over which hangs a tablet, written in Chinese 
characters, and cx>ntaining the names of th« 
forefathers of each family, ^nd before this tablet 
a lamp is kept constantly burning. 

Ceylon being the place from whencetheCon^ 
tin»*nt of India is often supplied with elephapts^ 
which are there, the largest and finest, Captain 
lilisset and William embraced, with great ea. 
geruess, the offer of joining a party, which wad 
going to Ne^nmbo, to witness the mode of 
catching them. They left Point deGalle, there i* 
fore in a small vessel, and soon arrived at 
Col umbo^' which lies, about tnidviu^^ ow^^s^ 
westera coast; this they left tti« u^^fc^ mox\vwv 
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at six o^cldck) and reached Negumbo, tb dlil« 
ner, It .lying Dorth of th^ former place, and 
on the same western coast b( the Island. The 
neit morning they proceeded to the Elephant 
Cfatd^ or trap, which is sixteen tbiles front 
;Negambo. This craal is In the -shape of a 
funnel) the wide pari of which extends se-* 
veral hundred fee^t into thd forest, leaving the 
trees within, -standing, it it composed of 
strong, posts^ nuMii^f whole trunks of iree^^ 
driven well into tlie'ground, and lashed to others 
placed horizontally, with strong coier ropes^ 
To defend this wall from the fuiy of the ele« 
phants, small fires are lighted^ neaf it on the 
outside, which intimidate the aninjals, so that 
they do not approach it. When the elephants 
are once driven into the trap^ they are pre« 
vented from returning, by men stationed itt the 
entrance, with diifereut kincfs of weapons, but 
chiefly slicks, on the ends of which are bundles 
of lighted straw. They, therefore, rush for- 
ward to the lower extremity of the trap, of 
which one end jtecminates in a long passage, 
just wide enough for -a single beast, and into 
this, as soon as one has entered^ the hunters 
thrust long poles, through the interstices, in the 
walls of thp craal, and close him in, so that 
he cannot move forwards or backwards. Two 
tame elephants are then stationed, one at each 
side of theouil<^, which, putting in their trunks, 
hold that ^6f the wild animal till the hunt^ 
^rs have passed several bawd% ol \q^^ \o^'*A..\vv^ 
mckf and fastened noo^s to ^^Av oV Vv^^^'^'^ \ 
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a rope is then passedthrough bis neck-bands, 
and those of the tame dephants ; the stakes, m 
front are gradually remo'ed, the ropes drawn 
tighter, and the prisoner is led out, between his 
two guards, who press hiu with their whole 
weight, and thus lead him v> (he tree, or the 
stake, where he is to be fasVned. If he be 
refractory, they beat him with heir trunks 'till 
he submits. It has been said tiat the eye of 
ail elephant is full of intelligence, ^nd indeed^ 
so it seemed to Captain Blisset, who said, be 
iie?er saw grief and indignation so strtngly ex- 
pressed as by the animal that had beta thus 
caught ; he groaned — tried to tear his legs from 
their fetters — buried his trunk in the earth, iind 
threw dust into the air, not even the choicest 
food^ the plantain tree or the leaf of the young 
palm, could tempt him to eat, or make him 
forget his captivity for several hours, and, as 
the overseer of the hunters mentioned, they 
sometimes starve themselves to death, though a 
faw days, generally sufHces to calm their fury. 
Many were the stories told, by the people, to 
our travellers, of the sagacity of this creature : 
but as every book that trcAts of the elephant, 
contains a great many, as well authenticated as 
these, it will suffice to mention one, which 
shows, not only its intelligence, but also its re. 
gard for the human race. A cousidfrable body 
of troops had to cross a river caltted the KUtciQ.^ 
then much swoln by xaVus^ \^ ^c^^^ n%\v\s2c^Y 
one of the artillery -men^ ^\vo ^w^'a. ^^'^'^'^'^^ 
0n a ^un, fell off m IW tsC\^^«^ ^^ 
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■Ireain, Immetliatety be^re the wheel of th« 
guii carriagp; big cnnracles gave him vp 
for lost; but an f leptant, atteniliiig on the xr- 
tiUfty, had seen himfall, and pottiug tiis tnink 
tn tlie wheel,raiWitso as lo prerenl ils crush, 
■■(g Ihe man, and theu lifted him out of th« 
water unhurt. 

After s?einf the procesi of taking the ele. 
phante, Captain Blisset and William walked 
about thejvngle, till the palanquin men wrn 
KuSchnHf reited to carry them back to Ne> 
gumbo. They were amused with the gambols 
of eu'irms of red monkeys which played on 
the trees o*cr their heads ; tliey saw also, 
the pitcher plant, growing In great luxuriance, 
B' called from the ends uf the Uares haling a 
cup shaped process, growing from it, which 
contains about two uaggins of clean water. 
As they walked along, also, they observed Iha 
ground coTercd with leeches, which slick (o tbe 
bare legs of the natives, and often cause dis- 
Hgreeable sores, In case it is attempted lo pull 
them off before Ihey hare filled tliemseWes with 

Though William did not understand much 
of the natural history of land animals, he coaid 
iiotbut admire the many beautiful and curious 
kiuds with which Ceylon abounded, and though 
he ajid Captain lilisset entertained a well 
^rniiodedapprehensiiioof the serpent, called the 
cobra, di capelle, or liooded waVe, "»(Vo*e\iv\» 
*^uses death ia afery short ftme, tt»w covi\4wi\ 
deter ih^w^ <■».« „.ll<'...« -.ntn Itie vo^Ak a\w!] 
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daw there the bird catching spiders, whose legs 
are four inches long, and its whole body co» 
Tered with thick black hair ; but the circnniT 
stance that enciled mqst admiration, was the 
manner in which nature directs the different 
kinds of birds to build their nests, to defi^n4 
them from the monkeys and serpents, which 
would devour them ; some for instance, forming 
them like a long purse, with an opening at top ; 
others making a hole in the side, whilst some, 
more artful, leave an entrance at the very bpt* 
torn, and fix them hanging to the end of i^ ' 
slender branch* Qut the tailor bird is, by (^ 
the most ingenious {^nimal ; for she makes a 
fradle, for her young, in the dead leaf, which 
she lines wilh featherS;^ gossamer, and dowi\, 

^ and then ^ews it to a leaf, growing on a tree, 
with some fine fibres, which she picks up, 
faking use of her tender bill for a needle. - 

Though the whole Island of Ceylon, now, 
belongs to the British, it is only since the year 
1815 that they have possessed it; before that 
time the Cingalese, or native inhabitants, were 

. governed by their own King, whose power ex* 

tended to within a few miles of tl^e coast, on all 

^des. The capital cky named Cf^ndy, is 

situated in a plain, surrounded by mountains, 

one hundred miles from the western shore and 

onehundred and fifty from the eastern. Of the 

Jjabits aad disposition^ of tYvese ^eo^Vt^Ci^V'^'a^vx 

JPIisset coitldlearn but Utt\e^\>\xV.^Newv\\i^v.\\v>\^ 

was interesiins. He found lYial l\ve>j n^^x^ ^v. 

r/ded iato /our c^ts, or Ixtoes •, l\i^^^^ ^^^ 
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the narroiir ?!ews of almost alt those eastern 
patioDS, in the cast in which a man was born, 
in that he must remain ; so that, as the different 
professions were thus determined, and not ac» 
cording to a man's abilities, he cpuid not, as 
in England and Ireland, chuse out his own 
trade, and consult his own bent. The no- 
bles, for instance;, were the first, or highest 
cast : artificers of the bettert^lasses, the next; 
those of meaner description atid soldiers, the 
third ; and the peasants and labourers were in« 
eluded under the fourth, so that each man has a 
certain place allotted to him, athisbirth, which 
can fiever be overstepped. In our owocountrjTy 
said Captain Blissetto William, how different, 
is it, and how many Instances have we of our 
merchants, and our manufacturers becoming 
nobles, whilst numberless are the instances of a 
poor man^s 80|i acquiring rank, reputation and 
wealth in the learned professions* 

He also found, that, though the Ciiigalese 
were so mistaken on this subject, they, neyer. 
tbeless, possessed a good deal of civilization ;• 
they hare a language, and written characters,. 
peculiar to themselves, and there can be no 
doubt of their having given laws to some of the 
neighbouring kingdoms of the Indian continent; 
a mission having been lately sent from one of 
them, called Ava, to procure a copy of the 
original code. Like KviTov>^^'tv^>vLVs^^ ^v^ 
write from left to right, dvfterw\^*\w\3o:v^\^v^^^'«-'» 
fram the Persians aad XtabUws, Vvv^ c^n^ 
meace their Mrritius from t\ie tv^'ax. \w^^^ ^^"^ 
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#f the p^per, and continue it to (he left. Thejr * 
-write on the leaf of the palmy ra^ or talipot tree, 
-with a piece of pointed steel. These Cingaleie 
are the handsomest of the Indian race, being 
well formed, and haying very expressire 
countenances. 

Though the inhabitants, in general, are 
known by the name Cingalese, there is another 
race, ' which inhabit the mountainous, and, 
almost inaccessible parts of the island, and, 
abstaining from all intercourse with the ci?i. 
lized inhabitants, > subsist chiefly by hunting, 
and are quite ignorant of agriculture ; they are 
called Yeddahs. They are, howe?er, remark- 
able for mildness, and so timid that, when the 
British light upon them, in their excursions into 
the interior, scarcely any intelligence cau be 
obtained from them. 

Though our travellers could not Tisit Candy, 
the capital of the interior of the island, Captain 
Blisset did not find it difiUcult to obtain inade- 
quate description of it. He learned that it 
consists of one street, two miles in- length, from 
which numerous lanes branch off, at both sides. 
Some of the houses are built of rattans, and 
tiled and whitewashed, though others are con. 
^trncted of mud, and rudely thatched ; all are 
raised on terraces, about five feet above the 
level of the street, and stone steps lead up to 
every door. This, he was told, was on ac. 
count of the elephant combats, which the king 
was accustomed to have exYiib\ted.\uW%V^vT\, 
0/paI street The furniture oi t3Ekew Yvou«»%'v% 
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in general, eonfined to a few atensHs for cook- 
ing their food, and a few mats and coarse 
blanket rugs for bedding. The dwellings of 
the great, however, are built of stone, and are 
much more commodious. The royal palace is 
{I handsome building, containing a great many 
apartments, but the king's throne, as has been 
already mentioned, had been removed to £og« 
land, at the termination of the war. It is 
covered with pure gold, studded with precious 
stones, and of beautiful workmanship. The two 
arms of the chair consist of golden lions, whose 
eyes stre amethysts, as large as a musket ball. 
The royal sceptre, also, was a rod of iron, with 
a gold head^ a very just emblem of the sove» 
reign's government, who was a croel and de» 
spotic tyrant. 

It was Captain Blisset's intention to engage 
a passage In some vessel, settini; sail for Irin- 
comalee, a town and harbour which lies oi^ the 
norlh..ea8t side of the island of Ceylon, but the 
unexpect«'d arrival of the Antelope, at Negum* 
bo, on her voyage to Madrass and Calcutta, the 
two most powerful settlements in this part of 
the world, and situated on the eastern side of 
the peninsula of Jlindostan, induced him to 
niter his design. ' This vessel, on her outward 
bound voyage, from London, after passing the 
Cape of Good Hope, had encountt^red such a 
continuance of stormy weather, that it was 
scarcely expected, by those ubo^\^^ X^^V ^^''j 
could escape either shi^wreeV ot tvowvw^^ ^«^ 
they had beea driven many de^Tfte.% o>a^. o1^^^ 
coarse, and now ^put \ulo ^t^x^wC^^n ^^ "^^ 
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On board this ship, therefore, he and Wiiriani 
embarked ; and, meetiog a steady breeze, 
which carried them forward, with great rapidity, 
und induced them to put oot every yard of 
Canvass they could, it soon brought them past 
the Island of Ceylon, and into the roads of 
Aiadrass, or, as it is sometimes called Fort 
George, which lies on the coast of Coromandel, 
about S^ north of the island of Ceylon, in th6 
eastern side of the peninsula. 

When founded in 1640, the territory in which 
It lay was a barren slip of land, five miles in 
length, and one in breadth. By conquest, or 
treaty, however, it is now the capital of an ex- 
t^Dsive district, seven hundred miles long, and 
f^tetiding very nearly across the peninsula. — 
The town is situated upon a flat sandy shore, 
where the surf runs with extreme violence. It 
liab, however, a very fine appearance ; the 
houses being built with long colonnades^ and 
covered with a stucco.plaister, which bears as 
bigh a polish as marble ; the interior, however, 
does not correspond with the outside; the apart, 
ments presenting nothing but white walls, with- 
out any decoration, and few of them having 
ceilings, from the impossibility of finding any 
material that shall resist the ravages of the 
white ant, an insect which eats into wood,and 
destroys every kind of drapery, with which the 
rooms might be adorned. 
TAe appearance of the tity to«L%ttiLT\%^v.,\LT^^ 
JfODe enjoyed itraore than our txa^eWetsvv^^vct- 
«^;, stiikiDg. The dear Ua% sY^^^e^V^"^^^^^^ 
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'whtU buildiogf, the brigiit sandj b«ach, aad 
the dark green sea, all combine to form an 
object of uncoromou beauty; nor does the mot. 
ley group, to be seeo lo the streets, weaken the 
effect ; some of them entirely naked, others so 
completely covered, that nothing but the faco 
and neck is to be seen ; women carried in pa, 
lanquins, on iQ^a^'S sl^'^''^'^-*"**- -- ' *"•" ■•'**ft 
on horscbackj^ ciOthcd like women, in m^dia 

dresB«»fi, having black faces, adorned with Iftrge 
gold ear-rings and white turbans. ^ 

The black town, as it is called, or that part 
which is, now, peculiarly the residence of the 
natives, is four miles in circumference, and is 
separated from the fort of Madrass only by.a 
level plain. It, also, has 'some good streets^ 
but the houses are very irregular, and being 
principally built with mud, and tiled roofs, the 
whole has a mean appearance. In 1795, the 
population of both towns was computed at 
300,000. 

Madrass carries on a very gi^at trade, not 
only with England, but with China, C&ylon, 
the dilferent parts of Europe, and new I{ol- 
land ; owing, however, to the difficulty of land*, 
ing goods, it labours under great disadvantages. 
The boats employed there, are built of soft 
wood, extremely light, and are sewed together, 
not having a nail in their whole construction ; 
hence they are very buoyant and pliable, and 
are borne^ by the surf, many yard son the shore^ 
without any inj ury. 'I'^^y ttvaVLfc '^^^^TjSakQ^^'^ 
rAft, called a catamaran, otv N?\xvt\iv\v«^ ^^^^^ 
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sncb things as Are not injured by sea 'i^atef* 
I'he people who work these machines, and the 
boatmen, are expert switomers, and itisseldom, 
trhen left to themselves, that any accidents 
occur. A European boat, that should attempt 
pssing the Surf, would surely be dterset, and 
~~-'~^^^^ia^wniild perish. 

The next place whic*rOapt,a,^JBljsset ▼isited, 
wuf^the capital of the Bengal Empire, and of 
the English power in india, Calcutta. 

Calcutta is the chief city of Bengal, and, of 
all the British possessions in Ilindostan ; it is 
a ivealthy and commercial town, situated in 
the Hoogly, or eastern branch of the Ganges, ' 
iihich, though a hundred miles from its mouth, 
is nafigable even for large vessels, the whole 
\\s.j up to the town. It is the seat of the su- 
preme government of India, and the residence 
of the Go ternor- General, as he is called, who 
is aiwa^s a person of the highest^ character for 
rank and tfilents, and is appointed by the Ring 
ot England. The houses are, principally, only 
one story high, flat roofed and thatched, except 
in that quarter which is inhabited by the Cng^ 
Hsh, where are several handsome residences, ~ 
built in. the English state,' and with large gar^ 
dens adjoining ; theGo?ernoriGeneral\s palace 
and garden are inferior to none;» in the whole 
world, in magnificence and extents Calcutta 
♦•xtends along the banks of the river f<ir about 
/our mihsy aud contains abo\e.Vv3LU«LTci\\\Aii^ ^^ 
J/jAaditants, It will scarcely, Vvo>u^^^v^ \ie 
*wi^/bec/ thatj ia this large and ^e^v.\o\>& ^vt^ 
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{here are onl^ three places of Chiistian vorJ 
ship to be met with. Sir, siaid William, when 
I lived on George's-quay, there irer6 three 
houses of worship within a few streets' length 
of me^ and in the whole City of Dublin (which, 
i am told, ddes not measure three miles, at its 
greatest extent) there are at least fifty; while 
here in a city four miles lOugj there are but 
three to be found. 

The mixture of European and Asiatic man* 
ners is very striking; coaches, phaetons, chaises, 
and hacknies, palanquins carried by the natives, 
the htMj loaded camel ^ and the stately ele« 
phant, parade the streets together: and the 
people display as great a variety, differing 
from each other in dress, complexion, religion 
and manners ; here you see the black Hindoo, 
the olive coloured Moor, ,and the fair counter 
iianceof the Englishman : the Jew and the Turk, 
the priest and the soldier, or, in other words, 
Chinese and FrenctiDien, Persians and Ger« 
mans, Arabs and Spaniards, Americans and 
Portuguese, Jews and Heathens, Hindoos and 
Engliiih thronging together^ through the crowd, 
ed streets. Bat, though they apparently mingle 
thus together rndiscrtmtnately^^ no people, in 
the world, are so jealous of another, or keep 
themselves more distinct, from each other, than 
the inhabitants of Calctitta ; even the Blacks 
there will nof so much as eat any vegeta- 
ble food, that has not been cooVlwSlVj.^ ww'tj^JL 
their own tribe or cast; awd, ^%V\v«.>j ^'^2^.*^^ 
mf/itorlous act to mbstaw, iMoV^VSsNR^^ ^^"^^ 
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€tting the fl«sh of animaU, it in uot surpri^o^ 
that a quantity of food is suffered to go tor 
-waste ; what is not used being always throwQ 
out, and, at nigbl, the JackaHs, hyenas, and 
otheF wild beasts may be heard , prowling thro' 
the streets, corae ia ttom the neighbouring 
woods, to devour this rejected food ; to this, 
also, may be attributed the amazing flock pC 
crows and kites -which freqjadDl the town, quite- 
undisturbed, aed almost cover tke hou8eUop» 
and gardens. 

The inhabitants* rise early^ to enjoy the eool 
ef the momuig, before sunrise; at twelve, they 
take a hot meal,^ which they call tiffing, aod^ 
those of the more wealthy classes^ have the 
custom of lying down to' rest, for a couple of 
Hours, during the intense heat ef the day. They 
dine, usually, between seren and. eight, andr 
feom t^at tiir sun-set,. is the time w-hen tht^y 
walk, ride, or. dr3ve out in their open carw 
liages, and the mussalchees, or torcb«>bearer9^ 
go out to meet their masters i^ssoon as itbegin» 
to grow dark, and will often run before the 
carriage at the rate of eight miles aii> hour. 

The boats, which are used on the Ganges^ 

are of various forms and siaesy according to the- 

purposes they are intended for ;. those calculated^ 

for conveying goods'- from town to town, along' 

the banks of the viver, by which a very coifsi* 

darahla traffick is carried on^ are flat bottomed, 

hariag *ijo keel, the sides are laUediYsX^^^LW^ 

the planks of which they are fotmed vre^fcNi** 

^eiAet mtk tk$ fibie»^Qi the )w>c««^^>^^^ 
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uro large, and are famished with a gfnglp tnasf, 
and a square sail ; this kind of boat is called a 
bar, and another, which somewhat resembUs ir, 
is called a massooiah; but those which are 
called tra?ellinfif boats, and are kept by gentle- 
iDon for their own accommodation, are by far 
the most elegant and commodious ; these are 
cabled budgerows, and vary in size according 
eitjher to the wealth of the owner, or the use h« 
ha»s for them; some are nearly sixty feet in 
le ngth ; and, as it is convenient that they should 
both sail and row, they are generally furnished 
with from twelve to twenty oars, and have o^lie 
mast in the centre. The budgerows usually 
afi'ord one large apartment, and either one or 
; t wo sleeprng rooms, and, if the owner be a rich 
man. he will hays two smaller boats in attend- 

7 • 

auce on him, one which carries his kitchen 
utensils, and another for occasionally convey, 
ing him on shore. The Moors build their bud- 
gerows long and narrow, sometimes they are a 
hundred feet in length, and, perhaps, not eight 
feet wide, so that, instead of having rooms in 
ihem, they erect an awning along the deck, 
supported by pillars, which are usually gilt 
and painted, and very handsomely ornamented, 
and the almost continued fine weather io this 
climate enables them to live, in this way, in the 
open air, without any inconvenience. 

i3ut of all mi^des of conveyance the palan^ 
quins are the most eas^j ^t\A. cQw^^^Cvi^^-VJ^"^^ 
^rareJIer. There axe, wsxxxAX^ ^ m\i^>a^^w^ ^» 



^ "^''r bearf^fg.^ ^^ ^r^^y an* *j ' '^ 'Oust fi-. 

been T ''^^^ens the ,^/^"^*"n, iv/,1^ ^'''at 
/* are reqmVp^ '^ ^rom .„ "'^y /law 

■ome itjp, • / naci aj, on„-,, ; '"'am'* ./._ 
•cca„„„ 4 JJ« «o,«, „„PP J*""'', of fo^VS^ 

'^'iich if ' ""e wind " **«^. for t/,, .' " 'A* 

rain i^^l "■"Pos.a tJ:' "''""' the ^-.^•^ 
mr^L ** Aaii- Tk ""nates f» "'•"iiow., 

"''•'■set, .„, ^^ '^'Stress. ""Wted at?' 
"nchor,. Vw"'"^'' »es If °" '"e wreck '"** 

irrr^rs "■''-.«?"■• '" 
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\ has hecn already me ntioned that ft Tfal 
Cnptain Blisset's determination to spare n<^ 
lahcur or pxpf^nse in seeing those countriei 
M'Hith wfn> within his r'-ach ; there were se?c- 
ral •DoontrieS) lying to the east of Bengal, 
ifhiih he wished ^either to Ti sit personally, or to 
iofotm himself of by tnqairy ; in order, as he 
«aidhimseif to William, that, having travelled 
fo Itr, to gratify his taste for seeing fdreigQ 
/rouitries, he might acquire an adequate know- 
ledge of the southern parts of the Asiatic con- 
tinent.. To the east, for instance, of Calcutta, 
iay the Birman empire, stretching south from 
f iiibet and China 1 100 miles, and from th« 
4[;^.<nges to the Chinese sea 800. To the south 
rtf this empire extended the peninsula of Ma* 
lacca, ni^erly 8(X) miles from north to south, 
and iOO from east to \re8t, whilst on its eas- 
tern boundary, lay the kingdoms of Cambodia, 
Laos, Cochin.China and Tonquio, four coun. 
tries of which, from the extreme jealousy of 
the natives, who are averse even to commerce, 
but little is known.' 

The Birman empire, however, from the civu 
Jization of the people, their courtesy to fo- 
veigiiers, and the commerce which they carry 
on with Imlia, promised X*^ repay the fatigues 
of a journey ; and, therefore, having made 
known his wishes to one of his friends, Cap. 
fain Blisset soon rec(>]ved an invitation \.o take 
a passage in> vesseY virVv\c\v n*^^ iJc^wa^. \» "^^ 
for the only pott VYwou^Vv «V\OPi Vs^^'t "v^ ^^^ 
^ 6n. it if called ^atv^ooi^^ ^VSic.*^^^^^ 
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the Trawftdfly, a river which rises in th« mcmu 
tains north of the country, an/l in a course oC 
twelre hundred miles, nearly divides the virfio)^ 
empire into two equal part^, an,d on the bankt 
ofNi^hich almost ail the principal towns an 
situalted, Umm^rapoora, the capital, being 
the farthest to the northward. 

The town of Rangoon stands in a command- - 
ing 'situation, at the head of the bay forroejdbj^ 
the mouth of the ri?er, along the b^nks of whicH^' 
the buildings formingthe outskirts of the town, 
extf>nd for nearly a mile. The streets ar» 
narrow^ but are clean aiid well pared^and thiit 
prevent the ill effects of Hoods, in the raiby 
season. The houses are raised on postSi, formed 
of immense i»tems of forest trees, which elevatif 
them a few feet above the ground ; and, a.*| 
the houses are all mad^, either of wood, on 
formed of a kind of strong matting, they are^ 
not too heavy to be supported in this manner. ; 

Above the town stands a beautiful temple,, 
situated on a rising ground, which is ascended 
by a (light of upwards of one hundred steps^ 
cut in the side of the hill, and round the 
summit are cut terraces, planted with row» 
of trees, whose rich foliage gives good effect to 
the lofty spires of the temple that rises above 
it ; the centre and tallest of these is crowned 
at top, with a sort of cap, in the form of an 
umbrella, which, as well as the spire that sup. 
ports ir, is richly gilt, and glitters beautifully 
iu the gunshine» 



\ 
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"Such wts the tiew that presented Itself !• 
«ttr trayellers, as the vessel cast anchor, in the 
liad)Ottr of Rangoon. Before they could lanjd^ 
liowever, they were obliged to go throagh the 
forms, prescubed by the £mperor. *A Jfaithfid 
account was first transmitted to the governor^ 
€»f every thing the ship contained. A separatioa 
being made, between the articles intended for 
«ale, and what belonged to the vessel, the for* 
Mer were deposited in a public magazine. The 
governor nowxame ai^oard^ to examine whether 
every thing had been entered in the list, and^ 
finding every thing i:orrect, iavited the captain, 
And all aboard, to accompany him ashore, ia 
order that the bales might be opened, and tbt 
duty charged on each. 

Out travellers being now at liberty to fix 
their residence ashore, the captain, having pro. 
cured accommodatiou for them at the house of 
^n EngUsh merchant settled there, took them, 
first, to the market-house, a large publicbuild- 
4n^; somewhat answering to our exchange, but 
•used, likewise, as a place of sale, for the various 
articles of commerre, brought into the town. 
Here was assembled a crowd of persons, of 
^different nations, come together to interchange 
the produce of their respective countries: Turks, 
I'er^ians, Armenians, Portuguese, English, 
Americans^ and French, and all are equally 
protected, by the government, in their civU and 
religious rights. 

Having seen iwYv^itw^x V>\% Vo^w ^V^^^-^^^ 
JiiTorded worthy <>l«Lttv«e\\^f% \vq?»k.«^V^^ 

S.4 
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fiiissety iiDclingtbat the Tessel fa i^bich h^ 
cam^, Irould be necessarily delayed for som^ 
time, before she could (dispose of all her iner« 
ichandize, resolved to hire one of the boats ^hat 
ply on the riter, and go up the Iravaddy, as 
far as It yrB3 nafigable, a course vhich would 
enable him, not only to vis^t all the principal 
towns, which, as has before been mentioned ^ 
are situated on the river, but, also, to see the 
interior of the country, with less dIfHculty, and 
fatigue, than by land travelling. lie had, at 
first, iptended tp penetrate the Birman empire^ 
from south to north^ but, the undf'rtaking, he 
found, 'would be attendfsd with difficulty, and 
danger. lie was^ therefore, obliged to lay it 
aside, and rest satisfied with seeing the capita] ; 
the country, north of that, being infested with 
"Wild beasts, except in the immediate neighbour^ 
liood of the villa^eSy and also ill providefi 
"ivith roads, and. the means of travelling. 

The barge, in which he took hi^ depart urjs 
from Rangoon, was one of those in ordinary 
iise, though built of a singular construction. 
^^ Captain^*' siaid William, ^^ Idontknow how 
you and I could ever have made our long 
Toy ages, if we had not something better than 
these to cruise in^'' as he measured, with his 
eye, from end to end, the boat, sixty feet in 
length, that they weire about to step into ; nor ^ 
wffs it more than about ten or twelve feet 
wii/e; indeed^ from its extreme ti«Lttoyiv\«iW^>V\ 
Jproporfioq to the length, it -w^s ton««^\^T 
^f^eoty.sU men^ and, althoujh,i\ie mv^^o^'^V 
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]Rot swift, jtur travellers were not only secure, 
l)t)t comfortable, by an awning being erecte<l, 
cTiT the deck, to give them shelter, from the 
h*-nt of the sun, at noon-day, as well as to af. 
f^Tfi them accommo(]ation for sleeping at nighi. 
As they passed along the well wooded banks, 
fhey found that the face of the cou^ry pre- 
jst'fvted a fertile appearance, and was varied, 
viith rising grounds, well covered with trees, 
md having rich plains extending at their base. 
Tbe soil, they were told, produces all kinds •f 
^':>jn, and vegetables, afid the finest fruits, par- 
tH-nlaiiy the pine-apple, which may be said to 
fTt^>w spontaneously ; but its principal produc. 
tit>n is the teak timber, or Indian oak, which, 
9s we \\kv9 already said, is more durable than 
ii»y wood that^is known. This tree grows, 
pinripaily, on the hills, and being Hoated 
4Un\n the river to the port of Rangoon, is a va* 
l-d»ble article of commerce* Its stem grows 
|v rU^ci\y straight, and in often sixty, orftventy 
fo»f in length. 

Our travellers pursued their course, up this 
fTv?r, uninterruptedly, until they reached the 
«ry of Pegue, where ihey arrived, just in time 
!{♦ F*'e the festivities, observed on ushering iu 
|h»' n^w year. All was bustle and gaiety, but 
ps> f^^crss ; nor was there a single instance to 
f»«»>.e»i of intoxication, though thousands of the 
firwnioti people ^atleuAv^, 

it bvi'ng known VWl \X\«i^ v;e.\^ %V^'?^^^^^^^^^ 

^% 
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to jhe temple. Tli« troops that attended him, 
made a most singular appearance ; 5^yeral wer« 
naked to the middle, wearing nothing but m 
vraist-cloth rolled round them. Some were 
dressed in velvetj or cloth coats, regardless of 
the size or fashion. Some wore Dutch broad, 
brimmed hats, trimed with gold -lace; others 
thtf crowns of hats, without any brims at all. 
In short, never was there seen such an extra. 
ordinary looking set of people; everyone seem- 
ed privileged to wear whatever he chose to 
put on. The diversions consisted entirely o^ 
, boxing and wrestling. As soon as one engage- 
ment was concluded, the combatants prostrat. 
ed themselves before the governor's throne, 
whilst an attendant covered tht-ir shoulders with 
two pieces of cotton cloth, as a reward for 
their services. After this exhibition was over, 
th« company was refreshed with tea and s\ieet. 
meats. 

Disgusted with looking at the boxing, 
roatdies, for, our travellers could not agree 
with some of their countrymen at home, that 
there is any amusement in seeing their fellow- 
creatures fight like wild beasts, they were glad 
to change their situations, and repair to the go. 
Ternment-house, where they saw a curious 
procession of the deputies, sent from the neigh* 
houfing d/stricts, to assist at the ^eaeral festi- 
rsl. A small waggon, Udexv v!\V\v ^Te-^^\V^^ 
^d drawn by four buffaloes pTO^use\>f ^ecox^l- 
\ffl ^'^^ peacock's feathers, tJLi\A tVe V^^^» «; 



men l)eloiiglng (• It, danding and ihoutivg.— ^ 
The females, most <^f whom were young girls, 
«ajne last, in a separate troop, singing in fuU. 
chorus^ and dapping their hands in measured 
time. 

The next morning, at eight, a vast concourse 
of spectators were assembled, and temporarjr 
«^ed8 erected, for (he accommodation -of thoss 
4)t superior rank. The exhibition of this dajr 
4Consi3ted<;hiefly of the most brilliant fire-works 
"than canbe imagined. The rockets were pacr 
tkularly grand, and of uncommon size.: they 
rose to a groat height, and, as they descended, 
^hrew out various appearances of fire that were 
Teally very beautiful; but as the exhtbiti<>ii 
took place during ttie noon^day, they coul4 
iK)t, :of course, be seen lo advantage.. 

Eacb company, afterhaving displayed thelr* 
ovfu fire.^orks,' marched before the GoyernoEy 
to the sound of musical instruments, and con. 
elided the enter tainments.ojf the day with songs 
•and dances. 

After these festivities were vconjcljuded, Capr 

tain Blisset had leislire to examine the town, 

of which the building most deserving pf iu>tice 

js.thetempie; re^embiii^g, however, very muclt 

that which he had previously seen at Rangoon^ 

-except in point of size, in which it far exceeds 

fU The temple at Pegue has above one huur 

dred tall spires^ one of which, together with 

4he cap or umbrella <^which is of oi^ea Iroa 

'Work h fiftyrsix feet \w jaic\x\Ql«t«!^S»^^ '«»^\^ 

^caiicd, b J the nat\3r%S5^%"i;%C> '^.Vkw^^^^^'^ 



fire richly gilt^ and seem, at a distance, like j/l 
forest of g<^ld, from wlitnre the edifice has 
fceen callifl the Golden Tempte; round the 
Tims of thf Tee are hung small bells, \ihich 
Jteep up a continued tinkling sound, irhich is 
heard af a considerable distance. The town 
itself, from its similarity to Rangoon, present, 
ed but lit'le novelty to our travellers; and they, 
therefore, pursued their dburse up the river, 
mufh interested in observing the nature of the 
<*(?• ry, an(^ the habits of the people, as thej 
pissed along. - 

' li.f Binr aos are hospitable and social, an4 
particulaily kind to foreigners from any part 
of the uorljd; but there is found, in different 
pj^ris of the country, a distinct race of peo. 
plf railed Carianers. who devote themselves 
tf'xclusivo)} to agriculture ; and, what is most 
jpingular, dijpfer from all around them in habits, 
jnanneis and language ; forming amongst them, 
selves 8 select community, and refusing to in- 
termingle or marry witj strangers. 

But there is pne <excelleuce ip the character 
«f tkis harmless people, in which it would be 
well if (hey were imitated by those who, through 
the goodness of Providence, enjoy the light of 
Christianity. They live at peace, not only 
amongst themselves, but with all men; they 
carry on no war; they give no offence them^ 
selves^ and they forgive the \ti^\it\ei% iViC'^ \€i- 
jpe/re from others. They have »\\ iVve q>\%« 
jtom of chewing beetle leaf, aivd, lox t\>\^ v^^« 
J^P^^j they are usually attended \^? ^*^^??^: 
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carryipg ^ bo:^ filled with that article. Rwc;h 
gold chains are an ornament in much esteem 
amongst them, and are considered by them as 
a badge of nobility: the number of chains 
increasing in proportion to the rank of the 
owner. The Emperor alone wears twenty- 
four. Gold is, in fact, considered hf the Bir- 
^mans as the type of every, thing rich or noble, 
although it is'singularj that with this idea of 
the ?alue of gold, their coins are only made 
of siUer, or of lead : but they use it greatly 
in ear rings, and in ornamenting their public 
buildings; indeed, almost every thing belonging 
to the Emperor, or the royal palace, is deco. 
rated with that precious metal ; nor is it unu-> 
sual, in speaking of his majesty, to say. as a 
mark of his great dignity, ^' the Golden So- 
Tereign," or to Cf 11 the reception of any per- 
son at court, ^^ admission to the Golden beet ;?. 
and one iVian, who came down to the shore, 
told Captain Blisset the Emperor bad heard of 
his coming into the country, by saying, ^^ the 
news of your arrival bas reached the Goldep 
Ears." 

The Birroans, both men a,nd women, paint 
the edges of the jeye.lids and their teeth black^~ . 
which gives them a disagreeable api>farauce to 
strangers. They are dark coloured, like all 
other Jndians, though somewhat fairer (esp«'. 
cialJy the women) than those of Ilindostan, 
but the men have one viiT'Y ^\w^\w ^>^'?\^^^ 
Mhich is not knowi^ ii\ s^i\^' oWvtx ^^jj^Vi^^^"*^ 
•/ pluckivg oyX lh« Uw^L \x^ ^t ^^^^s.> .^^^ 
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grow. As they passed up the ri?er, groups 
of the men of rank of the coufitry were to be 
seen strolling along the river side, seated under 
the shade of trees, or occasionally inoi](nted 
on horseback, these were usually dress^ in a 
tight Test with long wide sleeves pf either white 
muslin or nankeen, over which they all wear 
M'ide robes of silk girt to the waist« The Bir« 
man women of the lower classes work very 
hard. Early in the morning they were often 
to be seen, ten or twelve of them together 
rowing small boats up and down the river^ 
laden with vegetables for market at the differ- 
ent towns; and in the evening, on returning 
from these expeditions, it was pleasing to hear 
iheir voices singing a sortpf chaunt together, 
as they rowed along the water. Music is a 
favourite diversion with these people; they 
use drums, a sort of guitar, clarionets and 
flutes of ^various kinds ; but their principal in- 
strument is a harp of a long narrow shape, 
tapering to a point at each end somewhat in^ 
the form of a boat. 

The natives came down to the shore very 
often to see the strangers, as they passed along, 
and usually presented them with a gift of Jruit, 
flowers, or honey found in the woods, the pro- 
^uce of the wild bees, which are here so nu^ 
merous that their wax forms a sta,^\<i «Lt>A<;\* ol 

J^n pursuioer their course uv ^^^,'^^^^" ^^^1 
^^ssed the rofned towa of A^i <^tv»* ^^^^' 
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rishing citj, and the capital of the enjpirPy 
but now fallen so much into decaj as to excite 
in our travellers no desire to visit it : and the^, 
therefore, continued on their course until they 
came to the city of Ummerapoora, now the 

* capital of the country, and the residence of 
the Emperor.— No soouer had they reached 
the city than his Majesty, having received in- 
timation of their arrival (for so seldom did 
Europeans visit the capital, that our travellers 
excited a great sensation amongst all ranks,) 
sent down two elephants covered with the 
richest saddle-cloths and harness^ to convey 
therii to the palace; for Williarm, being an 
European, was considered, by them, to be of as 
much consequeOce as the Captain ; a crowd of 
attendants also came down to the shore, with 
the elephants; and now followed Captain Blis. 
set and William, walking two and two, in a 
Tegular order of procession ; (he officers of state 
being all dressed in their court robes of silk. 
The houses in the streets, through which they 
passed (every one of which was crowded with 
spectators) were fresh white wajihed, and de- 
corated with boughs and flowers. When they 
drew near the palace, having blighted from the 
elephants, they were desired t<»make obeisance 
to the residence of the sovereign, by bending 
the body, and raisin'g one hand to the head. 
This ceremony was repeated very often till 
they reached the saloow, w\ivi\\^^\v\.\x^^^^>55v^\x 
shoesp they seated lV\tvx\^^\iHi^ oxv^-aLX^^vs^* ^«x%^ 

they wfcre ordered Vo ^ln^ XaVl W% %:ti>c^'*S. ^^ 
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the king's sons. The appearance of eacli^ vftl^ 
^heir attendants, was highly superb. The eldest 
son was carried in a very rich palanquin, and 
screened from the sun by a large golden fan ; 
the rest walked with their attendants. Afrer 
this they were shewn into ijie hall of audience^ 
which displayed all the grandeur q( the court. 
It is supported by seveiity-seyen pilHurs, and 
at the end of it is a high gilded lattice, whick 
conceals the throne. When his Majesty arrlv. 
ed, £hese folding doors openi^d, and displayed 
the throne, which i^ richly caired and giltj 
on two tables near it, stood several large ves- 
^els and other ornaments of gold. 

His M^esty seemed scarcely able to ascend 
the flight of steps that lead to his seat, from 
the weight of hi^ dress, which was supposed 
to be equal to fifty pounds of gold; he literally 
bore the appearance of a man cased in golden 
armour, with a wing of the same roet^l oi| 
each shoulder. His crown was a high cap, 
richly studded with precious stones ; and his 
fingers were covered with rings. 

Four Brahmins, or priests, m white caps and 
gowns,chaunteda songat thefootof the throne^ 
Captain Blisset and William then made theif 
obeisance to his Majesty, whiph he slightly re. 
turned, and, in a few minutes, withdrew, with- 
out deigning to honour thf m with any further 
notice r^an an attentive \ook. VV.N^ovA^^'t^xik, 
^s/fhebadiayited them to coutt *o\e\^ VotVcv^^ 
purpose of gratifying hU oiwu cw\ovA.>j^^^^ 
/ff^fiJ^j^i^ghh royal magoiat^i^^- \^iV^^^>>^ 
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they treat him with, are so euctravacant, that 
few persons, perhaps, could be found proof 
pigainst such adulation. Amongst the former 
are— the sofereign of the earth — the emperor 
of emperors— the sovereign esteemed for richer 
and happiness — the monarch of elephants and 
horses, and all good things — the lord of high- 
built palaces, of gold, &c. &c. 

The palace in which our travellers were re. 
ceived is a spacious stone building with four 
gates ; ambassadors, they were told, enter by 
that to the east, which is called the golden 
^»te, because they are expected to appear be. 
fore him with presents. The south gate is de. 
voted to justice, and at which all enter who 
bring petitions, complaints, or accusations. 
The west is the gate of fa?or, through nhicb 
all pass that have been cleared from suspicion,' 
or that have received favors. And the north 
is the gate of state, by which his Majesty passes, 
when he thinks fit to honour his subjects by 
shewing himself. 

After our travellers had been regaled at the 
palace they i-eturned into the town, but the 
JSmperor, probably from the sa.me motive that 
induced him to seek an interview with them, 
ordered that th«y should be provided with 
accommodation in the palace ; upon this they 
were coodiicted to a remold t^vkX. ^^ >^NX;\iw\^- 

ing, dist»^t from the r€j^%\ ^^^^^'^^^^^'^^ -^ '^'^^;5w 
Acre tbey took pp their T«%\Ae\vc.e^ wv^wx^^^^;^^ 
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rnoms were richlj carpeted, and the wiodon 
looked toabeaatiful view on the rirer, enli 
vened by the number of boats that were con 
tinually passing up and down. It is unneces 
tary to give a description of the town ; i( 
narrow streets paved with bricks, the hoasc 
formed of matting or slender planks of wood 
and its temples, with gilded spires^ rendered i 
so similar to those which our travellers had a) 
ready visited. It is sufficient to add, that the 
spent a few days at Ummerapoora, but neti 
saw the Emperor afterwards. 

In a few days, therefore, having received tfc 

Emperor's permission, Captain Blisset and Wi 

liam quitted Ummerapoora, and having now tl 

. current of the river in their favour, they soo 

reached Rangoon, where they found the vessi 

in which they had come, almost ready for sei 

A change, however, now took place in tl 

destination of our travellers, and it will appei 

less surprising when the reader considers thi 

their object being to gratify an ardent curiositj 

they were tied to no place but that whi( 

should best advance this scheme. At Rangoc 

Captain Blisset found a number of his countr; 

men, with whom he associated ; but there Wi 

an American vessel at anchor, at Rangoo 

with the Captain of which he formed a c\o 

intimacy. Discoursing together one day, thi 

found that they had actuaW^ ^<wjl%Vv1 a^au 

^ach other during the war, a atotm alXwc-w^ 

rising, which separated tVia aYAv* ^^^^^^^ 

«#/»t^ atid chir now lenreA to tteate^w 
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inacy which soon ripened into friendship* We 
were national opponents once, said Captain 
Blisset, and, perhaps, there is nothing WhUh 
more forcibly shews the evil of war, than itj 
making enemies of those who, but for this, 
would be fast friends. Let us endearourto' 
make up for it now, said Captain Wells, and 
so they did, for they became so attached, that * 
Captain Blisset was easily ind need to accept * 
an offer of a passage tp Pekin, whitlier the 
American was going to regulate some differ. - 
cnce which had occurred between the American 
Merchants and the Chinese. You may as well 
take a birth with me, said Captain Wells, and 
we shall reach our destination about the same' 
time as the Embassy which your country was • 
sending ont about the time that I was quitting 
JVew York upon this mission. I receive your 
oifer with gladness and shall only thank yon 
by saying that should I ever get a con^imand of 
another vessel, you or your friends shall be 
always welcome to share my mess; and thus 
was the arrangement made: Captain Blisset and 
his faithful William being a few days afterwards 
embarked on their way to the capital of* 
China. * . ' 

As they passed along the southern and south* 
eastern shores, it would have gratified our 
travellers much, could they have visited the 
kingdoms of Cambodia, Laos, Cochin-China, 
and Tonquin ; which, as mentioned before^ li« 
east of the Birman empuc x \i\iV >^^ vxX\v.\ss* 
jtaiousf with whick sU«lt\^%«% ^i^ ^^^x^*^ 



5« 

- iwnderiog It impossible to travel tlirougli tbevi, 
they were, though reluctantly, obliged to re. 
pounce their wishes. 

In ten days from the period of their em- 
barkation, the v^essel passed along the western 
ahore of theBiiman empire^also of the Malaya, 
and jetting through the straits of Malacca, 
which separate the country of the Malays from 
the large island of Sumatra, and lie in the 3d 
and 4^ of north latitude : their course next lay 
northwards along the south eastern kingdom . 
of Cambodia, which along with the countries 

, jof the Birman empire, and Malaya, aptly 
reprc*<^nt, like Italy in Europe, the foot of ^ 
trooper's boot: hence they steered northwards 
along the eastern coast of China, through it9 
whole extent of nearly 20 degrees of latitude^ 
until at length they reached the mouth of 
the gulf of Petchelee, at the bottom of which 
lies the town of Pekin. It was with no small 
interest that Captain lilisset found him about 
to land in a country which, nerer making any 
alteration in its manners or customs, must have . 
been 1200 years ago much more civilized tha^ 
any part of Europe, though the continually 
Improving civilization of other countries halt 
now left it far behind. 

The gulf of Petchelee once entered, they 
soon crossed it, and anchored at the mouth of 
the river Pei-ho, lying in the ^9° of north 
Jon^ftude^ 118^ of east longitude. The nexc 

morning with a favourable breeze tVie^ cto^^v^d 
^ considersLble b^r of sand VrVvcVi uvi^t«% 



ikii bay 9 In the same manner as the h&f 
•f Dublin is cross<»d bj the banks called 
the north and south bulls, and sailed up the 
river Pei.ho, which is navigable for many miles 
up its streams. 

The rirer within the bar was about 500 
yards wide, and covered with boats of every 
form and description. On its southern bank 
was a small village called Tung^coo ; but the 
port of Ta-coo to which' the ship was bound, is 
situated some miles higher up the river. Their 
passage being against the current of the stream 
-was necessarily slow ; nevertheless, ''as the 
wind was in their favour, they made good way^ 
The land , on each side appeared low and 
narshy, and the houses were, for the most 
part, miserable huts, built of mud, while here 
and there stood a more wealthy and substantial 
looiLing residence. Among the inhfibitants 
irho appeared along the river were some wo^ 
men, the extreme smallness of whose feet 
shewed Captain Blisset that the stories he had 
80 often heard of the custom of confining (he 
feet from infancy were not fabulous. This 
]^ractice id prevalent throughout the whole em^ 
pire; those only refraining from it who are in ' 
the very pobrest and humblest class of life. 
To have the feet of the natural size is, there* 
fore, considered by them as a mark of inferi*, 
ority, or of disgrace,and is studiously avoided : 
hence, parents swathe their daughters' feet 
from the earliest inftLtvc^, l«iX>\\^ \^^\^^'^'^ 
ef the suffering ttay VVua wX3k\^'^\ ^^^ ^"^ ^ 



' The fe«t, thus cramped, remain as gmallas 
those of children, even when the is;irl has growa 
to womanhood, and are considered -a great 
beauty. 

Our travellers soon afterwards reached the 
town of Tacoo, and as the American was not 
to proceed further up the river,, thej took 
leave of him with the warmest assurances 
of friendship.: they also hired a boat for their 
own conveyance, resting during night at small 
villages on the way, and resuming their course, 
by day. / 

This mode of proceeding^ however, was 
quite too tedious for Captain Blisset whose 
anxiety to reach Pekin increased the. nearer he 
approached it. lie, therefore, here hired a 
small low car, such as is frequently used by 
travellers, and which, though a rumbling, uneasy 
vehicle, carried him and William quickly over 
the ground. A wide and level tract still lay- 
between him and Pt* kin, called the great plaia 
of Pee.chee.lee, and this once crossed, he sooa 
found himself at the gates of the city. 

Our travellers were well pleased to find 
themselves at length arrived at this great city 
of Asia, the capital of the empire of China, 
containing upwards of three millions of inha- 
bitants, whose bustling crowded streets formed 
not an unpleasing contrast to the wild and 
desett 9cei\t% which they had recently witne^ised 
in some p&rts of the B\rm'a.u eTO^vte. 'YVi*t^ ^ 
there forff^ lost no time in ^^aUiogotv vVi^>iv\<\^>? 
-^wbassador whq assured tYi^i»^ vVi^\.Vv%^«'«^^ 
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s^ist them ia the gratification of their cnrioskj 
hy every means in his power. 

The city may properly be said to consist 
of two parts, the Chinese and Tartar quarters^ 

^ each of which formerly held the otlier as a 
distinct and separate town, although they -are 
now, in fact, but parts of the one city y an4 the 
walls which they each have built to shut oot one 
another, are still, in part, standing, though 
^ery much fallen into ruin. The Chinese quar. 
ter of Pekin contains about nine square miles^ 
'and the other, which, in fact, forms the main 
body of the town covers a space of fourteen 
square Bnles. The whole, therefore, forms 
one of the most extensive > cities in the world, 
and is considered to be at least twice the size 
of London. 

One large ^street, four miles in length, and 
120 feet broad, runs through Ike central part 
of the town^and is crossed by another of equal 
length and breadth ; the other streets are nar* 
row, and mfkny of them can only be co>nsidered 
as lanes. They are all unpaved, and covered 
with sand and dust, but are kept clean and 
frequently watered. The two principal streets 
consist almost entirely of rows of shops which 
are handsomely adorned with painting and 
gildings and as the goods are not only laid out 
within to great advantage, but are displayed 
outside of the doors, the whol^ q^v^^^a.^^^:^^ x^ 
extremely shewy and OTi^wx!ifevv\Ax»^^'^ \.«^^- 
in front ot those hou%«% ^Vw\^n«o^\^^^^^^'*;^ 

^hick reacb much Wi^ei^ X\xv^ ^^'^ ^"""^ '^ 



iHdlch Ate fixed crossed boards, with tnscr^p^ 
tions in gilt letters announcing the name and 
trade of the proprietor, and the rarious goods 
he has to dispose of. To these poles are hung 
long streamers of coloured silks and ribbotis^ , 
like the masts of ships, with their colours 

« Well, William, how do you like P*.kin," 
• said Captain Biisset, next morning, after tht'j 
had walked through the town. ^^ Why, Sir, 
we hate been in a great n^any strange' places 
' before now, but 1 think this city surpasses any 
thing we hate seen yet; The regular form of 
the streets, the flat roofs of the houses covered 
with flowers, and the colours flying make il 
look more like a camp than a city. But,then^ 
the streets are so crowded, and what with the 
cobblers, the tinkers, the blacksmiths, the bar. 
bers, ail carrying on their trades in their little 
Stalls out in the very middle of the street, it is 
almost impossible for one to make his way 
through them at all; and I was in one part of 
the town to.day where I saw tents and boot]ii» 
in which were people sellin^j; tea, fruits, and^ 
rice, add other things of tliat kind ; but what 
crowds the streets more than all the rest, are 
the troops of dromedaries coming in, as they 
tell me, with coals from. Tartary , so i suppose 
the Chinese have none in their own country; 
Mftd then the way the people have of carrying 
//le/r fruits and fegctaV>\esk ioi s^^\tv>«W^\- 
i^rrowsj Instead of putting tW.w\ \\\>a^^VVs wv 
^«/r Ijeads^ as they do m I>vi\j\vv\> -^^^"^ *' 
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tiot ftuch an annoyance to the foot passengeri. 
And as to noise, [ used to think Dublin bad 
enough, but it is peace and quietness compared 
to this town, for the voices of the multitudes 
that are buying and selling their various com. 
modities, and the cries of jugglers, fortune, 
tellers^ conjurers, and musicians, I think never 
cease night or day." 

Captain Blisset's great object of curiosity 
Was to see the Emperor's palace, which is situ- 
ated within the wliUs of the city ; and as his 
Majesty was tljien at one of his country resi- 
dences, he was permitted to see the pl^^asure 
grounds, though he could not get admission 
into the palace. These, however, afforded him 
much amusement from the singular manner ia 
which they were, laid out. They are enclosed 
by what is called the yellow wall, from th« 
colour of the ttimfshed tiles with which its top 
is covered, and which glitter in the view like 
burnished gold. The space contained within 
the palace walls is about a mile square, and is 
laid out in lakes and hills formed entirely by 
artificial means. The beds for lakes ha,ve been 
dug and water brought to them by forcing 
pumps, and the hills have be^u formed by 
mounds of earth, that have been carried in 
there and heaped up to a considerable height. ' 
These are richly planted, and a number of 
pmall pleasure houses hatv^bei^vx \i\x>\V«^>^^K^\ 
» Ai/e the lakes beiu^ *v^\v\W\ ^*v^ v^-^vv^'^^^ 
ciuses the Whole to \i^>i« «^ ^^^^ ^^.-^'y^^^ ^"^ 



alngDlar effect ; KRd Captain BlUset naa toJd 
that his Majpsty has annther palace aitnated 
jmt outside of the town which a laid out io a 

The city of Pi'kin is sarroanclpd by waits 
about forty feet high, and which are tweotjr feet 
thick at bottom, but thp breadth at the top does 
not ejtceed tweWe feet, so that it hns a coiiside. 
Table slope, especially on the insidp, and rises 
by stages like pyracnids at interrals of serenty 
yards. Along the wall stand high square 
towers, and outside of it there runs a deep fosse 
all round (he city, so that the Chinese coit. 
sider their capital to be Tfry well fortlScd. 

Amongst the public buildings at Pikin, (he 
principal ones are more for ornament than use, 
there are triumphal. arches which hare been 
built either in memory of remarkable men, or 
else to commemorate some parliculnr national 
event, and several of them areerectedacross the 
two main streets of the city already mentioned. 

The shops are almost entirely confined 
to these two streets ; the others, therefore, 
present hut a gloomy appearaace; for all pri. 
.ate dwelling houses are built s little otf the 
line of the street, and have a confined court 
before them, which is shut in by a high blank 
wall; and besides that, it is not tinususl ta 
light the houses principally from the rear, so 
that frrquentiy there is iiolhiog \.q he seen all 
»iong the street butblanll viaWs. 
^^ Bat while CapUin BHswt &bAN4\\\\w&^^« 
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8iglit8 before them, they soon began to feel, that 
they in their turn were giving as much amuses 
ment to the natives. Their short coats and 
smooth faces formed a ridiculous contrast to the 
wide flowing robe and long beard of the Chi. 
nese. In this, howerer, they were not singu. 
lar, for though the appearance of Europeans, 
and especjally of Englishmen Is very rare at 
Pekin; It happened that there had lately a r. 
rived there the British Ambassador of whom 
Captain Wells had spoken, with all his train 
of servants and attendants ; amongst whom a 
black man servant to one of the English offi- 
c»»rs se«*med to attract mosf notice. The dark 
colour of his skin and woolly head, nothing 
like which, it would seem, had ever been seen 
in Pekin before, led some of the people to 
doubt whether he belonged to the human ftpe. 
cies or not; they all called him a Fan que« 
(or blacic fellow) ;is he passed along 

The Chinese have no coinage of silver, but 
it is not unusual for them to purchase articles 
of value, by giving in exchange lumps of that 
metal, which has been merely refined, and all 
the dross extracted from them ; these, though 
set each into any mould or form, are always 
made up into pieces of a certain weight, usually 
of about eight or ten ounces, and aro marked 
accordingly. 

At Pekin, Captain Blis^ot had a pleasure 
which he had not for a long; time enjoyed in 
meeting With some o\d ty,c,i\vi;iAtA».\\c.^ \ '^^^'^^'*?^ 
the ofhcars who ^ct% \Wi% Va. '^^ ^<x^v^ 

¥ % 



' Ambuiador** Rotte. Throiigliihein heobtalned 
an introduction to hit Eicelleacy, who receWed 
him with great kindness, and a fen daj» after- 
wardt sent to inform him, that as the Kmperor 
(fas now at on« of hia palaces in the coontiy, 
situated a few days' journiiy from Pekin, he 
purposed going there immedialcly, in order ia 

' wait apon his Majesty, and if Captain Bliuct 
wished to accompnoy him, he wuuld be very 
happy if he would join in his suite. This pro- 
posal he moat gladly accepted, and having 
•btained permission for William to accompany 
him, mattrrs were quickly ananged for their 
departure. 

The vttlley of Zhe.hol, in which the Em. 
peror's palace is situated, ia about a week'f 
journey frnm Pekin ; although on the bordt^rs 
of China, it Isactually in Tartary, and lies to 
Ihe north-west of the city. 

The Ambassadorvtas accompanied bya num- 
ber of Chinese, and most of his Europtan at- 
lirndants, and carriagea, and other modes of 
conveyance being provided, they set forward . 
on tlifir journey, at an early hour in the morn- 
ing. The Ambassador himself travelled in his 
own carriage, with four fine Tartar horspfi. It 
was a handsome English-built .chariot, and 
«icited the astonishment of all , the natives as 
they passed along, who are accustomed only to 
/oH', cJuiasy, two. wheeled c&m«i|^e^,%^ftd with- 

<»(K springs, immediately to the s\vBXU,,aw4 V\\.ft« 

**^fcr thaa coatOfOtt carts— hia fcxtdL\e»«.|>^^^ 
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Emperor ; but one of the Officers told Captain 
Blisset, that, on its bein^ landed from the fes- 
sel, the people had expressed great dissatisfac-. 
tion at the seat for the servant being raised 
higher than that part of the carriage which his 
Majesty was to occupy, and that it would be 
necessary to alter it before it could be pre- 
sented to him. 

The evening before the Embassy set out, a 
Chinese nobleman (called in that country Man. 
darines) waited upon the Ambassador with a 
iness^e from his Majesty, who, being aware of 
his intention of coming to Zhe.had, sent to 
inform him, that there were several palacesalong 
the road on which he was fo travel, erected 
for the Emperor's accommodation, and that he 
bad given orders that his Excellency and suite 
should be received in them, whenever they 
WK'jh^d to stop on their journey. 

They noWj therefore, pursued their journey 
without difficulty ; the plain in which Pekia 
is situated extends a considerable way to the 
north and east — westward the hills bpgan to 
rise at a little distance, but on the ^ast, for 
many miles, there was a perfect level on to the 
gulf Pee-chee-lee. 

On their way the Ambassador occasionally 
took one or two of the Chinese nobl<r*s into the 
carriage with him, whose terror, lest it should 
overturn, was highly amusing, but being as- 
sured of its perfect sa^el^ ^^^^^ \i^.^^^v? ^vS\^«^- 
ed whU its easiness, Wg^Uw^'S. %w^ ^vy^^xv^ -.^'^ ^ 
iugenuity of the spiV^s^v^^^ VV^ ^^vv>a\%«^^^ 



Cor FalHDg sod lowering the blinds and win, 
^ows. 

This eicursion afforded Captain Bliuet 4 
belter opporlooirj of gelling an insight into 
the habils and customs of the people than anf 
he had ;et enjoj'ed ; for he had in companj- 
wilh him in the carriage one of the Chinese 
mi-rchants attached to the British factor/ at 
Pekin, who tieing Jerf cominunicative and 
well informed, gave him mucli nsefal infor- 
mation. He observed the country to be thinly 
wooded, except along< the edge aide; few treei, 
besides the willow ^ere found, except popUn 
and Hsh, and a few mulberry tree;); the for- 
mer appeared, howeTer, to grow tery IUX01I7 
«ugly ; the Chinese merchant poiated out one, 
the stem of which he said, was fifteen feet in 
•ircumference at the height of' six feet froip 
the ground. During the nrst 6ay'a journey, 
^hey pssaed several small riverq, navjgalil* onty 
for boats of light burden, which are employed 
in conreying goods down to Pekin from the 
diSVrent parts of ihe country, and in placrs 
whfre thtre is no convejance by water, the 
Datives make use of dromedaries to carry their 
merchandize to miirket. In (he course of hi* 
journey afterwards, Captain Blisset met droves 
of these aijimuls ou their W)iy to Pekin, some- 
(f/nes laden with the richest furs of Tarlary ; 
aometimeg with chnrcoa\, tVal wicXe ^lew^ 
*'i great d«in8nd, for it w l^* cWl V-^V i^^ 
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Journey at one of those palaces already mea. 
tionedy where they found every thing provided 
for (heir accommodation. During the next 
few days, nothing particularly worthy of notice 
occurred, except that their road led from the 
level plains which they had hitherto been tra« 
versing. Over some of the hitJs alrf ady men- 
tioned, as appearing to them at a distance 
when they first set out on their journey. 

On the moruing of the fourth day's journey^ 
our travellers saw that celebrated work of art 
called the wall of China, which is so justly 
considered one of the wonders of the world* 
At what period this vast piece of mason worlc 
was commenced, is quite uncertain, but it is 
known to have been completed three hundred 
years before the birth of Christ. It was ori. 
girially intended by the Chinese as a rampart 
to protect them from the incursions of their 
neighbours the Tartars, and extends along what 
IS supposed to hare then been the northern and 
western boundary of their own, dominions, 
winding over a chain of lofty mountains for 
an extent of between Oiie thousand aud fifteen 
hundred miles; sometimes where vailies iuterr 
vene between these mountains, the wall is 
found full thirty feet high, but where it is car. 
ried over hij^h ledges of rocks, it is not more 
than twenty, but such is its thickness, that 
the top is flat, paved with stone, and so broad 
that a carriage might drive along it. The first 
aippearance to our'iraveVYei*, ^\v\fc n^^x. vA. %. 
dlsuace from it, ww IVia.! ol ^ \»»x>i- ^^ ^^^^'^v 
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^liendiDg along tbt mouDtaini : soqietimes it 
stretches oTcrthc highest ridges of the rocks, 
- and then descending, sweeps down Into the 
, valley, and winds up the side of the succeed- 
ing hill, crossing upon arches over rivers, and 
interspersed with towers at very short distances 
from each other. In this manner is Its course 
carried on, and when we consider the ei(reme- 
- difficulty of conveying the materials to places 
apparently inaccessible, (for it b not built of 
the stones of the mountains but of brickX 
and the vast expense and labour of such aa 
undertaking, the wall of China must ever be 
looked u^on with surprize and admiration. 

Our travellers approached it by a steep 
lucent, and found that the towers were evi- 
dently intended as fortifications, . where pro. 
bably in time of war, troops were stationed 
for the defence of the frontiers. In many 
parts the wall is doubled and even trebled for 
the sake of security^ and the towers are placed 
about one hundred yards from each other, and 
-vary from ten to forty feet in height. Tbii 
great work may well be considered as the most 
astonishing production of human industry; the 
yvM itself, without the towers, is calculated « 
to contain mateiials enough to build all the 
dwelling-houses in England and Ireland, and it 
IB also said, if all the stones in the towers alone 
"Were collected together,' they would suffice te 
Jbu//d M city as large as Lon(ion . B\^l\\. >n\\\ ^\n* 
* s/iJI furttier idea, of this stw^ei\d<>\x% ^.oxX* 
'^/f»t JH maUxisiU vvould be Eu^cUi^l l^i *.\\*\V 
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SIX feet high and two feet thick, whose length ; 
fifty thoasand miles, would twice go round, 
the world, 

Military honours were paid to the Ambassa 
dor and his train, as hepa;SSjed : the troops were 
drawn up in two lines, facing inwards.; the/ 
were formed by cqinpames, each of which ha4, 
its own leader.and its standards; ^t thrirht ad- 
stood their band of musical instruments, and> be- 
yond at the further extremity, of their line, ^jere 
placed some small field pieces of various for^pa* 
and constructions ; the whole n'lmbeif of troops 
thus drawn out amounted to about a hundred^, 
but they extended their lines to a considerable 
length by leaving an interval of Sf ven feet be^ 
tween each of the companies Near to this 
gate there were formed some breaches \i\ the 
wall, which afforded them an easy opportunity 
of examining it; and Lhey there discovered 
that this main body consisted of a hi^h banl( ^ 
of earth, enclosed on each side by a tliiclc wall, 
of masonry, this is surmounted by a pUifornL 
of stone masonry, and above rises a solid maf^$ 
of brick wall ; the stone work projecting 
about two feet beyond the brick wall, and 
neither mortar nor any kind of cement appear^ 
lohave been used in the whole building. 

Soon after they entered upon Tartary ; their 
road led through several small and scattered 
Tillages, where there were yet to be seen seve. 
lal Chinese families, the women always dis(in« 
gutsbed by their l\ti\e feet,«LvecvjXv^\\\>i >«WO».v 
JboireFer close their hB\AVs ol "wvVet'iiw^^^^ ^^^ 
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ttiem, the Tartsn never ytt baTt been knawrf 
to adopt. 

As the tratellen edfancetl into Tartary, tlie 
•easoD became graduallj' colder, the rulds H>or« 
rugged, the vegetation less iuxuiiant, and tb« 
lllite wood which the monntainsiflbrdpd grew 
fltl on their southern sides, the others bfaring 
little more than a few Ihomf shrabi, and a 
Bcantf covering of parched grass. 

la the vallies between these moa^tHns, there' 
is a species of hare to be found, which is re. 
markabte for changing its colour, in winter to 
white, and again resuming its natural brown 
in saoimer. In some respects too this smmat 
is very pecoliarly formed, Us feet and toes 
being of an extraordinary length, which when 
he leaps over snow form a round base that 
SDpports him from sinking into It, 

Their road for the most (inrt lay along (lie 
foot of the hills, so that their view of the 
country was very much conlined ; however, on' 
the seventh day of their journey, they came' 
to where there was a spacious valley between 
two of these mountains, this was the vallFj of 
2hehol, their place of destinMtini.; in the 
midst of it stood the small town of (hr sani» 
Hanie, and beyond it, situated upon a richly 
wooded rising groond, lay the Emperor's palace 
and pleasure grounds; of these the former is 
culled " the seat ot gtatrfiA tooVut**^'' <o.« 
Jailer " the garden ol \nnmn*Ta\Ae \.w«*,'' — 

■'*» tbtrv ilnM»a..k.rl iVis \mTiet\tl\ T«»A*'»W t 
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iiMves in the order of procetsion, and Captain 
Blisset was much amused afterwards bj hear. 
Ing, that at the time, instead of bein^ seated 
in state awaiting their arrival, his Majesty was 
entertaining himself by watching all the pro^ 
ceedings of the embassy from a rising ground, 
in one of his gardens. It was received with 
military honours, amidst a crowd of specta* 
tors on horseback and on foot; several of the 
latter were dressed entirely in yellow, avfavou« 
rite colour ail through China, their heads being 
likewise covered with round yellow haf8» 

The residence allotted to the embassy was 
situated close to the town of ZhehoL It was 
built on the gentle slope of a hill, and con« 
sisted of different courts, each upon a highec 
level than the preceding one, and communicate 
ing with each other by flights of stone steps; 
the whole was sufficiently spacious, with a 
. pleasant prospect of the Tartar hills, a ylew 
of the town, and of part of the Emperor's 
park* The town of Zhehol, with the excep* 
tion of a few residences belonging to Manda* 
vines, consists of a few miserable hovels, 
crowded with population* The streets aUa 
Are ciooked, unpaved and very dirty. 

A day was at length fixed for the presentation 
of the British Ambassador to the Emperor, but 
instead of appointing the ceremony to take 
place in the palace^ his Majesty gave orders 
that his favourite gardens should be prepared 
for that purpose* Teiita vj^x%«x.^«ti\\\^i^^^!X-. 
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the ChlaeM CDitom on all state occuiohi, Ihe 
hour of dann of day wai fixed on fortho visit. 
On that morning the AmhasBador and the 
(teottemen of th^ embassy, including Captain 
Biisapt and WiHiam, repaired before day light 
to the lardnn of the paltcc; io the center of 
the gardi-ii wasagpacious aud magnificent tent, 
the roof of which was supported within by 
gilded pillars; on one side of this tent 'wu 
plncfd a splendid throne, and, on the opposite 
liile, n wide opening led into a seconi), that 
WBS painted yellow, and extended out to a 
ConsiderahiR longth. The furniture of each 
was etfgant, without being ga udy, several 
round tentK were pitched in the garden in ffont 
of the priocipnl one, of which one was for 
I thf use of the embassy while^ waitirg for the 

j Emperor; others were appointed lor the ad- 

|l commndation nf several princes of Tartary, 

jl and dcli>gat«» from the neighbonring States 

Ij vho Wfre then at cnurt at ZhKbol, and were 

\\ now assembled on this day to grace the rec-p- 

:; tton of the Engliph Ambassador; others wire 

{i also provided for the male branches of the 

l' royal family, and the principal officers of slate. 

|1 In the liwat tent his Majesty v,as to recfise 

I] thi- Ambassador from the King of Great 

'' Britain. 

Brfore the Emperor's arrival the Airbassa. 

tfor't lent HIS filled wiih ft uumber of ^rsons 

V-o were indu<-ed either 1\hou%\i wiftv-j m 

curiosity to Tisit liiin. AuiinftsV Vttem, vi^'^^ 
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Soon after A .. "^ "**' 

«t«ated. Hi,"jJ''/ «>n which e^oT *'«^ 

«'<>»d the n . '"' """a' custom*^ "°''» ''ho 

•"« flags. ' H,-.",^'?" of the boZthL^'^, 
"et, in form „^? """^ "'i, wi^ ?! •° » '-he 

standing nUr't' f ""^hold plJc^^ V''»<''P«i 



krtetpteUr. The other geDtlcmco of die EWw 
buiy remRiDed at the entrance, to the tent, fronD 
whence, howeier, they had i, full riew of %bf 
eert-Bionies tha;C patttd within. 

Ifis P.zcrllencj ms dreseed hi a richly em'-> 
braideied tnit of velffF, adorned with a dia_> 
mond bailfiB and star of the order of the Bath, 
and OTcr the whole be wor« a long and flowing 
nanfli; of the same: (he deference which he 
wi»htd Ivpay te the Chinese fashion of drea* 
uxlucad tun to adept ihia co»tiiin«; for t ball 
naiion is ivisarkabls for adopting wtiatever 
mode of dreas is best calculattd to eiirelopft 
and disftnis* che figorp. 

TheAnilMsnadar, inslnicted hy the Presiilent^ 
held them!ifpi(S««Dt square box of fiotd adorned 
wilh jewels, iu whict was inclosed the Kiiigg 
of England's letter to the Emperor, betweera 
hnth bands, iifttd above hb head, and in that 
manner sEctnding the few steps that Ifd to th* 
throne, and bendtng on one knee presented 
the box, with a short addrfss, to his imperial 
MsjeBly, who, graiiously receiving it wilh his 
own hands, fa tnarls of peculiar fa«oiir) placed 
it by his side, and courteously replied to his 
Ejicelleiicy ii< rerms ejipresKire iif the sRlisfaa. 
fioii he fell at tIsU testiFnoiiy which his Biitan- 
iiic Idnjesty Iboa (juve Idm of his esteFni and 
^ood will, and his earnest deaire that hsrmony 
ehoulil ever prttail betwem them. After n 
/ittiff more conii!tsatiP'*»*cV.K>v*''"^^'^^'*-**^ 
« VHlaahle aeir In his P.iceWe'^t-ji-KV'ii to^V\"v 
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%tiic1i be had brought with him, both on his . 
ovrh behalf, and on the behalf of his sovereign* 
All these his Majesty condeticendingly receifcd, 
and gave others in retarn for them. 

An interpreter being indispensable, the con- 
versation was necessarily tedious, and the Em. 
peror enquired if any one in his Excellency's 
ttain could speak Chinese : his page, a l>ojr 
of thirteen, had made some- proficiency in the 
language, and upon being fed up to the throne, 
his Majesty took from his own girdle a small 
yellow silk bag which jie usually carried about 
his~ person for holding betel, which he appeared 
to chew, and presented it to him as a mark of 
peculiar favour. 

After this the English Ambassador and the 
two persons who accompanied. him, were con* 
ducted to cushions, on which they sat down» 
They were placed on the l«'ft hand side of the 
throne, which, according to the Chinese cos* 
toms, is considered the place of honour. The 
Tartar Princes, and the Envoys from other 
states were next reci'ived by the Emperor, and 
after these ceremonies were over, every persoti 
sat down on cushions laid in due order round 
the tent, each person maintaining his place 
with as much precision as before. Small tables 
calculated to accommodate two people were 
then laid down before them, and exhibited a 
sumptuous feast ; the dishes upon each table 
were not, however, spread out according to the 
European custom, but vrw^ \\\ft\ \i^ wsr^^^'^ 
another. A tabic vw ^Uc^4 \^W>8fc ^^'^^ "^^ 
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Majesty before the throne, xnd he seeing toen- 
joy the feast ai much hi any of his gaesti. Tea 
wat also serTed to bim, bat lasteadof being 
broaghtina pileon hif table, all thRniriouBdishet 
aod cupswerecarrisdintohimoneafteraDatfaer, 
and each was presented to hint by an atteadaot^ 
who held bi^ burden lifted up above his bead. 
Daring the whole time of the banquet the aU 
' moi't silence prevailed ; no cooTeraation was 
beard among the guests, no bustle among the 
attendants ; there vas a calmness, and a solema 
pomp in the whole scene, such as on similar 
occasions ii quite foreign to Elaropean habits; 

The Emperor failed not to pay pirticulai 
attention to the Ambassador ; sent him sereral 
dishes from his own table, and presented hint 
with bis own hands a goblet of warm Chinesa 
wine, in flaiour not unlike Madeira. 

When the festiTSl was over, his Majesty roaa 
from his throne, and took his deparinre; the 
procession being conducted ia th« same manner 
as on his arrivtl. 

Soon after his Excellency's return to bis own 
residence, he receired from the Emperor pre* 
Bents of silks, china, and lea, for himselfand 
^1 the gentlemen of his suite: of these (he 
latter parliculu'ly excittd their curiosity — the 
tea was mixed with a glutinous matter, like 
gum, by which it was made into the coniistence 
o/« paste, and was tiiea ioVl«d u^ Vato balls of 
different erzes. Thti f^\un &\i&o\t«« Vn \:&.« 
bailing water, and does not aStcX iJ»e, Sahqiko' 
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considered a great delicacy, and \h very much 
prized by ike Chinese. His Majesty frequently 
sent the Ambassador presents also of (he finest 
frnits, amongst which were some white grape» 
of a very uncommon kind, being, in sixe« fully 
equal to, and of the same shape as, the largest 
gooseberries* , 

The time was now fixed for the return of ibm 
Embassy to Pelcin, and they set out by the 
same road that they had travelled before* Th*. 
Emperor was expected shortly to return tkitheF^ 
and his Excellency determined as soon after aa 
he coold get all matters arranged, to take his 
leave of the capital of China, aiv(l proceed on 
his way to Canton. — This, he told Captaiu 
Blisset, was his present intention, and as he 
understood that he (Captain Blisset) proposed 
to Tistt southern China, it would make him 
happy if he would )oin in his suite, which he 
thought would facilitate his journey very 
much. 

This otfer, as may be supposed, was gladly 
accepted of, and our traveller was pleased that 
his stay at Pekin was likely to be somewhat 
prolonged, as it wouM give him a farther op. 
portunity of informing himself of the habits 
and customs of this singular people. 

The Chinese mode of printing, particularly, 

excited his curiosity ; for, instead of metal 

t>pes, composed ol ae^wiX^ X^NKssx^-, 'wn^ v 

together to form vrotdi*, «l\A VJc.v:^.^^'^^^^ 

arranged as to lotui \\t\eH>2^^ ^^"^"^"^ 
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KoA printed is firit eognnH on ttiin board*, 
i-ach of which )b the liie of ttfo pigei ; and 
»3 the paper is loo thin to receive impfesslon 
oa both sides, tlie board when wet with the 
inic it Elamped down on it, and thostwo pages 
are strpck off at once ; tht^ paper is then folded 
together, with the bluik sides touching each 
•Iher. When sewed into a book, the fold 
forqia the outer edge of the lettes, lehich Ifaaa 
Is doaU«, for as there is nothing printed wiUiin, 
they saj there U no occasion to cut them; 
while all the single edges, cotitrary to (he 
Kuropean mode of book-binding, are slitched 
together, andfonn the back of the volume. After 
the edition is workrd off, the boards are col- 
lected together; and it is qsurI for the author ta 
mentioQ in the preface of the bo«k, whwe they 
are deposited, in caie a tecoud edition should 
be called for. 

The moTeable types, sach as are used in 
Great Britain, it would be quite impnssible to 
introduce into China ; for, although, with prac. 
lice, aa expert hand finds little or no dilhculty 
in putting together the words of the Englisli 
languii^'e, which are compnst-d of twenty-five 
letters only; yet it is obfious that for a. lan- 
guage lliat h made ap of 80,000 difftrent cha. 
racters, surh a method could not be.carrifd 
into execution : no man could have 8U,00U 
different kiada of letter* \aVA o^V \«;Vnte\««., 
^od attempt to sort tliem\nto ■flox4»,'«\'i^«''V 
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In -tlie Mt of printing, therefore, U appearv 
iQkey are far behind Great Britain, whilst in 
^ome ethers 4h«y have long surpassed us.-^ 
Amongst these, may \ie enumerated that ot 
^carving and inlaying Ivory, and. until iately,| 
fnigfat aiso be ad^ed that of making China* 
Oar own country hail, however, of late years 
made jsuch rapid improvements in that art, that 
^e may now iirpfess ourselves, at least, equal 
4o them, except, perhaps, in one particular, that 
ithe colours in thc^ir china are said to be of a. 
I>righter hue, and more durable than those of 
tilngiish manufacture. Ther^isnota mannfac. 
tory of glass in the whole empire. The oniy 
:^upply they have of that commodity, they ob^ 
jtaiu by their commerce with EQr4>pe. At Can?- 
^on they have jearned something of its use, for 
though they do not underttand the method of 
fusing the rough ingredients, and converting 
them by the proper process into glass, there 
Are persons there who make a trade of baying 
up ail broken pieces, ^hich they melt and fornk 
• into new shapes for sale. 

The Chinese are remarkable for their inge« 
fiuity in the invention of tools. Every travellar 
will obserire in other countries an evident simi- 
larity between the handicraft toob used by 
'different nations, causing the strongest proba- 
bility that those which had been adopted by 
^ne people had served a&mo^'A^W '«:^ss!<^«\.\s* 
4Copy by • but in Chiua e^et^ nVCvcv%^ «^«^ "^"^ 
xomaionest tools, seeia ^^xvVe ^^^^^^Vl^^^ 
fiGl^es; their bellonvs. Ai«^t ^xws\\> ^^^^ ^ 
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ir^ unlike those of any other country^ and 
whether better or worse suited to the purpose, 
are ei idently the original, unassisted, iuven(ion 
of the people theipselves ; and sucti must fyer 
be the case with a people who hold so little. 
intercourse with other countries. 
' It is well known of the Chinese that they 
nefer suffer strangers to come from foreign ' 
coontries and settle among them ; and it is also 
another well known fact they never, or rarely 
emigrate from their own native land. To this 
latter cause may be attributed the overflowing 
population of the country, which, according to 
the appearance thatPekin presented to our tra- 
Tellers, seemed to be almost greater than the 
country could maintain. 

But theCi^inese area nation moreof husband* 
^en than of maniifacturers ; their redandant 
population not permitting them to leave the 
smallest spot of ground uncultivated ; even the 
mountainous tracts, which, to an European 
would seem almost inaccessible, are tilled and 
converted into profitable land wherever this can 
be effected by human labour. For the same 
reason, eveiy thing that can possibly be made 
use of for food, is turned to account. Most 
kinds of animals are eaten by the Chinese; 
even those which appear to us of the most 
loathsome nature* ^^ Why Sir,'* said William, 
^^ in this hungry country it seems to me as if 
nothing that has life has aoy chance of escape. 
I see ereD frogs hanging up in the stalls for 
^M/ej and the other day I maV ^ tci^^ ^c\\\^ 
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through the street with a long pole across his 
shoulders, to each end of which he had a creel 
slung, and in one was fixed a tub of water^ 
T»ith his fish in it — but, above all things, vrhat 
do you think was in the other ? a parcel of 
little cur dogs, all ali?e ! ! and a man who was 
with n^e told me that these were actually for 
the market, and that the Chinese eat dogs as 
readily as we do fowl : but 1 think the worst 
thing of all that they do in the way of eating, 
IS what I was told last night when 1 was going 
to kill an ugly beetje that was crawling about 
iny room, that the nation make use of those 
things for food — -they are called cockroaches— 
and he said a great many of their saroury 
sauces, which they use as we do anchovy sauce, 
are made of these animals^ My informant 
was servant to one of the English officers here, 
and he and I agreed no country was like our 
own for good living to both rich and poor.*' 

William's observation was a yery just one ; 
and no one knows half the value of his own 
country, until he. witnesses the privations that 
other nations are subject to ; the man, for iu« 
stance, who lives in Ireland on potatoes and 
milk, and thinks his life a very hard one, does 
liot consider how infinitely better his lot is, 
than that of the poor Chinese, whose fare is 
made up of such coarse materials. Nor does 
this natioYi diflfer from us in any way more 
than in their dress. In eveiY i^^V s»^.X\Vi^Visv^ 
foj-m or fashion is neaT\y sW\\^t ^^a^v^^JsV^'^V^ 
riably loose and wide, so n^ V.o dVi^>3:v^^ >2»a 
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fiffure : amonsst th0 rich it is usualhr com^ 
posed of Silk, and the poor make use of colour., 
4fd coltoD. White dresses of any kind are only 
worn for mourning: and these are nev<;r con - 
aldered too much soiled for use, as the people 
make it a rule to give up every appearanc^ 
(even in cleanliness) cf personal ease or orna-^ 
inent during th^ tim« that their period of' 
mourning lasts* (ndeed, the Chinesegive them* 
ijelves but little trouble in washing or making 
clean either their clothing or any thing else* 
Their dress is usually composed of a dark 
coloured stuff, which, they say, does not re. > 
quire washing ; and they spread no sheets oii 
ibeir beds^ nor ever lay cloths on their tablet* 
They have no soap, though they endeavour to 
make up for the want of it, by having different 
mixtures for washing the skin, and by the use 
of potash for their cotton and woollen stuffs, 
wheuever they do wash them. 

In the course of a few day^ all political mat- 
ters being arranged between the Emperor knd 
the Ambassador, and he having received hi^ 
dispatches for the British Government rolled 
up in a piece of yellow silk ; his Excellency 
and suite prepared to leave Fekiu for Canton. 
On the morning of the appdinted day, IIo 
CJioong-tautig came down to the Ambassador's ' 
restdruce to take lea\e ot Yim \ A\id e.N^t^ tWvvx^ 
p*^inguow fioaily arranged, out ViiN^Vv^\'^\<i\\v- 
4f'g in the Ambassador's s\x\te, «^^ ^t^v^v^^^xsv^t 
fo P^rriagea^ some onborsftb«LC^i.lot VJsi^ V\\\^«^ 
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t>f Tang.cliQO-foo, distant about teq milef) 
where they were to embark upon the river 
Pei-ho, It was his Kxcellenc/s intention to 
pursue his journey as much as possible by water, 
and by sailing down the river Pei-ho as far as 
its juiictioa with the Eu.ho*, ftnd from thence 
pursuing the course of the latter river, hft 
would be enabled to get upon the grand or 
imperial canal, which extends down in a south, 
erly direction through the eastern provincf s 
of China for ^ space of above 500 mill's ; 
and for the rest of his journey he judged he 
wouid be able to pursue it almost the whole 
way to Canton by water, along the different 
rivers which flow from south to north, through, 
out that part of the empire, at least with the 
interval of some short land journeys between ; 
the Kmperor having issued orders, that every 
accommodation should be provided for his 
Exce1lt*r^cy and suite through^out every part of 
the Chinese empire which they were to visit; 
and having also deputed one of the principal 
courtiers to accompany them on their way ; 
Their road from Pekin by ToTfg-choo.foo, Uy 
over a vast extent of flat country, called tMp 
plain of Pee^cfae lee; andontheirarrivaltlierej 
they found accommodation provided for^fcem in 
anexienstye building, which had once been lised 
as a temple. Troops were drawci <^^3>t vcw ^x^'^sX. 
of this building c\ad\u ^wovs.^w\Vi^^^^^>^^ 

to the eyes of the BnV\s\vo«^c«si!i^>^^^'^:^^. 

^ked to the stage tWuVo V\ift ^^^"i^ 
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6t tbem wore quilted petticoats and jackets^ 
aod yellow satia boots with soles of thick 
paper. All the mandarines residing at Tong. 
choo-foo came to pay their respects to his 
Excellency, and in the e¥ening the town was 
illuminated with coloured lamps. The nexl! 
morning the whole pasty embarked on the 
firer Pei-ho. The barges provided for their 
conyeyance were full seventy feet in length 
and about fifteen in breadth, and so flat bot. 
tomed and shallow, that they scarcely drew 
ten inches of water; this was, however, an 
advantage, as the weather was very dry and 
the river so 16 w, that in a few di^ys more, it 
would have been too shallow to float eren these 
boats. They were furnished with masts and 
Sails, and when there happened to be but little 
wind, it was not uncommon for the sailors to 
make use of two large oars of such a size, that 
it required several men to work each of them ; 
this b a labour which they seem always to 
iindergo with a sort of cheerfulness and plea- 
sure, that Hvas quite an amusement to the 
Strangers, keeping time with their strokes to a 
lively air, sung b^ the master of the boat, and 
all the men joining loudly in the chorus, and 
Captain Blisset remarked, that the same tune 
was sung on board every boat in the river. — 
The effect of this, in the stillness of night was 
exceed i ogly plevL8ing\ andlV\o>ii:^ %.tk.Vw\!AT^^ 
boats were to pass them oulYi^ww^ V^^^-wxv^ 
^og WM heard from aU. N^^^^> \io^«^^\^ 
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th« v^ind was against them,, or they got into aif 
unfavourable current^ they ¥rere obliged to 
have recourse to a more laborious mode of 
proceeding; along rope attached to the boat, 
in the manner used ^ith our canal boats, 'was 
thrown out to the river bank, to the end of 
ivhich were fastened cords formed into loops, 
of which each man taking hold of one places 
it across his breast, and ten or fifteen of the 
boatmen being thiisyoked, they drag the vessel 
along, moving together in one line abreast, 
and walking in measured lime to the sound of 
a loud chaunt. This is what they call tracking 
boat, and it is such laborious work as in our 
country would be only put on cattle to per. 
form, but in China human labour is never 
spared. The country through which they pas- 
sed was level and fertile, full of valleys and 
highly cultivated; the millet fields extending 
down to the water's edge, and the crowd of 
barges floating down the river, had a most 
singular and grotesque appearance ;— -of these 
one was allotted to the Ambassador himself, 
and another to the Chinese courtier who was 
in attendance on him, and whose name Sunta 
Zhiu afforded as much amusement to William 
as he did to all the other Euglishmea; others 
were allotted to the several British officers, some 
Others to the mandarines and the guardsattend- 
ant upon the embassy, and many more were of 
course occupied by their atUw^'wxV^'i 'wA'^v:*^ 
eogaged in conveying ^\V V^^ X^^^^^^-k '^^v 
iuggage of every descri^oTV. TLVv^ KwSi^^^^'^^ 
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saHed snoothly on its course. The inhabit 
tan(8 along the Pei.ho bore strong marks of 
poverty in Mieir dwellings and apparel, but jet 
their general appearance testi^ed that they 
were not pinched for the necessaries of life ; 
nor was their poverty owing to the barrenness 
of their lands, for their own industry had ferti- 
lized them ; but the population was too crowd, 
ed to admit such a portion of ground to each 
family, as could supply the comforts of life. — 
A very small portion of animal food serves the 
Chinese peasantry as a relish to their vegetable 
diet, and ev^n the use of milk, cheese and 
butter is very little known amongst them; the 
few heads of cattle they do rear are principally 
' for market sale, nor is their meat good, fur 
they principally feed it on the straw of corn 
chopped as small as chaff; as the ground is in 
a constant state of tillage, ploughs of the most 
simple construction are found sufficient to pene. 
trate it^ and where the soil is particularly 
light, it is not uncommon to see men and 
women yoked to the plough, and dragging it 
along. 

The first town of any note that they reach- 
ed was Tien-sing, situated at the junction o( 
two rivers, these are the Pie.ho down which 
our travellers were coming, but which here 
sadden !y turns off to the e^stward^ and the 
JCii^J)o^ or precious rivet, ^\v\c\\ ^o>n\\v\jIs \\«^ 
^oufh to north falls into the Ye\-Vvo- 'W^ Von9\\^ 
^^ oar traTellers approacVveA \t.,^xw^v^<^J;^ 
""rr singulkT appearand ,-^>^^ ^o^.^^v.^^ 
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palace sfaDds on a projecting point, from 
^whence it ctfmmaods the prospect of abroad 
expanse of water, produced by the anion of 
the rivers, and which is almost covfred with 
vessels of different sizes; across this basin 
was a bridge of boats for the convc'nience of 
the people, bnt which occasionally separated 
to let, vessels pass; along the quays were some 
temples and other hj^n^isome edifices, bat the 
rf St consisted chiefly of shops for the retail of 
goods, together with warehouses and maga. 
ziues for merchan^Iize stores. The town is built 
OH the side of a Irill, overhanging the river, and 
seems to rise from the water's edge, the streets 
being cut in terraces one above the other. The 
arrival of Europeans here, and especially of a 
British Ambassador, with his train of attendants, 
and the fleet of boats accompanying him, was a 
sight of sach novelty as to attract crowds 0f 
people from all the neighbouring parts of the^ 
country ; the crowds were immense, not only 
i»n the highest ground, but down to the foet 
of the hill, and many hoiidrf ds were aetaatly 
standing in the water in order to ^aiu a nearer 
view of the strangers. — Yet amidst all the 
eagerness of their curiosity, the people preserv- 
ed the greatest degree of order and regularity, 
not the least dispute seemed to tiske place 
among them ; and from a sense of mutual 
accommodation, each man took off his tar^' 
straw hat that it sho^\d tvoX. ^>a^VKVk^v\\\^^^>J^- 
bour's view, thonaVi lVv\^ ex v^^s^es. Vv^ Vy^^ 
* burning sun. TtVie e^v^Vom ^S. v^xvik^ 
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as a mark of respect is not known in Chioa^ 
though no people in the world are more abject 
to their superiors ; they will bow and kiieel 
with the greatest submission, but the castom 
of uncoYeriug the head is unknown to them. 

The villages which they passed, were many of 
them largeenough to constitute well sized towns, 
but none of them are considered of any impor* 
tance by the Chinese, except those which are 
walled. In small Fillag^s, the houses are usa* 
ally of only one story tiigh, and built of mud 

. or else formed of wicker work, overlaid iipith 
a sort of mortar or plaister, and both are 
roofed, either with a thatch of straw or a co. 
vering of sods. In large towns the houses 
are built of bricks, and these almost invaria- 
bly were of a blue colour like slates, which 
Captain Blisset learned was caused by their 
being dried in kilns, heated by wood fires.-— 
Like those already described, these dwellings 
have iiltowise only one story, they are roofed 
with tiles, and the windows are very small, 
and made of paper instead of glass, rery little 
iron} is used, scarcely even a nail in any 
of tiieir buildings, and the floors are not of 
boards, but of flags of bare earth; the houses 
have generally a small court round them, en. 
closed by frames of wicker work, and the 
walls which surround the towns are, for the 

most party higher than the Yvouse^xS^e.^ e^xOi^^^-, 
' Ibese walls^ be the figure ox exleu^ol VJ^^Vonuti. 
^Aat it may, ioTariabW torn a ^qjiwfi^^^^ 
^CfHe four poimts of tke com^^^v, w^ni^ 
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has a gate of entrance to the town in it, and 
these are distinguished as the north gate, the 
south gate, &c. Their public buildings have 
broad projecting roofs, the outer edge of which 
rests upon a row of, wooden pillars placed in 
front of the house; nor is it any thing unusual 
to see one of the principal of these edifices • 
with double ahd even treble roofs raised by 
upright wooden supporters, a few feet one 
abo?e the other. — Shops and ordinary dweU 
ling houses have no pillars in front, nor pro* 
jecting or double roofs, but the former always 
have two tall poles set up before the door, 
with a cross board nailed to the top of each, 
these are painted bright red, and on the board 
in gilt letters, may be seen the name and trade 
of the proprietor. 

On the ele¥enth day of their Toyage, they 
entered qpon the profince of Shan-tung— 
exhibiting a fine level tract of country, in 
which they found the cultivation of cotton 
carried on to a considerable extent: adjoin. 
injg to the fields of Cotton, there were others in 
which the indigo plant was cultivated, the blue 
die of which is used throughout the whole 
empire for the cotton dresses worn by the com- 
mon people. At the town of Lin-sin.choo where 
our travellers now arrived, is the opening or 
commencement of the imperial canal ; near to 
this spot standsalarge building nine stories high, 
each of which is built a size smaller than the one 
beneath it^ and each ^as a-biottA ^\^\e^OL\ws^x^^N 
so that the whole tdiRce .«L>^^fe^\"«»^'^ ^^"^'^ "^'^'^ 
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Composed of a number of different hoases^ piled 
one upon the other, the smallest being pla<^ at 
top, and 18 supposed to have been erected i^ 
commemoration of the finishing of the canal. 

* This work, the greatest and most ancient 
of its kind, traverses the eastern provinces of 
China for the space of five hundred miles, not 
only through heights and over vallies, but 
acrots rivers and lakes. The ground vrbich 
originally lay between the bed of this canal 
and that of the river, was cut down to tbe 
depth of thirty feet in order to let the waters 
of the former flow ifffo the latter. Their des- 
cent is afterwards checked occasionally bj 
flood gates thrown across the canal ; these are 
simple in their construction, easily managed^ 
and kept in repair at a trifling expense ; they 
consist merely of a few planks let down sepa- 
rately one upon the other by groves cut into 
the sides of two 'solid piers of stone, that are 
placed opposite each other, one at each bank, 
the space between them being wide enough 
to admit a passage for the largest vessels em. 
ployed on the canal. 

The embassy had not proceeded far on its 
way down the canal, when a crowd of peo- 
ple having assembled to gaze at the strangers, 
great numbers of them got into the boats which 

- Wf*re lying there, and the projecting stern of one 
of them being oveT\oaded h^ \\\^ tvi>w^ ^^^U 
Jected upon itVit gave way,a'A^^^«ix^>?e«^^^ 

^er^ precipitated into tVi«i x?alw- 'IVi^ ^'^;^^- 
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twim, loud and Tiolent as they wer^^ did 
not, however beem« in the least, to excite the 
iCtt^-ntion of such of the spectators as were safe, 
to call any about to the assistance of the un» 
fortunate people who were in danger of being 
drowned ; one hdweTer, at length towed to- 
wards the wreck, but seemed more eager to 
pick up the hat of one of the men than to save 
the life of him who had worn it; notwith- 
standing this however, Captain Blisset did 
not observe that any of the people were lost ; 
some scrambled up into the boats that were 
nearest them, and those who could swim reach, 
ed the banks in safety, but he was struck 
very much with the coldness and insensibility 
which this incident shewed to exist in the cha- 
racter of the Chinese ; a people who hold the 
ties of relationship so binding, that even the 
most distant connexions are regarded by them ^ 
as one and the same family with themselves; 
yet such is their want of liveliness of quick 
feeling, that crowds of them remained stupidly 
gazing at the strangers, while the boat lay 
overturned before them -and the people were 
shrieking in the water. 

Some miles further down the canal, they 
came to where the river Luen falls into it, 
with a rapid stream, running in a line directly 
at right angles with the canal ; that is to ^«.^^ 
the latter, as has beeu «l\t^^^ \si^w>^«^^^-fc'*^''*\^ 
north and south, while tVve w^^^^^^V'""'^,,^^ 
to west, it conaeqxieulVy ^uVU Vw wv V^ ^^ ^^ 

fide of the c^nal ; a stc^tv^ ^^^"^^"^ 
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supports the opposite or western bank,' and IIm 
waters of Luen striking with force against it, 
part of these follow the northern and part the 
southern course of the canal. Such iS thje 
strength of the eddy thus made by the meet- 
ing of these waters, that it is said, we're « 
bundle of sticks tied up and thrown into it, . 
they would quickly be rent asunder, and car« • 
ried off in opposite directions. 

The embassy now arrived at the palace^ 
where the I^nt.ze, or celebrated fishing bird 
of China is bred, and instructed in the art 
and practice of supplying its owner with fisli 
in great abundance. This, bird is a species of . 
pelican, its back and head brown, the throat 
and under part of the body white, and spotted 
with brown, the eyes a fine blue and the bill 
yellow. 

On a large lake, close adjoining the eastern 
bank of the canai, are thousands of small 
boats and rafts, built entirely for this species of 
fishery; on each boat or raft are ten or twelve " 
of these birds, which, at a signal from the owner, 
plunge into the water, and it is astonishing 

^ to see the enormous siic of the fish wlilck 
they bring up, grasped within their bills s so 
well trained are t)\ey^ that no restraint is ne. 
cessary on the part of the master to pretent 
them from swallowing any part of their prey^ 
except what he pleases to give them after- 
wards. 

The boatmen live near iVv^ borders of the 

Jake^ and their rafts are so \\^\1 lW\.\3eic>j ^\1%^ 
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carry them home, birds and all, after the days 
work is over, and bring them back again when 
they are going to resume it. 

Their course still led them through culti« 
yated plains ; where (he soil wcs dry, the fields 
were cropped with millet, wheat, and other 
grains ; and where it was marshy, the ri^ was 
growing in great abundance. The Cliinese are 
particularly skilful in the art of raising this 
grain : having first prepared the ground, and 
levelled it, by means of an upright harrow, 
with wooden pegs set in tlie lower end of it, 
and drawn over the field by a buffalo, they sow 
the seed very jthickly, which they have pre* 
-viously brought to a state of Tegetation, by 
steeping it in wet dung : the next thing they 
do is to overflow the land with water, where 
their seed is sown, and this is accomplished 
either by channels leading from a neighbour- 
ing river, or else by means of a maichine called 
the Persian wheel, so named from having been 
first invented in that country. It consists of a 
large wheef, perhaps twenty feet in diameter, 
at the end of every spoke of which are huhg 
small backets : this wheel is set id a river, 
like a water-mill, and 4s turned by the force 
6f the current; as. the wheel goes round, the 
buckets fill, and empty themselves into a chan. 
nel cut from the borders of the river, in such a 
direction as to reqeive their contents ; this 
channel running from hence to the rice fields, 
carries a sufficient supply of water to ovet6La^ 
an exteusive tract ot lawA* \w ^^^h» ^vj^^vJ^^ 
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shoots appear abo¥e the water, wbich Is rheii 
aaffere<) to drain off, and after the plants have 
attained the height of six or seven inches, the 
labourers all repair to the fields, and pull them 
np by the roots as if they were weeds ; hating 
done so, they cat off the (ops of (he blades ; 
each plant is then pot down separately, some- 
times in.small furrows turned with (he plough, 
anil sometimes in holes made in rows by a 
settiDg. slick, as a garHeoer would line out 
plants in his garden. Water is then brought 
over them a second time, and again suffered to 
subside, as the crop becomes full grown.^— 
When ripe, it is reaped with a hook, of wblcH 
the adge is notched like that of a saw, and 
the sheaves are placed in heaps on frames 
which the men carry on their shoulders by 
means of poles, and thus convey the grain to 
the barn where it is to be threshed : this is 
done either with a flail, or else by striking the 
sheaves against the edge of an upright plank, 
and sometimes they have a large tub, and beat 
it agahist its edge, the vessel serving as a 
receiver. for the grain. Th»»y have then va- 
rious methods for taking off th«* husk that still 
remains to it; the m^st usual of which is to 
put the grain into a stone vessel, the &hape of 
-a lar^e earthen crock, and Sitir it end strike it 
repeatedly with a long shaped stone, in the 
form of a pear, with a handle in it, and this 
Ihey do in such a manner as not to bruise or in, 
jure the grain, but only to disengage it from the 
Musk» But the most laborious v^t^ o\ vV^ \»l^V 
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U yet to come: as soon as one crop is finishedv 
Ihey immediately begin to prepare the ground 
for a second, the first part of which operation 
is to pull up all the stubbie with the hand ; 
this they collect into small heaps, burn it and 
Scatter the ashes on the field, and then go over 
the same process as before. It is not usual to 
kefp the same land always in rice, for that 
soil Is found eqiially suitable for raising an 
lexcellent crop of sugar cane«-using only the 
precaution of keeping off the water after the 
}[Oung canes appear above the surface. 

Our travellers now approached that part of 
the country where lies the extensive lake of 
Wee-chaung«hoo ; like that which they had 
already passed, it lay on the borders of the 
canal, from which it was only divided by a 
high and strong embankment of earth. The 
vieiw^ of this lake, when first they saw it at 
sunrise, was extremely interesting, being co* 
▼<>red with fishing boats of various sizes and 
forms, moved along by ail the various modes 
of navigation that poles^ paddles, oars, and 
gails could supply^ Fishing, therefore, forms 
a considerable part of the pccupation of the 
people who live near this lake, and its banks 
are richly bordered with their farms and their 
wooden houses. Various modes of fishing are 
empUyed by them, of which that by nets is 
the most general. Another, however, is more 
fiiogiilar, and practiced by them with great 
«u4Cce8S — to one side of the boat a flat board 
jpaiated white is fixed V^b^V\l^%.^%^ \\a^ \ss;^v^ 



edge reaching down into the water. On 
moonlight nights the boat is so placed that the 
painted board is turned to the rooon, whose 
light striking on the white surface, gives to it 
the appearance of shining water, on which the 
fish are tempted to leap, und the tM>atmen sud- 
denly raising the board with a string, turn the 
fish into the boat. Every successful method 
of catching fish is followed with eagerness by 
the Chinese, to make up for the scarcity of flesh 
meat. The larger kind of the latter the pea* 
santry have little opportunity of ever tasting, 
unless such as die by accident or disease ; in 
such cases, bo great is the rarity, that it mat- 
ters little to them whether it be ox, or camel, 
sheep or ass, it is equally acceptable. These 
people know no distinction between good and 
bad meat ; for, as has been before mentioned, 
eVen dogs ai^d cats are used by them as food. 
Water.fowl, as well as fish, are likewise sought 
after with eagerness, and are taken by a very 
curious device : empty jars are thrown into 
the lake, and let to lie upon the surface of the 
water until the birds become familiar to their 
appearance. The fisherman then wades* into 
the water with one of these vessels upon his 
head, and the bird not being the least alarmed 
at the sight of it,, he is enabled to approach so 
close, as gently to raise his hand, and catch it 
by drawing it by the legs under water; this he 
accomplishes without rousing the other birds ; 
and Ae is thus enabled to go Uivou^lv tli<& Uk&^ 
seldom faUing ia accomplUYivii^ Vv^ ^\«^^%fe 
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and putting them into a I&rge "bag which he 
carries along with him, • 

The party now arrived at the junction of 
the canal with a veiy large rirer called the 
Yellow River. All Chinese names have some 
meaning in them applicable to either the ap- 
pearance, quality or situation of the place, or 
thing mentioned; arid this river has received 
its name from the quantity of yellow eartli, 
along its banks, and of mud of the same 
colour of which its bed is principally formed. 

The amazing swiftness with which the yeU 
low river runs at the place where the barges 
of the Embassy were to cross it-, rendered it a 
Tery hazardous undertaking. The wind was, 
^ however, fair, they were towed by light sailing 
boats, and had the assistance of their own oars 
Jbesides. Some stemmed the current without 
losing* much ground, while others were rapidly 
burried by it to a considerable distance down 
the river, and had to be dragged or tracked 
back again to the opening of the continuation 
of the canal, with the greatest labour that can 
be conceived* 

The extent of the country through which 
the yellow river flows, and the quantity of 
water it discharges into the sea, are hardly sur. 
passed by any other in the world, except, per. 
haps, some of the rivers of America* 

The sources of the Yellow River are two 
lakes, situated amongst t^^ mountains, in that 
fiart of Tartaryk^QOWub^ iVv^xsax^fco^'^^^^^'^^N. 
they lie about the 35t\i Aeaxfi^ ci^. x^«^^^^»&^.^^'^ 
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feind 100 ieffi^of east longitude* The rUet^ 
after winding tbrougli this province of Tartary, 
ill St in an eastern direction, for about 840 miles, 
then north-west for iOO^ and again, easterly 
for ^50, at length enters the empire of China, 
at (he province of Shen.see^ and then running 
in a northerly direction parallel to the great 
"wall of China^ it suddenly turns and crosses it 
at the 39th degree of latitude ; here it enters 
again into Tartary, and continuing to flow still 
to the northward, up to the 41st degree of 
latitude, makes altogether a northerly course 
«»f 400 miles. Numberless streams fall into it 
from the^hcights of Tartary : continuing after, 
wards easterly, 200 miles, it again crosses the 
great wall, and taking, at last, a southern 
course for about double the last distance, once 
more flows through the provinces of China J 
when suddenly it turns to the eastward in the 
province of Kiang.nan ; and after a further 
course of 560 miles discharges its immense 
volume of water into the sea, whidi forms part 
of the eastern boundary of the empire, and to 
which it gives the name of the Yellow Sea, 
This circuit is fully equal to an extent of 2150 
miles. The distance from the sea to where it 
is crossed by the canal is not more than 70 
miles ; its width iu that part scarcely exceeds 
a mile, and the depth of water not more than 
nine or ten feet, though the current is so strong 
tAat it may be compared to the flowing of a 
//We, and runs at the latft ol %ft\^iDL qr eight 
^iies aa Aoun 



134f 

In three davs after the Embassy fOid crossed 
the Yellow Ki?er, they came to where the 
canal is traversed in a similar manner hy ano« 
ther which is called the Blue River, and which 
nearly eqotiis it both in magnitade and in th^' 
length of its course. These two great rivers 
take their rise in the same mountains of Tartary, 
and within a short distance of each other, fre. 
queutly pass almost close to each other, the4 
again branch off hundreds of miles asunder, 
and finally discharge themselves into the same 
isea, within two degrees of latitude of one 
another. 

' . ' In order to gain the canal, or the farther side 
of the Blue Riv^r, the vessels had to sail a little 
way down its northern shore, cross it, and re- 
turn up the southern side. In the river were 
several small wooded islands, and rocks rising 
abhiptiy out of the water. The waves rolled 
like those of the sea, and many porpoises airtl 
other large sea anitnals were seen leaping 
^ amidst them. On one of those islands which 
rose almiost to the height of a mountain, per. 
pendicdlarly' out of the water, the Emperor 
formerly- built a summer palace, which, how* 
ever, he now rarely visits. 

Our travellers now entered the province of 
Kiang.nah, of which the town of Nankin is the 
capital, so celebrated for its coloured cotton 
inanufacture, to which it has given that name. 
They found the lands on each side of the canal 
chiefly cultivated with th^X. ^^^^vyoNax v^vi.ON!K^ 
i>f the cotton shrub ttom >nV\Osl W v^ '^^^'^ 
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The cottoD -bursts from a large pod, and has in 
its natural state that rich, colour which it pre- 
serves when woven into the cloth, well known 
in Europe by the name of Nankeen. 

On this part of the canal, several bridges are 
thrown over it, all built of good solid stone 
masonry ; and in order to pass umler these, it 
was necessary to take down the masts of the 
vessels ; their places, however, were supplied 
by two long poles placed upright, pne at each 
side of the boat, and the ends being mei at top, 
they stood exactly like the arms of a pair of 
tongs, to these the sails were affixed^ and the 
masts were not again used until they came 
upon a more open part of the capal* 

Soon after this they arrived at the large and 
populous city of Soo.choo.foo, whose streets 
^ were divided by a numbei of small canals which 
branched off from the imperial caaal, and tra* 
versed the town in all directions: over the 
entrance to each of these canals, stouo bridges 
were thrown, and the houses appeared well 
buiif, and handsomely decorated. They turned 
into one of those small canals, and sailed up 
through the town'; great crowds of the inha. 
bitants came to gaze kt the strangers, many of 
whom, from their costly silk dresses, appeared 
to be among the wealthier .classes. Here, also, 
our travellers observed that the women seemed 
to live much less secluded than in any other 
part of China they had yet visited, many ladies 
f Hirer in their comp\ex\o\\<, and dressed in bet- 
ter tsLstCj were to be SQciiamov\^%\,>i^^ c\^^^^ 
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and were distiogaisbed by long ear.rings, ma^e 
ef precioas stones, and black satin caps, oriifi*- 
inented with jewels. 

It was in this part of the country that our 
tratellers first observed the tallow tree, whose 
fruit yields a kind of greasy substance, fromi 
which the natives make a great proportion of , 
their candles. This fruit is in appearance like 
tf large berry, which, as it ripens, divides itself 
Into three pa-rts, each of which dontains a 
kernel, and the grease is found adhering td 
the shells of thesfe kernels, and is extracted 
from them by pressure; it is found to make 
^ery good and prime candles, and th^se ar^ 
Irequetitiy painted ared colour. 
< All this 'part of tlie canal was from 60 to 
100 yards wide, its banks faced with stone 
through the whole length of a rich and beauti- 
ful country, >of about ninety mili^s in extent, 
which lay between the town l^st mentioned, 
and the place where this great work fiually 
terminates, the city of llanchoofoo. 

This town is situated between the basin of 
the imperial canal, and the river Chen.tang. 
chaung^ upon which our travellers now pre. 
pared to embark, in order to pursue their 
cours«« still to the southward. The boats here 
provided for them, were nearly similar to those 
tliey just left. A number of small craft of all 
kinds that were Crowded on the river, afforded 
fhem much amusement as they ^as&ed ^^.^v^% 
liiieie were all conducled Vv\>siws\. ^^ Vss*.^^ 
toafasiqa ; the w&termeu ^%is«,^ ^^vt^^^"^ 

11 S -. ' 
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expert, and it was not unusual to we^a large 
boat entirely managed by one roan^ who lOwed, 
steered, sailed, and smoked his pipe at the 
same time : he held the sheet or strong rope 
belonging to the sail with one hand, steered 
the boat with the other, and with his foot he 
puUed an oar, which he feathered at eyery 
stroke as neatly as could be done by the hand. 
A brisk and favourable breeze enabled the 
barges to make swift progress for some time, 
even against the current of the river, which 
takes its rise to the southward, and flows 
to\^ards the north-east. Our travellers must 
tuiw be understood to be sailing up, and not 
down the course of the river, of which the 
mouth is a few miles further to the northward 
than where they embarked on it. They pur* 
sued their courses by this river ; it winds 
through hills richly wooded with the purple 
leafed tallow tree, the large leafed chesnut, 
beautifully mixed with the deep green of the 
larch, the tea tree, and the camphor tree. JThis 
was the first time' our travellers had seeil the 
tea tree growing, and Captain Blisset received 
from the master of his boat a very satisfactory 
account of its cultivation, for the detail of 
which the reader is referred to the account of 
remarkable trees. 

. A remarkable proof, said Captain Blisset's 

informant, of the character which our country. 

men enjoy for commercial integrity, is fur- 

nished by the dealings ot iYi\s V.Ta.d^% ^VsavIV^^ 

liidiamen ajtriye at Canlony \sVilVx ^^^i. ^\^ 
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now prtMeediiig for a cargo of tea, the Hong 
mercbantsin whom the maaagement of the trade 
withlEngland is vested go aboavd^andreceiTe the 
iiiToices of (he bales, mentioDing what they con* 
taia ; these haye been made oot in London bjr* 
the Company's agents, and the seals then put 
on and not broken during the Toyage. The 
merchants accordingly send them ashore, and 
iihqamliately dispatches them to the different ' 
parts of the interior without any further exa^ 
nrination, quite satisfied that each package 
contains every article that the acppunt states^ 
and they even pass through the bands of a 
great many owners unexamined, before they 
r-each the retailer, nor is there an instance 
on record of the confidence they thus manifest 
in the British being misplaced ; but there If 
another proof of the good faith with which 
the traffic is carried on, which deserves to be 
mentioned. The tea which is sent to England 
comes from various parts of China, add we may 
fear that many who sell it to the Roog mer^ 
chant for exportation are not so scrupulously 
exact in their dealings as the East India Com^ 
pany. In consequence, many chests which^ 
from the samples are supposed sound, con« 
tain but a quantity of rubbish, covered over 
i^y some of a superior quality. When this U 
discovered in London where each chest is open-, 
ed and separately examined ; it is immediately 
sent out into the middle of l.\v^ TVaxssk^^ ^^^^ 
thcr^ em ptied into t\ie NvaX^x . \ ^o%^^ "^^"^ 
bave supposed, said YJiVVvBja^ \V.^^% ^«oX"««^^^ 
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to b^ eychapged, no replied the informant, a 
▼oucher is merely Mnt to certify that §b mafny 
^hests were emptied into.; the riTer, having 
Ix'en found inferior to the sample ; and upon 
<his document tl>e quantity thus destroyed is 
iliade good in the ii«xt shipment;— a doubt 
never arising in their minds that the represeUi* 
tation made is difierent from the truth* > • 

As the vvhole course of the river, ^ up which 
tho embassy were now sailing, doe^* not * exw 
feed two hundred miles, . they found, in a few^ 
days, that they had arrived so near its source, 
that it was here no longer navigable. It takes 
its rise in a range of mountains situated in 
the southern part of the province of Kiang. 
iian ; and as pur travellers advanced, these 
lofty, hills seemed towering oyer their heads. 
^en-tH.ghen, the Chinese: courtier, who waa 
pccompaDying the Embassy, now -informed hia 
Excellency, that by performing a short land 
jjournfy, and crossing these mountains, they 
would arrive at another river on which they 
coiild embark, since like that which they wer^ 
riow quitUDg, it takes its rise also io the south* 
Mard; and they might, in a similar manner, 
pursjie their way by its course as far as it was 
l^avigable. o , . 

To this the Ambassador assented, but a eon. 

siderable difficulty occurred in obtaining any 

mode of conveyance for so large a party j tho 

road wslb not passable for wheeLcarriages, and 

i- sufficient -number pt Yvotse^ iat %^ \vc^ ^ 

t^tMrty could not easUy be ^tQcut^^\\x^^^^\iX\^. 
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where none are used for agricuUore, where tht 
poor travel on foot, and the rich in palanqains. 
The Ambtvssador's gaards in their' fine 
plumes of feathers and gay uniforms were 
considered by the natives as gentlemen, and, 
as they said) must also be carried on palan. 
quins as well as his Excellency himself* The 
deficiency of horses and of palanquins was 
supplied by chairs to which poles were fas^f 
tened, and those poles carried on metis' shoul- 
ders. Several of these meq, with their tattered 
cloths and straw hats and sandalsi instead of 
shoeSi looked so poor and so much wealLer 
than those whom they carried, that many of 
the travellers felt unwilling to put them to so 
much labour, and preferred performing the 
journey on foot. The road wa« first over 
rhing grounds, and afterwards in narrow val. 
leys, -^ but soon they eame to where^ it led over 
marshy lands, in many parts under water; in 
order to traverse which, it had been founcl 
necessary to make an artificial road by builds 
ing a great wall across it of suffioient thickness 
to form a commodious foot way. 

Throughout the whole of this land journey, 
in a remote part of the country, far removed 
from all great roads and thorough.fares, not 
a mile was travelled without meeting a village, 
nor a spot observed except on mere rocks and 
inaccessible heights that wfis not cultivated.-** 
In many parts the earth seemed to have been 
8€raped off the mouutQiVCk i«^Ol% ^^C^vx% %. '^^<sx 



- coating of soil had grown over tbem, and thrf 
was carried down into the valleys to add to the 
depth of soil there. 

Where the face of a monntaia was too per. 
pendicular to -be accessible, it was formed into 
terraces, one aboTe the other, with cultivated 
fields between ; these were principally of va. 
lious kinds of grain, a sort of sweet potato, 
. onions, carrots, turnips, and a variety of other 
vegetables. On the low marshy lands oar tra. 
idlers were particularly struck by the ingeHi- 
ous method they saw adopted for the render, 
ing even these almost uninhabitable spots ser. 
viceable ; rafts were formed pf canes and reeds 
matted together, and being laid down on the 
surface of the wet ground, and a thfck layer 
of earth fiid over them, the seeds were then 
IK>wn, a method of cultivation which is fouijd' 
to produce good crops pf vegetables. 

Though inns are common in the great roads 
ef China, so few travellers pass through this 
part of the country, that no houses were tp 
he found which were fit for the reception of - 
the travellers hi the town where they arrived * 
lit night. It was^tnated on the border of the 
river on which the^ were to embark the neit 
day ; and they were dbliged to ask for accom- 
modation in*a iarge buHding used as an aca. 
demy pr sort of school, in which the young 
iten of that district of the country are educa- 
ted. l'i)i<> was readily granted them, and oA 
tAt* /ol/owing morning the^ a^alu «et forward, ' 
^^dembarktdm boats lar|^etX\\iaXVi^ftfcV^iV* 
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ind more commodious thao those they had 
tised before* 

The country through which they parsed was 
similar in every respect to that which Ihey had 
hitherto traversed; and after pursuing their 
course up the river, as far as it was navigable, 
they had again a second land journey to pur- 
sue. This they got over in the same manner as 
before, having to cross some steep mountains, 
over which the road in many parts had been ^ 
made by cutting passages through the solM rock. * 
They at length arrived at a large town, situ, 
ated On the river Pekiang, which from hence 
iloivs south^ly, through an extent of about two 
hundred ana sixty miles to the city of Canton, 
our travellers place of destiqation; this city 
stands about eighty miles from the mouth of the 
river, which still continues its course in th^ 
same direction^ until at length it falls into the 
sea of China ou the southern coast of the em. 
pire. 

Canton is the principal seaport town of 
. China, and being the only port of the whole 
. Chinese dominions which Is open to Europeans, 
it is therefore from the extent of its commerce 
so much the resort of strangers, that it may be 
9aid, there are almost at many foreigners as 
iiatives resident la the city. 

For some days before our travellers reached 
Canton, they perceived all that difference which 
is to be found in the habits and appearance be. 
tween the people who T«s\d% vxwVk^ >C\wis\v>i ^s^ 
- populous cities^ and \iiirt* ^Vc^^vh^ '^^ ^^^'^ 
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remote quarters. Many boats tof burden whiah 
were sailing dowa the rirer were laden with 
goods for eiportation for England and other 
parts of Europe, and frequently they heard 
the English language spoken by persons pas« 
sing in the boats or walking on the river side* 
The rifer was crowded with vessels of all 
descriptions ; many of them were long rafts, 
eighty or one hundred feet in length, made of 
branches of camphor and larch trees strongly 
bound together, an^ with tall masts erected 
down the center of them, to which a few sails 
were set when the breeze was favourable, and 
when it happened to be contrary to^heir course^ 
these vessels were tracked along in the same 
manner as has been before described. 

Upon these rafts^ the owner and his family 
live entirely; they have small sheds or hnts 
erected on them which serve them as dwelling 
houses, and by placing a layer of ^rth over 
a part of the raft, they are enabled to raise a 
crop of vegetables for their own use in the same 
way that is adopted by the inhabitants of mar. 
shy lands. The children seemed quite accus. 
tomed to this mode of life, and wiere running 
about and playing in their floating nursery, as 
freely as if on land. 

At length our party had the pleasure of 

arriving at their place of destination at an 

early hour in the morning; well pleased to 

£ud /hemselves at this celebrated city which 

^Ji^y had so long des\red \o ^^^ ii^id 
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WiUiam rejoiced to be io any ptace where he 
could hear his owu language spoken. 

The cjty and suburbs are situated mostly on 
the eastern bank of the Pekiang river, and. 
apacious and convenient residences were pro« 
Tided for the Embassy ; some of wliich to oup 
travellers' great satisfaction were fitted up ia 
the English manner, with glass windows and' 
fire-places* 

The streets of Canton are long^ straight, and 
very narrow, some of the largest of them; 
hardly exceed fifteen or twenty feet in width ; 
but are kept clean and well pared. Tht> 
houses are brick and only one story high, but 
almost all of them have either two. or three 
courts at the rere for mercantile warehouses^ 
or for storehouses. Where neither of thesft. 
are required, the apartments built off these 
court-yards are set apart for the residence of 
the female. part of the family; almost every 
house has a shop where trade is carried ou, and 
the streets are continually crowded by its nu<- 
merous population, although no foreigners are 
allowed to reside within the city walls, or evea 
to enter them, without an order of admission 
from a Mandarine* The suburbs or outlets of 
the town, are, however very extensive, and 
are principally inhabited by the strangers who 
are excluded from the central partsof the town. 
The walls of Canton are about five nyles in 
eiitent, and have several entrance gates.^ to ca-Oq^ 
of whkh there is a guaT^«\wo\x%ft» 

\ 
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Vast (fnantitks of m^rchigidize ace conu 
Utiually expo^rted and imported by the Chinese 
themselves in' their traffic with Tarions eaatern 
j^Htions^ and a f ery extenstre comoiet^ial inter-* 
bourse is now carried on by Europeans, espe^*. 
cially th6 British^ The principal articles of 
^rade, of the latter, are tea, to i^ extent of 
ff om 95 to 90 mHlions of ponndar y^arly^ nan« 
Keen, silks, mother of pearl, tortoisie shelly 
ftnd chhia : there are also many other articles 
of commerce : whHe t)ie imports from Gresit 
Britain and lier eastern settlements are ^opilea 
cloths, cotton, fars, watchies^ and beteNnut, 
-^hich is ased for chewing, as tobacco is, oir 
account 6f hs pleasant flayour. 

The factories of the diiiei'ent Ettropeait 
powers which trade with China^ extend alon^ 
the banks of the river standing qyite distinct 
from each other, and having their respective 
flags displayed. Each consisted of at least 
fve hoQSes ; but 'th.6 factory belonging to the 
British, surpasses all the others in size and 
magnificence : a broad parade extends along 
the river in front of the factories, whiih*'r the 
Europeans resort to enjoy tli^ cool of th^ 
evening, and in the society of the well inform. 
€>d men who composed these commercial esta« 
bHshments, the party forgot the fati^cues they 
had undergone. Their stay, however, wa* 
necessarily short x two English shfps of war 
were in waiting for the Ambassadar*s arrival, 
Mndas his duty required htm to embark without 
delay ^ bis baggage was iiiimtdv«il%\^ t^v^^^'^^d 
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icere'at anchor* Captain Blissct bad his 
choice of ,taXtng his passage io one of (hem to' 
Calbotta, whither the Ambassador with great 
Idildoess ofert'd ho give htm a psissage, he him* 
peK being obliged to proceed thiiher, tcr confer 
with the Governor- General of India, upon the 
comnierce of England with China. He had alsia 
the choice of embarking In one of the AmericanSy 
which was loading for New York : but after 
due reflection be decid< d for the former. We 
have not yet, said he to VViiliam, 8f»«n any of 
those places which lie north and west of Hin- 
idostan, an<jl 1 should be sorry, when th^y 
are so convenient to us, to lose, perhaps, the 
only opportunity we shaH ever enjoy of seeinj^ 
them, so J will tak.«> advajitage ^of the oSar 
inade to me, and at Calcutta we can see ho.\y 
far the Governor-General will assist my desigtr 
of travelling through the nortlfero parts of 
the Indian continent. 

Xt will soilice to say thftt all thinfl;^ being 
soon rf'ady for their embarka lion, the l^bassy 
:«et Bstii, and in due time arrfved at Calcutta,: 
which oar traveller^) once again saw with 
something of (he pl(>asure they would have 
lelt in seeing thi'ir native country: it. was a 
part of the British domiuiona: the society wasf 
mostly jblnglish^ and tlie habits, making allow* 
ance for the diiicrenee of climate, were the same 
«8 tliej had been accustomed to. 

Having satis^d hv^ c.unc>«v\'^ •^^v«>sn%^\% Vr* 
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think it necessary to defer his departure longer 
than was sufficieot for the necessary arrange- • 
ments. He lost no lime, therefore, in making 
due acknowledgments to the British Ambassa. 
dor for bis uniform kindness, and having com- 
muntcated his w ish to the Governor-Generai^ 
he received his promise that every order should 
be ^iven that could render his reception, at the 
different towns on his way, satisfactory* Ha 
now, also, on communicating his intention 
of setting out immediately, was informed^ that 
the supreme- council intended to make him. 
bearer of private despatches to the British 
resident in Caubul, which would ensure hin 
every possible convenience on the way. 

In a few days, every thing being arran|r^d 
for his departure, Captain Blisset and William 
set out from Calcutta, in two' palanquias^ 
intending to follow the course of the Ganges. 
They were escorted by };wO sepoys, or Indian. 
soldiers, and followed by two native servant?, 
carrying tiie light baggage, the rest having 
previously been sent on by water. The river 
along which they were noW IraveHingy the 
Ganges, is one of the chief rivers In Asia. It 
rises in the Himalaya mountains, which lie to 
the north of Hindostan, in north lat. dfaiid 
east long. 79o where it appears quite it small 
inconsiderable stream : it gradually^ however^ 
encreases in size as it pursues its course, whlck 
it <lo€8 for 1 500 miles, traversing the country i« 
nearly a south-easterly direcV\ou^?L\\OL%o^t<i;itt.s 
its magiihude^ that eveu 500 uuVe^,Uowv W\*t xjXn.^ 
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Inhere it falls into the sea, it is, iluringthe rainj 
season, foar miles broad, and sixty feet deep. 
The Ganges discharges itself into the ocean by 
no less than nine mouths, haying parted into . 
that nnmber of streams. The water is con. 
sidered wholesome, and by the natives is so 
hio^hly esteemed that they carry it many hundred 
mites for the use of the sick and the wealthy. 

For the first few days, their jqurney af-. 
forded them nothing pariicalarly worthy of 
note. Their road led them along the bank 
of the river, which spread like a broad ocefin 
before them. Rich plains' skirted the course 
of the stream, c^overed with fine pasture, 
and, interspersed with woods composed of tim. 
ber trees of large size ; on every side were to 
be seen a variety of birds of beautiful colours, 
snd, amongst them, a smail species of parrot, 
not bigger than a lark, with peacocks in abun* 
dance, (he brilliant colours of whose plumage 
almost dazzle the eye in a bright sunshine. 

At intervals of about eight or ten miles they 
arrived at resting places, where the palanquin- 
bearers laid down their burdens, and all 
stretched themselves under shady trees to rest. 

The Indian towns cover a large space of 
ground, because the houses have almost all 
large gardens attached to them; besides this, 
ronsisi^tin^ of one. story only, the number of 
rooms that each family requires, occupies so 
much more space than if they were built qua 
•ver the other. v 
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Ciiplain Btissef, afterajournpy of 460 mHe^, 
•rt ll^n^th rejtched the town -of Benarre», whicli 
IS ffitnated oi» the northpnl bank of the mer 
OangpF, anid for its woaitb, costly buiFdings^and 

,. mimber of its inhiibttauts, exce^'iVing Q00f}O0p 
is on« of theiTiost considerable towns in HIo^ 
ifostan; The bifok of the Hver is entirely lined 
with stone*, farmed into flights of steps add 
adorned wit'h ffafti'erous ttimpies. 

It >^as here that our travellers were itfTorded 
the niela)iieho4y spectacle, calipd by t^e natifef 
a Sulla, of a Hindoo widow burning herself on 
the pile of hitr departed husband, as a testimonjr 
of her affection! TKey had b^een told that ther» 
»re n^ ^e^s'^than eight hundred sach ^cene^r 
iinntiaily, bat Captain Blisset knew that tha 
Influence of tbe British ^overnmeot had been. 
4>;(Frted to check this bdrbarous and heart* 
rt'ndiftg castoln ; and be little thought that in 
the very neighbourhood of an Krigttsh Jodge^ 
and almost m sight of a regfinent of Sepoys^ 
such a tragedy H'Ould be permitted. The widoar 
was not inf>re thtth seventeen years of a^ and ex?» 
tremely beautifol. Kvei y argufneqt was used by 
several of her relatives to dissuade her from th% 
nu'lancholy sacrifice. A European tady aiso^ 
residing near Beoares, implored her, with manjr 
tear*?, to conkider the destitute condition iu 
which she wonld iea>e her tiiree children, th« 
eldest not four years old. But c?en tOtthis 
ai^:rurrff*nt her reply was — lie that made theia 
^yi/1 take care of them — v^oc covxV^ ^V^Xk^x^^*^ 

/p iree that, ia thas c^uAUi^^ t\i^5\a^ ^V^ ^r-^^xw^ 
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lafing ttie great law^which prerajls throu^hotit 
ail ranks of li?ing i^eatores, that q( love to 
4)iir oifsprtiig. At Lofigih the ilreadful hour 
arrived* This jroyn^p creature approached thei 
pile, accompanied bj her chlidrea, her parentis 
aad relatives ; having previously t^ken a solema- 
leave of fhem, and distributed her jeweU 
amongst them, Tiie women appeared to be. 
greadj aiOfected, particularly her mother, but 
she herself, however extraordinary it may ap- 
pear, was qui^e composed, and with smUic^: 
eodeaVoured to comfort them ; she then advanc- 
ed to the pile, and, and with great solemnityy! 
walked around it; and having kissed the dead 
body el her husband, and saluted the spiectar 
4ofs, mounted tlie pile, and, seating herselif 
beside thecorpse^ set fire to the dry wood of 
which the pile was made. The ixiateriais t)eiog 
<06mbiistibie, the whole was presently in a flame, 
but not until our travellers^ vrbo looked oil . 
xvith horror^ bad an opportunity of viewing,, 
with astonishment, the unmoved countenance 
>of the victim. At one time, indeed, . Williaai 
"thought he beard a fai[)t scream proceeding frooa 
the pile, perhaps at the moment tiiat the flameii 
had reached the vital parts, but the noise of tl^ 
drums and the shouts of the spectators wei^ 
such that ber shrieks, if she uttered any, cbuUl 
Aot have been heard. 

There is one inconvenience which all tra. 
▼ellers in India have to put u^ with^ tia^sL^V;;^ 
the bad accoinino&si\l<Mk VJ^-al^vj /^^5ecv^ ^:^ 
ibe road, and ftio^a '«\io ^^%R^^as^*s^sifc^^»^^ 
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cheerful comforts of an inn in our own coun trj, 
trill find a sad difference in trayelling through 
India; where, though at (he distance of every 
eight or ten mile*, the IraveHer will scarcely 
fail of meeting with a resting place, (as it is 
called) this seldom affords him more than a 
fountain of water, where he can quench his 
thirst, and» perhaps, a tent, or some kind of 
awning under which he can lie down to rest 
liimself a while ; for^ as the greater part of the 
Inhabitants of India, from a simplicity of life, 
and the mildness of the climate, have but few 
superftoous wants, a slight defence against the 
sun and rain^ and a small portion of clothing, 
with plain food, are almost all that is necessary 
to their comforts. It is true our traveller had 
to submit to many privations, but the public 
^nty he was performing, spared him a great 

-number to which he must otherwise inevitably 
have submitted. 

It was in Allahabad, the first town of note' 
after quitting Benares, from which it is distant, 
w^estward, 260 miles, or above 800 miles from 
the mouth of the Ganges, in north lat. 25|«>and 
east long. 82°, that Captain Blisset waited on a 
native Prince, who resides there in a splendid 
palace, built on a rising ground, which over.' 
liangsthe to^vn; it contains six large courts, 
the first of which is allotted to the nabob's car. 
riages and attendants ; the others, for the most' 
part, are State apartments for himself and his 
household^ and here he lives in solitudt and' 

grandeur : in front of on« ot tY\Q eo\wV% t\\\x^ % 
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long colon nade, Mr hich is proTided with curtains 
ivoven of sweet scented grass; here the' nabob 
generally sleeps during the summer heat ; artd*, • 
during his hours of rest, his attendants sprinkle 
the curtains, from time to time, with water, 
which causes them to throw out the most cool- 
ing and refreshing odour. The roof of the palaciei 
is surmounted with four cupolas at the corners, 
and one at the principal front, which, being gilt, 
shone splendidly in the sunshine. The gardens 
belonging to the palace are extensive and beau- 
tiful ; and they abound, not only in the finest 
flowers, but also with a number pf birds, par- 
ticulaily pigeons, the lustre of whose plumage 
surpasses any thing that can be conceived. 

During bo(h day and night, elephants,camels 
and horses well accoutred, with {)alanquiris, 
guards.and all sorts of attendants, ready attired 
rt'main in constant waiting before the gates of 
the palace, and the gayest pleasure-boats and 
larges are always in readings at the riverside. 

Besides all this:, the nabob has for his amuse, 
ment, a large collection of wild beasts — lions 
and tigers, panthers, leopards and wild asses of 
th<* mountains, Barbary goats, which resemble 
small deer, and a great variety of serpents; 
f h< s** are all kept in a place of sfcurity adjoin- 
ing the palace, and are well fed and taken great 
care of. 

.One of his principal amusements is hunting; 
and this Captain IMisset had aw ^\N^^vjk\\\!isv\S>^ 
#/* nitufssirg liie day aiUtii Vv's* v).\\\n^ "^N- 
AHababud, 
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The Nabob of Oufle, as he is called, ex- 
etusive of his usual suite, was atteiidt*d by e 
A*otisi(ierabIe body of cavalry, besides several 
oificers of his army and household; soaie rid* 
iiig in palanquins, odi^-rs mounted on lamels, 
elephants and horses: a large multitude foL 
lowerl on Toot, besides a long train of hunters^ 
armed with spears, bows and arrows. The 
whole comfiaay could bot amount to less than , 
fieveral thousand people. The nabob was some. 
times carried in a {)alan(|uin by eight men, his 
6iiield, v«ioH, gun, Tiow and quiver lying bi'side 
i)im ; at other times he mounte'd on horseback ; 
tfnd, wht-re the grass or boshes were high, he 
rode upon an elephant ; greyhouirtJs, hawks and 
cheetars (ii beaut'ituf hpecies df panther, which 
i^nd been dome sticat«'d and trained to the chase^ 
^ere provided for the occasion; and, as soon 
as they reache^d the retieals of the game^ the 
hunters formed thinis^'ivfs into one extensive 
Hue, and adranciii^ gradually, rouMcd ai[^th« 
grtfot' within tti** space they occupifrl. 

The countiy round was very beautiful, land 

s^ifordcd a ricti scenery of mountains, woods, 

lakes and verdant pluin^, and the sport cotr.^ 

nienced by letting liy the hawks at the hare.^, 

paitridges and wild fowl, that ihey had already 

^prn^g. 'I he falcon.on l)cing let go,rises hit;,hin 

the air, poises hiniseU, hovers for a v\hile, tbeii 

fhitb down on his \)YeY^ '^\A nevrris kuown to 

^)ibs /) j b a i in . T liis vv a* lUe ^vi&\ v^xV. o^ \^^ ^'^^iw* 

Hut the most iiUVresVutw i^^vl ol V\\« Oc^«.^^ >K;aj* 
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.det€rmiuecl enemy to the autelope, tnd a w?!d 
open heath had been previously stocked with the 
latter aniaial« By the nabob's orde rs^ horse- 
men, elephants^ oxen, &c. Iiad daily frequented 
the heath, in order t4> faipiliarize the airtelope^ v 
and the men were all ordered to wear a scarlet 
hunting dress, in order thaf, on the day of the 
chase, there might be nothing in their appear* 
ance that might inttmidate their prey. 

On tilts crccasioQ several paotbers were^on* 
Weyed hoodgprinlced to the heath,- in an inferior 
kind of palanquiH, the antelopes accustomed to 
the appearance of men and horses, soon came 
forward, and' when they had reached wit)) in a 
itw yard«j of theui, the hunters suddenly threw 
open the covering of tiie palanqoins, and draw* ^ 
iijg the blind front off the paulhers eyf s, each of 
them immediately ^spied his prey; and, dart^ 
log forjMrardHy seisMid on the poor unsuspecting 
animal and immedialeiy destroyed it. There ia 
no small danger attached to this part of the di. 
version, because, if the panther misses his prey^ 
he is apt to vent his fury, on the spectators. 
In all sports of this kind there is more or ksg 
, cruelty ; but it would appear mpr^ particularly; 
so in this, where, as William himself expressed 
it, they first enticed a poor animal into coofi* 
dence and familiarity^ and having got it by this^ 
Boeans into their power, delihe^rately destroyed 
it; ^^ aitd .this,'' said be, ^^ they call huni<*. 
ing^ whi^h is uo l^auVva^ %x^\w.v^\s^^s^ 
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After a short staj at Allahabad, they pursned 
4heir journey, and quitting the course of the 
Ganges, which here branches off to the north* 
"wards, they crossed the Jumma, and trayelled* 
nlong its southern bank, until they reached the 
town of Agra, sitimted in E. long. 77°, and N. 
lat. 27^. This city has fallen so much into de« 
ray, as to possess but little to interest a stran. 
ger, except a magnificent buildingerected by an 
ancient Indian PHnce, a little to the east of the 
town, to the memory of his wife. It stands on 
the riTer side, but no description almost could 
giye an idea of the beauty' of the building. — It 
is in the form of a temple, and is composed en- 
tirely of white and c6loured marbles. From the 
roof rises a dome of stupendous height, which 
Is surmounted by a large gilt ball ; and on top 
of this is placed a second ball, a size smaller r 
from this there rises a tall. spear, placed upright, 
and on the point of it is fixed a crescent, which, 
from its great height, appears.yery small : it waa 
curif>us to remark that this great mass of build- 
ing, which, in the Indian language, is named the 
crown of edifices, covers seteral acres of grounds- 
was twenty years in building, and cost a million 
of money, is terminated at top in what appears 
little more than like a speck in the sky. 

Although, occasionally, their journey afford- 
ed them objects of interest, such as this, yet, for 
the most part, there wasa great deal of sameoesft 
/// it; the villages were all alike ; and, through 
the country J their road \ay eWYv^x TaitiWi^ ^\^% 
^pea plains, or tbrouj;V\ iW\cW>6og^%^ Vi<JX:k.%ar 
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are called jungles. The bamboo, of which these 
jungles are chiefly formed, not only affords shel. 
ter for wild beastd, but also for a great variety 
of the monkey tribe. It grows to a prodigious 
length and is useful for many purposes. Boats 
are very frequently made of it, and the natires 
are partial to it for this use, sis th« timber is so 
light that they can with ease' carry their boats 
from one stream to another, e?en though they 
be/of such a size as to be capable of containing 
five-and- twenty men^ at least. This timber i^ 
esteemfed useful for various other purposes : the 
planks of it serve for erecting wooden houses, 
«Bn(l the joints of the stem are used as pitchers 
to carry watf r,; and sofie of them are so large 
as to be capable of containing sufiicient to sup- 
ply a whol*» family for a day. 

The Hindoo peasants are very poor, and en- 
joy but little of the fruit of their labour, being 
allowed only a certain portion of their harvest^ 
from the proprietor of the soil, and, on this 
they have to maintain their families, to provide 
and keep their cattle, and to furnish themselves 
with seed for the ensuing year. 

The peasants are an extremely sober race of 
people, and so temperate, that they eat only 
twice in the day, morning and evening. They 
prepare their food in earthen pots, and use broact 
W?os, generally of the palm or plaintain sewed 
together, with a blade of dry grafts, instead of 
pint OS and dishes. Forks and spooas ^v^'S: f^svxKs^. 
iiiikj}oiffj amongst th^m ; \W.^ \%\a v^^ vVv\^ 
food with the angers «1 t\ie n^VA Vvviw^^^^^"*^ 
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ficrapuioasly exact in washing, both before atid 
after meals. 

The profince of Delhi, through which thej 
were n6w.tra?eliing,in their course westward, 
was formerly a kingdom of considerable eKtent, 
but from the encroachments of numerous in,, 
vaders, its boundaries are confined within nar« 
row limits. It is situated between 28^ and 31^ 
ii, lat« Indeed, there is no country in which 
Ihe natural fertility of the soil would better 
repay the labour of the husbandman with a 
rich harvest of wheat,jrice, millet, sugar, indigo^ 
and fruits of various kinds ; but such are the 
dreadful consequences of. the repeated wars, to 
which the Great Mogul was engaged, until, iu 
1^^, he placed himself nnder the protection 
of the British, that the lands are in many placet 
lying waste, and even the people are becomo 
turbulent, and fond of rapine. 

The chief town, beari^ig the name of Delhi^ 
was once a celebrated city, though now fallen 
BO much into decay as to present a most desotate 
appearance. It is said, formerly^ to have 
covered a space of twenty mfles in length ; at 
present, however, it is only seven miles in cir- 
cumference, and is surrounded -by a wall^f 
having seven gates, with high arched gateways 
of stone; the outskirts of the town are crowded 
with the remains of gardens and^country houses^ 
formerly belonging to the nobility, and withiift 
tAe city are Ibie lumi ^^ ^«Htx^ %^\«^^A 
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The garden called Shabi^al-tman^ fot etan). 
f\e^ is said to have cost a million Merli/ig. It 
was surrounded by a high wall, ^nd contained 
#Tery luzory of the East, and the prdsiiect from 
its lofty buildings, tiiust havli? b^^n beaatifdl, 
as it embiaced Dutnbersof beautiful palViIioDs, 
mosques, and flhaosoleumd, \fhk their gild^ 
roofs appearing from amidst cypress and other 
(roves, through >vbtch the rivers ahd canal| 
bent their course, 

Delhi Irke all other eastern towns possessed 
f^ittftisite pvhlic baths. In such warm climates 
bathing is esleenfed on« of (he highest luxuries, 
and (he baths are pstfally fitted up with great 
AeatiKess, llhed with ^hite marble, and abun« 
dantly supplied with watei*. It is true these 
baths still remain, but only to remind the tra« 
teller of what Delhi formerly was, for th6 
greater num^beritre in ruin«; nor could Captain 
Blisset av6id iiicfrlcating upon William (h6 
lesson which it t&ught theiin. You haVe here, 
said he^a proof of the miirc^iefs of ci?il war. 
You see, also, that whichevet sid6 may be 
tictoriou^, the evils it pr'ddo^^es /all dqually 
upon all, for if you call t6 memt>ry the country 
through which we have pass«>d, you must bavf^ 
remarked the appearances of IsLtniH^^ Wretch* 
edness, and decay, which Were visible on all 
aides. 

The province of Delhi h now for the m^^^i 
part, in the po8s«^^\b\\ ti^ VV^i ^xi^^\^J^'^^ . 
territory whVcUVttiato l\ve i^iv^^^^ "^'^S^^^^^ 
'famttUL, with a tOti^VAtta\Asi ^'^\^^^ 
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city, belongs to them ; but its revenues are 
allotted to support the family and establishment 
of the Emperor, (or Great Mogul) as he is 
called, now reduced to the humiliating state of 
dependance on a foreign power. 

(u Delhi our travellers found an En£;lish re- 
sident attached to the court, and a large num- 
ber of troops, to keep the surrounding country 
in tranquillity ; and as the mission with which 
Captain Blisset was charged introduced him at 
once to his countryman, he resolved to stop for 
a short time in a place where he met with 
so much kindness. It was necessary, also, for 
ailother reason, that he should delay his jour, 
ney a few days ; for as he was now leaving 
those parts of India where the British authority- 
prevails, and about to enter upon a more dan- 
gerous part of his route, it behoved him (o 
procure a more numerous escort, and to make 
provision for the desert Country through which 
he was about to pass. A very short time had 
elapsed since the British had been established 
in Delhi, and yet it surprised our travellers , 
not a little to find how much European customs 
were adopted ; or, rather, imitated in these 
remote countries, parficularly with respect ta 
the establishment of posts, which arc extremely 
well regulated throughout all those parts of 
India that are subject to the British povter, as 
/Ae city and the greater part of the province of 
Doibi is. The \etter-caT\Vxs V.x^n^\ cvl Coot^ 
a/iJ c^arh goes a stage ot se^cu ot e\^V\. m\Vtv^ 
^y w/iich meaus lelicis ate coxx^e-j^^^ v^ Viwi 
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distance of seventy miles in twenty-four hours. 
Captain Biisset had heard a great deal of th«? 
splendour in which the royal family lived at 
Deltii, and, through the English resident, was 
enabled to visit the royal palace, but the di^*:- 
tressed state of the country had destroyed a 
great deal of that magnificence. The peacock 
throne (as it was called) has been celebrated 
by almost ev^ry traveller, who has visited thia 
quarter of the world. But Captain Biisset 
found that it had been taken to pieces and sold.^ 
it was in form somewhat like a tent bed, and 
<ieaily of the same size. Th« under part of . 
the canopy, which was of crimson velvet, wai 
c^mhroidered with pearls and diamonds, and 
had a fringe of pearls round the edge; upon* 
th** top of the canopy stood a peacock with its . 
tail spread, which was composed of sapphire 
and other gems, adapted to represent the natu- 
ral colours of the feathers. The body was of 
gold, set closely with jewels, and a large ruby 
adorned his breast, to which was hung a pearl 
of prodigious size. On each side of the peacock 
vere placed two golden nosegays; the twelve . 
pillars that supported the canopy were be- 
set with rows of fine pearl, and, to complete 
the whole, when the king was seated on the 
throne,* a transparent jewel, with a diamond 
hanging to it, was suspended in suc^ a manner 
that it was constantly before his eyes. This 
nia£rnificent throne is reported te have cos»t.wiL 
hundred and eighty.^cv«v\ V\vo\xsaA\^ ^^vs^^^^'^^ 
sterling! . . ^'^ 
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Obliges, from tBe duty with which he t^as 
chftrgedl, hot t^ delay tmneces^arily^ or to de« 
part too much froih the direct line of his routt; 
to Caabul, Captain Blisset regretted much i^ 
was not in hit power to extend his tour north*- 
ward into the country called Nepaul^ Which 
stretches north of D^ihi. At Delhi he was 
fortunate enough, however, to meet a gentle^ 
man who hdd be^u attached to the embassy 
sent Info Nepaul in the year 1S08, and from 
him he received all the information he required. 
The kingdohi of Nepaul is bounded north by 
the gr^iit rangfe of the Himalaya mountains, 
sduth by Ihe prdvinces of Bahar, Oudf*, anc} 
Delhi : its extent from north to south; being 
about SOO idiles^ and from east to west, 800 
miles. 

He di^scrlbled ther ebunfrjr as -extremely 
mduntaindus, &hd, Intersected with numerous 
rivers; and thkt the travelling in a palanquin^ 
which is th^ only mode of conveyance practi, 
cable, Was not unkttended with danger; for 
the roads are cut in the sides of the mountainS| 
add often sbeiA literally to hang over the deep 
wide precipices that yawn beneath; besides 
which, they are, in many parts, so slippery, 
frbm the heat of the sun, as to rendtr the 
footing of th^. palanquin.bearers quite unsafe. 
In some places, indeed, even the palanqnlii 
mtist be laid aside, as too burdensome a load 
/ot the steep asCeat& *, atvdVt^'both travellers 
Md baggage must be catmA\i| i^ct^wv'^ ^^^\ 
Jb/ii-porters, a race ot ^eo^\^ W<kXki\\i^\X^>^^ 



• 153 

poorest order of the peasantry, who earn a 
precarious livelihood by taking up their abode 
hi ihe wildest and most inaccessible parts of 
these mountains, and attending upon the few 
travellers who may chance to pass that way. 
Here and there, villages are to be seen perched 
OB the sides of the moontalns ; and low down 
in the Talley were fi$hern}en'8 huts scattered 
along the banks of such of the streams as 
abound in fish. Their manner i>f fishing also 
deserves to be mentioned. The channel of (h^ 
river is first intersected by seven or eight 
nets, united together by beins; hooked at theft* 
extremities to poles or sticks, erected in the 
water for the purpose. To each net there is a 
man or boy, who has a second net tied round 
his waist, into which he puts the fish as fast as 
he matches them. This he doesi)y diving head* 
foremost, though the water is not deeper than the 
middle, throwing up the ieet nearly quite erect^ 
and seizing the fish, sometimes between his 
teeth, but, most commonly, In bis hands. 

In some parts the sides of the modntains ar6 
covered with tall forests, chiefly composed of 
the pine tree, which here grows to a great size, . 
and is so resinou? that its branches serve for 
torches ; nor is It any thing un usual for theso 
trees to be found with the resin hanging from 
the atem and boughs like large icicles. Indeed^ 
sU the vartous trees that abound in these forests 
are serviceable, in some way ov o<fetet^\&Vt»fe 
natives. The pith ot otveV\\\A^ \ti A^^\^^^ 
tcarcityp auppUes ibft ^ootei c\ww^ h^^^s^"^ 
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inferior sort of bread ; the leaves of another 
are used as spice ; the bark of its root has a . 
ilavour resembling cinnamon ; the bark of a 
third is made into ropes and cordage ; some 
bear blossoms of theUtelieft colours, succeeded 
by refreshing fruits; the wood of some is ser- 
Ticfable in dyeing; others have medicinal quali. 
tics. Thus we see how Providence provides 
for man, and that there is no region, however 
remote — no people, however uncivilized, bat 
theif wants are provided for. llis zcaichful 
eye is over all. 

It is surprising to see how Qinch cultivation 
has extended over the lofty mountains of this 
kingdom. In some of those, which are not 
encumbered with forest, the corn fields can be 
traced, even to the very summit. Wild and 
uncivilized as the Nepaulese are, they are y«-t 
industrious, and industry will conquer even the 
most barren and stubborn land. 

It may seem singular to the reader that they 

srhould be able to cultivate the sides of a steep • 

mountain, even to the top, but his surprise will 

cease whep he hears the simple contrivance by 

which this is' effected. With indefatigable 

labour, the industrious husbandman builds a 

succession of strong walls, at different heights 

upon the declivity, and filling op with soil the 

interval between every two, the whole forms, 

as it were, a succession of levels, each adapted 

for the caliure of those seeds which require that 

the water should rest on iVv« ^toww^ — ^vitV^a 

/*/^^^. and many oth!B)r8pecu\\ai.\.o V\v^ c^xwiVx^,. 
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Agriculture is the principal occupation of 
the IS'epaulese peasantry, but some of the mos^t 
useful arts are likewise practiced among them ; 
t^uch as weaving coarse cloth, and working in 
iroD, copper, and in brass. Upon the whole, 
ihey are a peaceable, industrious, and ingenious 
people, and distinguished also for their gentle- 
ness and simplicity of manners. 

There are several villagers and towns through, 
out the kingdom of Nepaul ; of these the town 
of Khatmandu is considered as the capital city, 
entitled to this distinction, not so much from its 
Superiority in size, as from its being the resid<;nce 
of the King, or Rajah, as he is called. This 
city stands on this eastern bank of a small river, 
called the Bishmutty, aldng which it stretches 
about a mile. The streets are narrow and dirty 
in thee&treme,and the public buildings unwor. 
thy of notice, except for the splendid gilding 
that adorns the roofs and spires of the temples. 
Setting out now from Delhi on t^eir furthei* 
progress westward, the manner iu which Captaiii 
Blisset and William travelled was very diHerent 
from what it had been previous to their arrival 
at it. They had camels to carry water and pro- 
irisions, and two elephants id rjde upon, besides 
which theirescort consisted of fifty sepoys ; and 
as^ every one, whose business led him in the 
same direction, was glad to avail himself of the 
protection which this occasion afforded, their 
caravan soon consisted of 200 camels and sit 
.•lephaiits. 
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Tot the first hundred miles the road pTeB$nt'» 
^d nothing rem^rkabl6 : thejfrequently n(iet with 
plundering bands of the natites^ but thej werfs 
top strong to fear them* This distaneci ho weter^ 
once passedj they came to sand-hills, corered 
with bushes, but these were afterwards suc^ 
ceeded by naked piles of loose sand^ rising one 
after another^ like the wares of the sea : there 
were loads through them made solid by the 
treading of aniinaU,buto1f the road, the taracU 
sunk into the sand above the knee : and yet it 
^ is iu the midst of this parcht^d desert, in which 
no traces either of water or vegptation are to 
be found, that the water-melon, the most juicy 
of fruits, is found in profusion. Indeed, it was 
impossible to see melons three and four feet iu 
circumference, growing from a stalk as blender 
as that of a co^mmon melon, in the dry sand ^^ 
the desert, without admiring the goodness of 
P/ovideiice: for many a traveller obliged to 
cros!« these |>iHins, and having no camel to expe- 
dite his journey, would perish but for the soar* 
Bpnable and re/reshing supply wbfch this fruit . 
affords him* 

it was now, in facty that our travellers bfgan 

to experience the hardships of jouroeytngy 

through these barren and sultry regions. Thv 

. inarch was seldom longer than sixteen miles, 

and^ from the heat of the weather it took place 

^7fr/i/s at night: but l\\e ia.\\^w?5,^ \.Vv«| Vi-^^v^ 

endure were not toba nvea^wt^^diXi^j vYv^^veXaxv^^^ 

^hejr wenU The path by ^YvveVv vW^ \a%.^^\W 

"^^^ too oarrow t« aUow at vnvo ^uv^V^^^v 



iW^^ |o that iho lin^ uraj i^bore 9. mile Ioty^| 
.aiid, as ijb wa9 iiecetsiary thftt th^y should keep 
together, ^trupipet ^a^ aoMndec), wheoeFer aojr 
obstruction qccurred^ tfhich cnusad them all to 
bait untfl Uwa9 surmftuuM ; the want of wate# 
also begaa to b^ felt; and as the men could not 
j^e pretented frqip the exces^te use of tha wafer 
^elofts; no' tcss th^u iwejity werQ seized with a 
Complaint, ciilled dyseptfry, whrch, io a short 
tim^) carried off eleve.u of the uumh^r* Our two 
travellers^ however, did not suffer any serious 
i|lnes9^ though tb.ey w.^re seized vith inisnma* 
t^on iu the eye-lids^ irhich lasted uDtil their 
arrival at Lahoris ; the capital of this extensiw 
province. 

The province of Lahore^ of which the town 
of th'e ^fLV^e name is the capital, He3 between 
thifty and thjrty-four degrees of N. lat. and is 
^stiroated at 3^ milea in. lengtb by 2^ u\ 
breadth, fo.rrning the western boundary of the 

. Jiliingdomof-Delhi^ which our travellers had just 
left. Th^ cHy w^s formerly the capital of 11 in- 
4^stfi.|i, ^nd^ in 160^ was no less than twelve 

* niil^s in length, surrounde^l by a foi (ideation 
iiaving tweh.e gates. The walls and ceilings of 
the palace w.e.i-e covered wjth gold and ibiWer^ 
and the royal gardens superior to any thing of 
the kind in i'iUrope* OCail this graudvur, little 
t)ow remains except some handsome torobs; 
iCnd it will give the yqung reader some idea q( 
the turbulent spirit of the people, tliat no ma. 
i^ufactures^ except of vfarllke in^irucvwjA.^ %x«k 
tflcpurajedt 



At Lahore, tiowe?er, Captain Bli'sset and. 
'William, whom he now, indeed, began to treat 
more as a friend than an inferior, soon inform, 
ed themseWes of the country of Cashmere, 
which lay to the north of them ; and which they 
would have felt the strongest desire to visit, if, 
besides lying out of their road, it were not to 
be approached on foot, or else necessary to be 
carried thither by men ; the mountain passes 
being impracticable either for horses, camels or ^ 
elephants. 

The following is the buef description' which 
Captain Blisset obtainedP'jnceming it, from an 
intelligent native merchant, with whom he made 
acquaintance, and who, having often occasion 
to travel to the British possessions in India, 
spoke the English language with fluency. 

Cashmere, or, (as it is usually called) the 
valley of Cashmere, is an extensive province 
of India, nearly one hundred miles in length, 
and surrounded with high mountain^, which 
enclose it in on every side. The soil is fertile, 
and watered with innumerable streams, which 
flow down the mountains, and serve to supply 
the several lakes that are situated in the valley. 
This beautiful vale, the happy valley, as it is 
called, was formerly the summer retreat of the 
Emperors of Ilindostan, during the hot months 
of the year. From its elevated situation, the 
climate is delightful, and, what is most s^igular, 
it abounds in the various fruits and flowers of 
both northern and sowlYketw \e^5>w%\ for^ upon 
the mountain to\^s, Wvc \\gi\\U t\v:w ^\ \\^^\sA: 
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"wTll grow, and the richest fruits of the tropical 
climates flourish down in the valley. 

The inhabitants of Cashmere keep themselves 
quite distinct from the neighbouring Indian 
provinces, holding no intercourse with them but 
what their commerce requires; indeed, so en- 
' closed by mountains i^re they, that, in all this 
range which, to encompass the whole valley, 
must be between three and four hundred miles 
in extent, they have but seven openings, through 
which they can pass into any of the adjacent 
territories, four of wh' -Ik.are from the south and 
east, two from the noHh, and one from the 
west. 

But the most remarkable production o^ Cash, 
mere, and that which most engaged our travel, 
lers attention, is its shawls, which supply the 
whole civilized worlds and are said to be manu- 
factured at sixteen thousand looms, each of 
which gives employment to twa or three men, 
according to the pattern wrought in the shawl; 
The Work is almost inconceivably tedious; of 
the best kind, perhaps not more than a quapter 
of an inch will be completed in one day ; and it 
IS not unusual to find a loom occupied with one 
Shawl for an entire year ; while the most tha<t 
any of them make, is five, six or eight, accord- 
ing to their size or quality, and this shews the 
necessity of employing so many thousand looms-^ 
The head workman superintends the manufac. 
ture, and, if the men have any new patterii in 
hand, with which they ^lt^ xvoVIwk^v^^^V^^^-: 
icribes to th«m the figutes^ c.o\q>5^\'^^^^'^'^^'^^^ 



•whicti thc*y are jto, nse^ keeping bdare %im tba 
pattern on whictktbjeyareeinploied^drawnupoa 
paper. The wa^es of the w qi kmen ? ar ioji fi;oin 
eibout three half-pence to sfx pence pier d%f 4>)f 
i)ar money, and the supHrlntendent hijmseK ^as 
not more than eighteen pe^Ce or t\^p shiliings* 
. The wool of which tiie shawls are mo^de 19 
Oie inner coat of the ^09X3 h^r ; the outer hair 
of that animal is Jong ^t\ii coa)rse, and is uhvA 
only for wea? ing thick hUuketing. Tiiese goa^s 
lire ouiy fpund in Tii^et, a p^rt of ^sia ijin^ 
iiorth-ea^twrird of titai through which oar tr^- 
yellers were now passings and the Catihoriere 
merchs^nts import it from thence a( an exppi>Sfs 
of twelve rope e8,.or a|)out^ t. H** of om money, 
for a package of twelve pounds weight, jjt is 
jhaturatty of a dark ^rey colour, bgt it iS b1(»a^«*- 
ed and dr-fs&ed with rice f{our before it is worii* 
The average number of shawl;^ nianufactvureri 
anndally, in Cashmere, iseighfy thousand. Thje 
principal town 0/ this province, and Which bear.*! 
the 52^010 name, ts situated on the river Jhel^m^ 
4>Fer which it has thc''^^ wood^ii bridges^ and 
the houses are built with fiat roofs j coy.erqd otQjt 
with a thick b^d of mould, and planted yghh 
(lowers, which, in the summer seaiu>i]^ prese.nt9 
ihe most lively app^^aranpe. 

The mode of conveying goods through the 

passei^ in the moui>tains. is on i)Fien'a shopld^rs, 

the road being quite inapracticable for cattle, 

MS ^ve ijave alre«^dy mentioned. 

JProm Jiahore ourlt^'^eXXev^iDL^iNN v'^wiftd thiair 

Journey y taking tUw voa^ w^ «. ^t^V^xVj ^\^v;.. 



llofi, to the adjoining kingciom of Caubul, o( 
Afghaunislon, as it Is more properly cal^d | 
Caabiil wliTch our travellers were aKxious tc> 
reach^ is only the naitie of its capital citj. 
|$ut, tn order ff\\e heUef to uhderslaiul the re« 
i^pective s'ituatlbbs p( tticse t*6tiMtnes, it will 
here hi* rte.<jesiia ry to givd a sliort geographical 
jdtfsciiptioii of theni: — 

If we traverse the adjoining kingdoms of 
nindostah* and AfghaunistbH, from Bengali 
which is siiuated <>h the ea^terii coast of liin-i 
dostahy across to the city of Herat, on tM 
bordej-s of Porsia, we shall find th^^ni eyery 
^here bounded, on the north, by on^ cofiti'^ 
ihuous dhain of ihountains, which fs cofered 
uifh porpfitual snow for almost the wliole of 
Chat extent, and from which all the great rfvers 
0f these countries appear to isstie. 

This ran^e of mountainHj'froiji its^niost eas. 
ife'rn t'X^remity, oh to Cashmere, Ts called the 
lllmalayariiountains, and from thence as far ^^ 
ih^ high snowy peak of Hindoo Coosh, whiclii 
ris^s near Ilera£, the whole of the rest of the 
chain is designated by the name of that peak^ 




On the west lies an extensive trkct of barren 
rand, ckli^ the Salt Oeserc, aud its ^outherU 

• Uader the general wanVc of Hindustan are included 
^11 the countries} hitlierlo dft%C3nb^A wi'^vxt vt^x'^^^ 
route from Calcutta, v?es\vf&\d> \o VaJaoxN 5sSs^^^»^**^, 
Jles betweea nihdo;jtan au^ Vexva.* 
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boundary may be sard to be the Persian Gulf, 
It lies between twenty. nin^ and thirty. six de- 
grees of north lat. and sixty.one and seventy* 
one degriees of east longitude. 

For a country of such extent, Afgbauniston^ 
possesses few large rivers, and it may be obserr. 
ed of all the ri?ers of this kingdom, that their 

, size at the mouth is never equal to the rapidity 
and strength of their current near the source, a 
peculiarity which is at once accounted for by 
the mountainouK country in which they rise, 
and the level plains into which, in their course^ 
they afterwards flow. 

The Indus, howover, from the len^gth of its 
course, and the volume of water which it carries 
to the ocean, may he reckoned among the great 
jfivers in the world. The distance, from its 
source, in the Himalaya mountains, to where 
it falls into the sea, has never yet been exactly 
ascertained ; but it has been traced one thousand 
three hundred and fifty miles ; nor can a greater 
proof be given of its magnitude than that many 
of the smaller rivers, which fall into it, and 
which, in comparison, appear but as inconsldefiP 

• able streams, are as large, and even larger, than 
some of our principal rivers in Europe; three 
of them, the Hydaspes, the Hydraote8,'and the. 
Hysudrus, being superior to the Rhone, and 
another being forty miles longer than the Elbe^ 
while even the mosrt inconsiderable of them is, 
«/ Jeasty equal to the Shannon. 
Amongst the Af^hauu^, V\v^ ^ti^xw ^^iktt of 

^e people dwell ia tefiU^iLXv^vi^^^^^^^^sfta^ 
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part, shepherds and herdsmen; they )ive gov 
ciably among tbenniselves, and 'meet, id feast 
together, in parties of five or >>ix, as often aslhey 
can airoi<] to kill a shofp; they dine on boile(jl 
;fnuitoQ,andthebroth| in wbich-lhe meatis drcs. 
sed, servos th^rD for houp, taking butter.milk| 
as ^h.eir drink, after dinner, or sometimes, tht-y 
have a liquor, mstHe from sheep's milk, which is 
t^aid to be somewhat intoxicating. During din- 
/ iijer, the master recomhiends his dishes, presses 
Ills ^ucbts to ea^, and tells thj(?m n«>t to span', 
for there is plenty. 'J'hjey say grac« before and 
iifter dinner, and, when all is done, the guests 
bless the master of the hou^^, and, having sat a 
^liile tosmoke^ tell storje?, and iiing their songs, 
they dppnrt. 

it would be pleasing i^f we could praise the 
})Oi>e:«t| of the Afghauns as mui'h as their hos-* 
^iit;»Iity; but the fait is, that the v^ry niau to 
'Whom they would not refuse a favor if abked^ 
4be> would make no bcrupl^ of robbing) if they 
' met him i)y ch(ince. Do you think, William, 
said Captain Biisset, that their kindness to 
the nejtdy makes them less guilty as robber^? 
No, trul). Sir, answered be, 1 believe that the 
conduct uiu^t be of a-piece, nor dot think that 
one good action can palliate another bad one; 
1 recollect to have heard of thieves who woul^ 
give some of what they stole from the rich to a 
poor mari, if they met him\ but I v\<ix<fc.\ <i:*^vvViR». 
jpersuadied that t\i\% \e%w\i^ >^^\t ^vvsa?^* ^^^ 
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hope you viriil cfer be of the same opinion? if 
ve woul4 do our dutj, we must keep all tbe 
command meuts. 

The fourth day after CaptaiaBlisset quitted 
Lahore to go westward to Caubul, he came up 
with a caravan, which gave him a good idea of 
the manner in which the commerce 'of these 
countries is carried on. The roads^ he found^ 
were not suited for wheel carriages, and, as the 
riyers, although navigable, had not yet been 
applied to the purposes of inland traffic, al]L 
gobds were transported on beasts of burthen^ 
and camels were found most useful for this pur- 
pose, as well for their strengthens the ease with 
which they are fed on every kind of bush, and^ 
Himost, on .every kind of vegetable. Long be- 
fore our travellers overtook the caravan, Ihejr 
could see it winding its way along the road, one 
confused mass of men and women, horses and 
camels. The pace at which it moved enabled 
them soon to have a nearer view of it, and, in a 
short time after, they came up with it. Almost 
every liian had his wife and family, who rode 
upon horses or ponies, or were carried in aa 
inferior kind of palanquin ; the number of laden 
camels almost surpassed computation ; aod one 
man, whom they called Caufila Banshee, or 
head of the caravan, had the direction of the 
whole, and had appointed eighty men under 
him, who were empowered to maintain order 
and regulfiriiy amongst the v,\\oVft company. It 
was his basmeas also to i\x oi\ V\vft v^^t^*^ ^^^ ^t'Ci- 
c^mpmcnt^ and (which wasx\oV.\.V^\v^?X^\^^^ 
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})BTt of hu duty) to adju&t all terms vith.tlM 
tribes through nhose lands tbty had to [wsi. 

In due time our traTellcrs reached Caubul, 
their place of desIiDation. Here it was carious 
4o >TitDess the dispersion (hat almost imravdU 
ately took place, amongst those who had joined 
them along the road waf , each betaking him- 
ielf, without further ccremonj', to his own road. 
Our trarellers, with their escort, enlfred ths 
town, and were immediately proiided With suit, 
•able accommodation by the English resident, to 
whom Captain Blisael delivered his dispatches. 

And here they detei mined to rest for some 
tlays, a! well to inform themselves of e»efy 
thing remarkable in Afghaunislon, as to reco- 
TCr their followers from the fatigues they had 
«iidured on the journey. Nor could they ha»e 
chosen a better situatioa for this purpose. 

The climate of Affrhaunlsloii is dry, and lilw 
lie suhject to rain or fogs. A pestilential wind> 
however, called the Simoom, is known in some 
puts of the country, distant from Caubul, and 
BO falal are its eftccts, that people have been 
known to fall senselfss, and expire, almost 
imm'diately after bfing exposed to it. its 
approach is, however, ascertained by a parti- 
cular smell in the air, which gives warning to 
those abroad to hasten under shelter until the 
blast has passed over, which it dnei In strong 
gusts of wind in a few minutes. The great dif- 
' ference between the seaao'a^, a^i.*^«. v^^^*^- 
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aifly fli^ ^^g^ cotton dress is ekchang^d fortlv6 
warm ftbeep-skin and Voolleti gaimentSr They 
light tlieir [ir«'Sy and those who iiVe in ivfeW'ivgm 
bouses generally sleep round stoves, covering 
themselves witn large sheep.skins^ i^hich arc 
likewise extended up over the «tote so ^s^ to 
con&ne the heat. When the winter seasoD 19 
once past, the snow suddenly dis^ppears^ tho 
country is covered with young grass, the buds 
burst forth, and are soon follow ed hy a profu^ 
sion of Sowers ; the inhabitants leave, tbeiir 
towns and spiead over the roMi^try ; the sheep- 
skin is e^Kchanged for th^.ltght cotton dre^^, ao4 
ihe.y often sleep at qight under trees^ or in thf| 
open air. 

H. often occurred to Captain Blisset that, 
coiild a man be transported at once (rom Kng% 
land or Ireland -to Afghauntston, withopt pas* 
fling, ih rough any of the intermediate countries, 
be would be aDnazed at the wide and' unfre* 
queuted deserts, unmarked by enclosures, un. 
embellished by trees, and destitute of naviga^ 
ble canals, public roatis, and all thb great pro* 
ductions of human industry, lie would fin4 
the towns few, and distant from each other ; 
and he would look in vain for inns and other 
conyeniences, such as he was accustoiped to In 
his own country. Yet, he would sometim^. 
be delighted with the fertility and' populous* 
ae$8 of particular plains av\<iN«AV^i^'s, where in 
^ouid see the produc\\o\\s ol ^^\^v^ xsC\Vi\g^^ 
^. With fboseof Asia, audU\e\wi^c.vs\^A^^Vft^H*NSNi 
industry and judmeat.--Ue^o\A^'^^^^Vsi^ 
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"biknts following their flocks, and living in 
tents and villages, and would be struck with 
sun*buriit countenances, long beardf), loose 
garments, and shaggy mantles of sheep.skin. 

Of their capital city Caubul which stands 
in latitude 34, north, and longitude 08, east^ 
there is little to be said. It is surround«}d by 
a brick wall, with t-owers at the angles, the 
bouses, which are built of rough stones and clay, 
makiug but a mean appearance. There are, 
howeyer, four good bazars, or market placesii 
where, as in other Indian townn^ all the trade 
«f the place is carried on. This is considerable^ 
for persons of almost every country of the 
r^st are there to be met with. A number of 
horses are brought thither from Tartafy and 
-those find their way even to Calcutta : the 
East India Company employing an agent there 
to purchase, those which it annually requires 
•for its mounted troops. A number' of these 
were now about to set out for Bombay, and ag 
the country through which they were to past 
was wild, and in some places infested with, 
robbers, a large escort wa3 engaged to protect 
them, and with this party Captain Blisset re- 
solved to 'travel ; nor shall we' wonder at this 
determination if we consider his situation : t<^ 
the west lay Persia ; but the road to it from Cau- 
bul lay through a wild and desert country, and 
could only be traversed by mules and camels. 
In this manner, indeed, he mi^lvt Vc*.-*^ ^^^'^^^ 
tlie city of Herat, vf^\e\i %V^\i^^ %^'^^^^'^^ 
M' the tsKo kingAfWiB <ji CgwJJo^X i^^^'«»^^ 
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bat bcyohd ih'&t laj that mst tmci ralnd ffr^ 
8A\t df'^erf, from M>nye saltpprhigfi whicih dVl^ 
found there, whidi mast be crossed befoto^ 
you can icach the inhabitc^d parts of the kiiigw 
dom of Persia* On ttie otiher hand, accom. 
panying the escort^ he would- traverse the \%hol<r 
trdott»f country wlhich is fertiHxed by the Induf 
III Its pas(sage to th« Aro'bhitses, from iiortb to' 
soruth, and once arriyfd st Bombay, could 
ffbflpp his course afterwards according to cir. 
cofnitancefr. 

TMs prlan onc^ resoUed on, out- traveller^ 
in a fewriays after put it into erecufion. For 
the first fortiiight the>rcotirf#», \yhich uas poiitli- 
ess^erly, led thcib through ^ cAunlry fery lifcd 
that which they had trdveirsed on thfe way to 
Coubul; Thfe disftHct was faUed Cao^ahan^ 
the southern proymce of AfjhiluillBton,atK) con* 
tains very few toiru^ ; the eatives preferriftg to 
move about, from place to place, to procuro 
p»stare for their numerous flocks of sheep, a'nd 
herds of cairlels. Our travellers, on one occa^ 
slon, Hgh<ed upon an eneampment of otic of 
ttiesf" tribes, and found the tents pitched in tw'o 
lines, in the e^tre of which, was that of the 
chief, each being comjlrosed of black woolleii^ 
cloth, ^5 feet long, and 1^ broad, supported hf 
three po)»^,and divided in the middle by a eur^ 
tbln. To the west of the camp a small space' 
w;t9 marked out with stones, which served for a* 
m^gqae^ drtd'^t a Utile dUlatit^ ww a large tent, 
pitched for the reception ol sl\^>s^ft^%«>>Ko^^\\3»« 
^Xf being highly eBteeilteAWB^v^^^^^'*^' 



